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where said registry is made, or who shall falsely personate repiesenting

4.-4. 4. r 4-U I'
another person,

or attempt to so personate any person tor the purpose ot etc.

passing the reading or writing test, or for any other pur-

pose before a registrar of voters, and any person who
shall give a false name or false answer to a registrar con-

cerning any matter relating to the registration of voters,

or to the right of any person to vote, and any person

causing any such act or aiding or abetting any person in

any manner in either of said acts shall be punished for

each and every offence by a tine of not more than three

hundred dollars, and by imprisonment in jail for not more
than one year.

Section 53. The provisions of this chapter shall not spedai laws re-

be deemed to repeal the special laws relating to assess- ment^a\?d*regi8-

ment and registration in the city of Boston ; but chapter ton*no" repealed.

six of the Public Statutes, chapter one hundred and
ninety-three of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and Repeal,

seventy-seven, chapters two hundred and forty-seven and
two hundred and sixty-eight of the acts of the year

eighteen hundred and eighty-two, and all acts and parts

of acts inconsistent herewith, are hereby repealed.

Section 54. This act shall take effect upon its passage, Not to affect

but any election which may be held previous to the next pr^el-ious t^o'^next

state election shall be conducted according to the pro- stat^^ e'ection.

visions of law heretofore regulating the same.

Approved May 29, 1884.

An Act concerning elections and voting therein. CA«^.299
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Meetings for the election of national, state, Meetings may

district, county and municipal officers may be opened as eari'yas'f
"^

early as seven o'clock in the forenoon ; and in no case ^otTo ifekept

shall the polls be kept open after the hour of sunset, open after

Such officers shall be voted for on one ballot, and notice

thereof shall be given in the warrant calling the meeting.

Section 2. In cities such meetings shall be opened as to be opened in

early as ten o'clock in the forenoon of the election day, loo'ciocn.M.r

and shall be called according to the provisions of the city aueart^six^''"

charters and the acts in addition thereto, and warrants for ^oms.

notifying such meetings shall specify the time when the

polls for the choice of the several officers will be opened
and when they will be closed, and the polls shall be kept
open at least six hours.
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Section 3. The several cities of this state shall be
divided by the mayor and aldermen of said cities, respect-

ively, into convenient voting precincts for the holding of

all meetings for the choice of all officers who are elective

by the people. Every ward in a city containing not more
than five hundred voters shall be a voting precinct ; every
ward in a city containing more than five hundred voters

and not more than eight hundred voters may, in the cur-

rent year or in any year thereafter, on or before the first

Monday of July, be divided by the mayor and aldermen
of such city, if they shall deem it expedient, into two
precincts, to contain as nearly as may be an equal number
of voters, and such ward if not so divided shall be a

voting precinct; and every ward of a city containing

more than eight hundred voters, on or before the first

Monday of July in the current year, and as often annually

thereafter as may be necessary or expedient, shall be
divided by the mayor and aldermen of such city into two
or more voting precincts, consisting of compact and con-

tiguous territory in such manner that each precinct shall

be entire within one ward, and shall contain, as nearly as

may be, an equal number of voters. The boundaries of

such precincts shall, as far as possible, be the centre lines

of known streets or ways, and no precinct shall contain

more than eight hundred voters. The registration of

voters in the year eighteen hundred and eighty-three

shall be taken as the basis of the division in the current

year, and a division in any other year shall be made on
the basis of the registration in the preceding year. After

the division of any city into new wards as now provided

by law, said wards shall be divided into voting precincts

according to the provisions of this section. Said precincts

shall be designated by numbers or by letters of the

alphal)et.

Section 4. Whenever a ward of a city shall be

divided into two or more precincts, the mayor and alder-

men shall immediately cause the same to be published,

by making a map or description of such division, defining

it by known boundaries, and posting such map or descrip-

tion in at least ten of the most public places in each

precinct of such ward ; and the mayor and aldermen shall

also cause a reasonable number of copies of such map or

description to be furnished to the registrars of voters, the
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assessors of taxes and the election officers in each precinct

in said city.

