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limitations and restrictions of corporations subject to

chapters one hundred and five and one hundred and
six of the Public Statutes, and to all general laws
which now are or hereafter may be in force so far as they

may be applicable.

Section 2. The said corporation shall have authority

to construct docks and wharves upon, fill, grade and
otherwise improve, such land and flats as it shall deem
expedient : provided, that no canal shall be constructed

thereon without the consent of the city of Somerviile
;

and provided also, that all authority herein granted to

build structures upon or fill up any of such land and flats

over which the tide ebbs or flows is granted to said cor-

poration subject to the provisions of chapter nineteen of

the Public Statutes.

Section 3. The capital stock of said corporation shall

be six hundred thousand dollars, divided into shares of

one hundred dollars each ; and may be increased from
time to time to an amount not exceeding one million

dollars.

Section 4. This act shall take efi*ect upon its passage.

Approved May 27, 1884.

Chan.274: ^^ -^^^ ^^ relation to the cape cod snip CANAL

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
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Section 1. The Cape Cod Ship Canal Company,
within six months from the passage of this act, may vary

the location of its canal, by altering the route thereof at

or near Monument Station, so called, and thence extend-

ing the same to Buzzard's Bay through Back River, so

called, and may make other changes in its location, as al-

ready filed, subject to the provisions of this section. It

shall pay all damages occasioned by laying out, making
and maintaining its canal, or by taking land or materials

therefor, and such damages on the application of either

party shall be estimated by the county commissioners in

the manner provided with reference to the laying out of

railroads. Either party dissatisfied with the estimate of

the county commissioners may, at any time within one

year after it is completed and returned, apply by petition

to the superior court for Barnstable County for a jury to

assess the damages, and like proceedings shall be had

thereon as in proceedings for damages for laying out of rail-
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Toads. Upon application to the county commissioners by security for

either party for an estimate of damages, they shall, if re- dam"ge8maybe

quested by the owner, require the corporation to give se-
fu?"4''he(i*°

***

curity to their satisfaction for the payment of all damages
and costs which may be awarded by them or by a jury

for the land or other property taken ; and if upon petition

of the owner, and notice to the adverse party, the security

appears to them to have become insufficient, they shall

require the corporation to give further security to their

satisfaction ; and all its right or authority to enter upon
or use the land or other property, except for making sur-

veys, shall be suspended until it gives the security re-

quired. Said canal company may file with the county May aie a w;th-

commissioners of the county of Barnstable a written with- plrrof ?he "rig.

drawal of any part or parts of the original location, de- >nai location.

scribing the same by metes and bounds, and so far as the

land or other property covered by said written withdrawal
is concerned, damages may be recovered to the extent

that any person has been injured by the proceedings in

the manner herein before provided.

Section 2. Section seven of chapter two hundred and
fogs^'^a'^g'^s"'

***'

fifty-nine of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
eighty-three is hereby amended so as to read as follows

:

— Section 7. It shall be the duty of the Old Colony oidcoiony

Railroad Company so to alter its location as to cross the us^'iSon.*''^'^

said canal at such point or points as said railroad company
and said canal company may agree upon, or as a board of
three commissioners, to be appointed by the governor,
with the advice and consent of the council, after due
notice and a public hearing, shall determine ; and no mem-
ber of said board shall be a member of any of the present
boards of commissioners of this Commonwealth ; and said

board shall also determine the question whether said canal
shall be crossed by a public highway, and if so at what
point and in what manner ; and in determining said ques-
tions said board shall consider the obstruction of traffic

upon said canal and the general public convenience, and
if such public highway is ordered, said company shall

construct the same at the point and in the manner so de-
termined. The board of railroad commissioners, after Railroad com-

due notice to all parties interested and hearing of all who ™Jtermine%'on.

shall appear, shall also determine and prescribe in writinjr ceming crossing

the time when and the manner in which the Old Colony road.