Section 5. The board of aldermen of each city, thirty rolling places

days at least before the day of each election, shall designate thirty days

and appoint the polling place in each of the voting pre- erection.''^

°

cincts in such city, and procure the same for such purpose,

and cause it to be suitably fitted up and prepared therefor ;

and they shall thereupon cause to be posted in at least

ten public places in each precinct a printed description

of the place so designated, and shall give such other pub-
lic notice thereof as they may think necessary or proper.

Such polling place shall be in the most public, orderly

and convenient portion of the precinct, and no building

or part of a building shall be so designated or used in

which, or in any part of which, intoxicating liquor is sold,

or has been sold, within thirty days next preceding the

day of election.

Section 6. All requirements of law in regard to the Requirements of

preparation, publication, posting or use of ward lists in waT(i"ii8t8ap-*°

cities shall be held to be complied with, by the employ- SfTie?!?"'
ment in each precinct of precinct lists of like description

in all respects, of all the legal voters therein, and the re-

quirements of law now applied to ward lists shall be, as

far as practicable, applied to precinct lists of voters.

Section 7. In each voting precinct there shall be the Election officers

following election officers, that is to say: — The mayor prldnct!°'°^

at some time between the first and the twentieth day of

September in each year shall, with the approval of the

board of aldermen, appoint for each voting precinct one
warden, one deputy warden, one clerk, one deputy clerk,

two inspectors and two deputy inspectors, qualified voters

in the ward of which each precinct forms a part, men of

good repute and standing, who shall equally' represent

each of the two political parties which cast the largest

number of votes in the Commonwealth at the annual elec-

tion next preceding their appointment. The warden and
one inspector shall be of a different political party from
the clerk and other inspector and each deputy shall be of

the same political party as his principal. Each of said officers to be

officers shall be sworn to the faithful performance of his

duties, and shall hold office for one year from the first

day of November in the year in which he is appointed,

and until a successor is appointed and qualified or he is

removed. Any one of said officers may be removed at
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any time by the mayor, with the approval of the board of

aldermen, upon written charges of incompetence or

official misconduct preferred either by the city clerk

or by not less than six qualified voters of the ward
in which the officer is appointed to act. In case of any
vacancy occurring before the first day of November in any
year, or in case either of said officers shall decline to act,

and shall give notice thereof to the city clerk on or before

said first day of November, the mayor, with the

approval of the board of aldermen, shall appoint some
person qualified as aforesaid to fill said office ; and in

making such appointment he shall preserve in the precinct

offices the just and equal representation of the two leading

political parties. Every person so appointed shall be

sworn to the faithful performance of his duties. Every
nomination made by the mayor under this section shall

be acted on by the board of aldermen not less than

three nor more than ten days after it shall have been

made. In case of a vacancy in the office of warden, clerk

or inspector of a precinct on the day of any election, the

person appointed as deputy of said warden, clerk or

inspector shall act in bis place, and shall have the same
powers and be subject to the same duties and liabilities as

the officer for whom he acts. No deputy precinct officer

shall have power to act in any official capacity, or while

the polls are open or during the counting of the votes be

admitted to the space reserved for the precinct officers,

except while filling a vacancy as aforesaid ; and he shall

receive no compensation except for attendance at the

opening of the polls or for services while acting for the

officer whose place he fills. In case the warden and

deputy warden, or the clerk and deput}'^ clerk, or one of

the inspectors and his deputy are absent at the time

designated for the opening of the polls on the day of any
election, a suitable person shall be elected by the voters

of said precinct, by nomination and hand vote, with full

power to act for the time being in place of the absent

officer, and before entering upon the performance of his

duties he shall be sworn by the warden or clerk or, in the

absence of both of said officers, by a justice of the peace

to the faithful j^erformance thereof.

Section 8. Such election officers shall attend at the

times and places designated for meetings in their

respective precincts, for the election of any national,
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state, district, county, city or ward officers, or for the deter-

mination ofany question submitted to the qualified voters by

lawful authority, and shall have the same powers, and,

except as otherwise provided, be subject to the same

duties and liabilities as the wardens, clerks and inspectors

now holding office under existing laws, and shall receive

such reasonable compensation for each day's actual service

as the city council of their respective cities may from time

to time determine. No person shall be eligible to the Not eligible as

.. , .

.

/r. • • 1. u u • _ 'in election oflH-

position ot election officer in any precinct wiiere tie is cer in precinct

a candidate to be voted for, and whenever any person ^]^Zlidlleto

appointed as aforesaid becomes such candidate he may, be voted for.

upon petition therefor, be removed by the mayor not less

than three days before any election.

Section 9. Upon the petition in writins; of ten quali- supervisors of

_, /... , iii j.i' i-
elections may be

tied voters of a city or' town, presented to the governor at appointed upon

least fourteen days before any election of state, district, Pofere."
°^ '""

county or municipal officers, he shall appoint, by and with

the advice and consent of the council, for such town or for

each of such voting precincts as may be named in said peti-

tion, two citizens, residents of such city or town, to act as

supervisors at the said election. Said supervisors shall be To be appointed

. T n i/>,i^ IT ^•..• \ f'"oni each of the

appointed one from each ot the two leading political par- two leading

ties, and shall be present at the several precincts for which P'"*'^«-

they are appointed, and witness throughout the conduct

of the voting and counting of the votes, and remain where

the ballot-boxes are kept at all times after the polls are

open and until the votes are duly sealed in the envelope

for transmission to the authorities entitled to receive the

same. Said supervisors, and either of them, shall have the

right to affix their signatures or his signature to the certiii-

cate of the number of votes cast, for purposes of identifica-

tion, and to attach thereto any statement touching the truth

or fairness thereof which they or he may ask to attach.

Any one who shall prevent any person so desi^natpd from Penalty for hin-

1 • <> I 1 • 1 1 ii • i- V
dering super-

doing any or the acts authorized by this section, or wno visors in execu-

shall hinder or molest any such person in doing any of
du,"ie°8!^'"'"^

said acts, or shall aid or abet in preventing, hindering or

molesting any such persoji in respect to any such acts,

shall be punished by imprisonment in jail for not more

than one year.

Section 10. The secretary of the Commonwealth shall
^^^;?^|''^Ji?^t.

provide every city and town with a ballot-box for use at boxes at expense

1 11. . 1 /• i- f ii 1 i* of the Common-
each polling precinct or place or meeting tor the election wealth.
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of national, state, district, county or municipal officers.

Said boxes shall be approved by the secretary, treasurer,

and auditor of the Commonwealth, or by a majority of

them, shall have sufficient and secure locks and keys, or

seal fastenings, and shall contain mechanical devices for

receiving, registering and cancelling every ballot deposited

therein ; but no such box shall record any number or

mark upon any ballot or envelope by which said ballots or

envelopes can be distinguished from each other. Said

ballot-boxes shall be purchased by the secretary, at a price

not exceeding tifty dollars each, and shall be paid for out

of the state ireasury.

Section 11. All ballots cast at any such election held

on or after the first day of November, in the year eighteen

hundred and eighty-four, shall be deposited in such boxes,

and no ballots shall be counted in ascertaining the result of

such election unless so deposited and cancelled, or depos-

ited in accordance with the two following sections.

Section 12. If for any cause it shall become impossi-

ble at any election to make use of the ballot-box furnished

by the secretary of the Commonwealth as herein provided,

the balloting shall proceed as the presiding officers at said

election shall direct; the clerk shall make a record of the

facts pertaining thereto and return an attested copy of his

record thereof enclosed in the envelope provided accord-

ing to law for the return of the ballots cast at such elec-

tion.

Section 13. If a ballot shall be cast enclosed in a

sealed envelope as provided by law, the cancellation of

said envelope shall be deemed a cancellation of the ballot,

and the presiding officer at said election shall preserve said

ballot, replaced in the envelope which enclosed the same,

with the other ballots cast at said election.