Railroad Company shall alter its location so as to cross
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said canal at such point or points ; and in making such
alterations said railroad corporation shall have all the

powers and privileges and be subject to all the duties,

restrictions and liabilities set forth in all general laws

relating to railroads, except that the damages of land

owners shall be assessed only against and paid by said

canal company, as in case of land taken for railroad pur-

poses. The Cape Cod Ship Canal Company shall there-

upon proceed to build the railroad upon the new location

and complete the same in such manner and at such time as

may be prescribed by the railroad commissioners, and to

their satisfaction, in case the parties do not agree upon the

same ; and shall pay all damages caused by the construc-

tion of said railroad upon such new location, and shall be
liable for such damages as in the case of the construction

of railroads. Until the completion of the new location,

said canal company shall not enter upon the old location

of said railroad, except for making surveys or by consent

of the railroad commissioners. If by reason of the in-

creased length of the line of said railroad there shall

be any legal liability to damages on the part of said

canal company, the same shall be ascertained and de-

termined upon application of either party in the manner
provided by law for estimating the damages occasioned

by the laying out of railroads. The Cape Cod Ship Canal

Company shall also build and maintain and keep in repair

a bridge or bridges across said canal, suitable for the pass-

ing of the railroad, which said bridges shall each have a

suitable draw for the passage of vessels, and shall be con-

structed and maintained under the supervision of the board

of railroad commissioners, and one of which, if said

special commission shall so prescribe, shall be suitable for

the passage of the highway. Said railroad company shall

appoint a steady and discreet superintendent, and all

necessary assistants for each drawbridge, who shall be paid

by said canal company a reasonable compensation, to be
fixed by the railroad commissioners. Said superintendent

shall have full control and direction of the passing of

vessels through the draw, and of trains over the bridge,

and with said assistants shall be subject to such rules and
regulations, not inconsistent with law, as said railroad and
canal company shall from time to time prescribe for the

operation of said bridge ; but such rules and regulations

shall be subject to approval and alteration by the said
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board of railroad commissioners. And said superintend-

ent and assistants shall be subject to removal by said

board of railroad commissioners.

Section 3. Section nine of chapter two hundred and \*"'^^"p°'?,

/,, .1 111 1 abandoned loca-

nfty-nine of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and tion to belong to

eighty-three is hereby amended by adding at the end
*^''"'' company.

thereof the words :—And the land upon the abandoned
location of the Old Colony Railroad Company shall there-

upon become the property of said canal company so far

as the same may be within the limits of the location of

the canal.

Section 4. Section thirteen of chapter two hundred Ferries at Mon.

and fifty-nine of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and sandwich and

eighty-three is amended so as to read as follows :

—

Section
^^'^*'*" ^'*^ •

13. The said canal company shall provide and maintain

at Monument, North Sandwich and at West Sandwich, at

such points as may be designated by the county commis-
sioners, suitable ferries across their canal for passengers

and teams, to be operated free from tolls, under rules to

be established by the county commissioners. Said canal

company shall forfeit fifty dollars for each day it shall fail

to provide and maintain such ferries, to be recovered upon
complaint or indictment in the county of Barnstable to the

use of said county.

Section 5. The said canal company shall also con- Highways to be

struct such highways to connect with the bridge and ferries
°^"«'''"'''^^-

provided for in section thirteen of chapter two hundred
and fifty-nine of the acts of the year eighteen hundred
and eighty-three as amended by section four of this act,

and such other highways as may be necessary to replace

the highways destroyed by the construction of said canal

in such manner and at such times as the county commis-
sioners for the county of Barnstable shall prescribe, upon
each side of said ferries. After the completion of such

highways and their acceptance by the said county com-
missioners the said canal company shall not be responsible

in any manner for the further maintenance of the same.

Section 6. Said corporation shall not be required to Not to pay taxes

pay any state or local taxes for five years from the passage
f<"^ ^'^ y^^"-

of this act.

Section 7. Section two of chapter two hundred and
f°ene**d''u„ti,

fifty-nine of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and harbor and land

eighty-three is amended by adding at the end thereof the certify^that"hlw8

following words :—Said canal shall not be opened for pub- puld wuh.'"'"'
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lie use until the board of harbor and land commissioners
after an examination shall certify that all laws relating to

its construction have been complied with, and that it

appears to be in a safe condition for operation. But
nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to

require the building of locks in said canal unless a board
of three competent engineers, appointed by the governor,

with the advice and consent of the council, shall decide

that they are necessary for the protection of the bridge or

bridges. The compensation of said engineers shall be

fixed by the governor and council, and paid by the treas-

urer of the Commonwealth. Said canal company shall

pay to the treasurer of the Commonwealth such sum of

money as shall be necessary, to pay for the services and
expenses of said board of engineers. The materials exca-

vated from the tide waters in Buzzard's Bay and Barnstable

Bay shall be so disposed of, under the direction of the

harbor and land commissioners, as not to interfere with the

fishing interests, and the material excavated shall be de-

posited within the limits of the location of the canal as far

as practicable.

Section 8. The charter, corporate existence, organi-

zation and location of said canal company are hereby
recognized, ratified and affirmed. But except that the

canal company shall so change the existing contract for

the building of the canal as to make the same apply to any
lawful change in the location thereof, the said existing

contract shall not be annulled nor altered, either as to the

price to be paid for said building or in any other particu-

lar, except with the approval of the board of harbor and
land commissioners ; and no stock shall be issued to the

contractor or any other person under said contract until

five miles of said canal shall have been completed pursu-

ant to its terms.

Section 9. The provisions of section sixty-one of

chapter one hundred and twelve of the Public Statutes

shall apply to said Cape Cod Ship Canal Company.
Section 10. Nothing herein, or in chapter two hun-

dred and fifty-nine of the acts of the year eighteen hundred
and eighty-three, shall be construed to prevent or forbid

any change or modification of the plan or details of the

construction of said canal or the works connected there-

with which may be required or imposed by the United
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States, or the authorities thereof, upon aiding the con-

struction of said canal or works.

Section 11. To defray the expenses and recompense compensiition

the services of the county commissioners under the char- miss'ionMs'!''"'"

ter of said canal company and this act, it shall be the duty

of said canal company to pay each of said commissioners

the sum of six dollars per day for the time actually con-

sumed in discharging their duties ; provided, however,

that said canal company shall not be required to pay
either of said commissioners for more than tifty days' ser-

vice in any year.

Section 12. The commissioners to be appointed by compengation

the governor, with the advice and consent of the council, efs*'a^ointed"by

as provided in section seven of chapter two hundred and governor.

fifty-nine of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
eighty-three as amended by section two of this act, shall

be paid in the manner provided for the payment of the

board of engineers appointed under section two of said

chapter two hundred and fifty-nine as amended by section

seven of this act.

Section 13. Section fourteen of chapter two hundred Repeal,

and fifty-nine of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
eighty-three is hereby repealed.

Section 14. This act shall be void unless accepted by To be accepted

the Cape Cod Ship Canal Company within six months months!'^

from its passage, which acceptance shall be certified to

the secretary of the Commonwealth.
Approved May 27, 1884.

An Act relating to the employment of minors in mercan- CJiai).275
TILE establishments.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. No minor under eighteen years of age Not to be em-

shall be employed in laboring in any mercantile establish- fharstxTyhou™

ment more than sixty hours in any one week. '" °"® ^'^^'^•

Section 2. Whoever, either for himself, or as super- penalty.

intendent, overseer or other agent for another, employs
or has in his employment any person in violation of the

provisions of the preceding section, or who fails to post

the notice required in section third, and any parent or

guardian who permits any minor to be so employed shall

be punished by a fine of not less than fifty nor more than

one hundred dollars for each ofience. Said penalty shall Penalty to ex-

extend to corporations. A certificate of age of a minor, lions.