Section 14. City and town clerks shall, at the ex-

pense of their cities and towns, provide therein places for

the safe and suitable keeping of the ballot-boxes furnished

by the Commonwealth ; shall have the care and custody

thereof; shall see that they are kept in good order and
repair ; and if any of them are lost, destroyed or irrepara-

bly damaged, shall, at the expense of said city or town,

replace the same by similar ballot-boxes, approved as in

section ten of this act.

Skction 15. Whoever wilfully or maliciously destroys

or injures a ballot-box, or the mechanism thereof, shall be
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punished by imprisonment not exceeding one year, and

by a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars.

Section 16. In cities the city clerk shall send to the Boxes to be sent

ofiicers of each precinct, before the opening of the polls ceMrbetbre^'the

on every election day, the ballot-box furnished by the sec- opened?on

retary of the Commonwealth, with such seals and other every election

ballot-boxes as may be approved by the board of alder-

men. At the opening of the polls in each precinct, and

before any ballots are received, the ballot-box shall be

publicly opened and shown to be empty, and the election

officers shall, by personal examination, ascertain that the

same is empty, after which immediately the box shall be

locked or fastened, a record of the condition of the box

register made by the clerk, and the key taken, if one be Keyofboxtobe

used, and retained by the constable or police officer in ceHnlttend-

attendance at said precinct. The ballot-box shall not be '*"°^"

removed from the public view, after it is so shown to be

empty, until all ballots have been removed therefrom and

the I30X has been relocked or sealed. No ballot shall be

removed from the ballot-box in any precinct while the

polls are open, and the box shall not be opened except

that, in order to make room for the deposit of all ballots,

the warden may, in the presence of all the election offi-

cers, open the Idox and pack and press down the ballots

therein.

Section 17. Whenever any person offers to vote he Person offering

shall give his name, and if requested so to do, his resi- hVnLmVetf'to

dence, to the warden or presiding officer of the precinct,
^h^'o'shafi a?-"^*^

who shall thereupon announce the same in a loud and pounce the same
/> • 1 T 1 1 1 • /• 1

'" '^ ^""'^ voice.

distinct tone of voice, clear and audible, and it such name
is found upon the check list by the election officer having

charge thereof, he shall, in a loud and distinct tone of

voice, clear and audible, repeat said name, and the voter

may then deposit his ballot in the box, with the face Baiiot to be de-dT ii?iii • ij 1 posited face
ownwards, open and unfolded, or in a sealed envelope, downwards.

and his name shall be immediately checked on said list.

The officers in charge of the box and the list respectively

shall be of different political parties.

Section 18. The board of aldermen may pass such Regulations as

regulations in regard to the use of the seals and ballot- andboxes^*

boxes and the manner of receiving, counting and return- turnhlg^voteV^'

ing the votes as they may deem expedient, provided such ™"y^:?P*"®-G J J I
_

> 1
_ _

scribed by
regulations are not inconsistent with the provisions of aldermen.

law ; and if any person wilfully neglects or refuses to
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comply with any of such regulations, he shall be punished
by fine not exceeding one hundred dollars, or by imprison-

ment in the house of correction not exceeding six months.
Section 19. The votes in elections for national, state,

county, district and municipal officers shall be received,

sorted and counted by the selectmen and by the election

officers, and public declaration made thereof in open town
or precinct meetings. As soon as the polls are closed the

selectmen and town clerk or election officers shall proceed
to canvass the votes ; such canvass shall be public, and
shall not be adjourned or postponed until it shall have
been fully completed. As soon as the polls are closed, a

record shall be made by the clerk of the condition of the bal-

lot-box register ; the officer in charge of the check list or list

of voters shall, in the presence of the other officers and the

public, count in a distinct and audible voice the names
checked on said list and announce the whole number
thereof; the ballot-box, without being removed from the

public view, shall then be opened by the warden or' pre-

siding officer ; the ballots shall be taken therefrom and
audibly counted one by one, and when the count is com-
pleted the whole number of ballots cast shall be announced
and the counting of the number of votes received by each

person voted for shall then proceed. All ballots after be-

ing removed from the box shall be kept within the unob-
structed view of the voters present at the place of meeting
until they are placed in the envelope as required by law.

The total number of ballots cast, the names of persons
voted for, the number of votes received for each person,

and the title of the office for which he is proposed, together

with the number of blank votes for each office shall be

entered in words at length by the town, ward, or precinct

clerks in their respective records. The precinct clerks

shall forthwith deliver certified copies of such records to

the city clerks, who shall forthwith enter the same in the

city records.

Section 20. Sections sixteen, seventeen and nineteen

of this chapter shall apply to the conduct of elections in

towns, except that in towns having more than six hundred
voters the counting of the check list may be made after

the counting of the ballots ; and the ballot-box may be
opened and ballots taken therefrom and counted whenever
in the unanimous judgment of the selectmen, supervisors

and town clerk it is necessary or advisable so to do.
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Section 21. Votes for different persons for the same votes for difFer-

office, found in one envelope or on one ballot, shall not be gameoflaceon

counted, and if more than one vote for the same person brcount*ed"°"°

for the same office is found in one envelope or on one

ballot but one such vote shall be counted, and no vote

shall be counted which does not clearly indicate in writing

the office for which the person voted for is designed, ex-

cept when but one officer is voted for.

Section 22. In every election in a city, the warden votes to be se-

er presiding officer shall cause all ballots given in by the enveiop"eanci be

qualified voters of the precinct in which such election has havfng"^ee''n'"

been held, after the same have been sorted, counted, de- counted, etc.

clared and recorded, to be secured in an envelope in opon

precinct meeting, and sealed with a seal provided for the

purpose, and with the private seal of any election officer

or supervisor who may desire to affix the same, and a

majority of the election officers in each precinct shall en- EDdorsement

dorse upon the envelope for what officers and in what fo'r°what^offl?ers

precinct the ballots were received, the date of the election, predncu^'''

and their certificate that all the ballots given in by the

voters of the precinct, and none other, are contained in

said envelope.

Section 23. The warden or presiding officer shall Baiiots sealed

forthwith transmit the ballots, sealed as aforesaid, to the transmitted to

city clerk by the constable or police officer in attendance °"y*'®'^

at said election ; and the precinct clerk shall retain the

custody of the seal and deliver the same, together with

the records of the precinct and other documents, to the

city clerk at the close of the municipal year.

Section 24. In every election in a city, in which a check ust to be

check list is required by law to be used, the warden or seaiedfand

presiding officer of each precinct shall cause the check list cuy cTer"^**

***

so used to be enclosed and sealed in an envelope and trans-

mitted in the same manner as the ballots cast at such

election are required to be secured and transmitted ; and
the election officers in each precinct shall certify on such

envelope to the identity of the check list so enclosed.

The city clerk may furnish a copy of a check list after it

has been used in any precinct upon the application of not

less than ten legal voters resident within the ward of which

the precinct forms a part ; and immediately upon such

copy being furnished, the check list shall be again sealed

up.

Section 25. Selectmen of towns and city clerks in check ii«tB to i>«
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prfserved like citles shall presei've in their custody the check list used at
ballots.

j^j^y election for the same length of time as is required

by law for the preservation of ballots. And as soon as

may be thereafter they shall transmit said lists to the clerk

of the board of registrars of voters of their respective

towns and cities, and said board shall preserve them for

future reference in such manner as they may deem best.

fainfngwio"""
SECTION 26. City and town clerks shall receive the

to be retained, euvclopcs Containing the ballots thrown at any election,

sealed as provided in section twenty-two of this act and
section thirty-one of chapter seven of the Public Statutes,

and shall retain them in their care until the requirements

To be destroyed of law havc bccu Complied with ; and as soon as may be

ratk)n"unde""" thereafter, said clerks shall cause such ballots to be de-
penaity. stroycd without examining them, or permitting them to

be examined by any person whatsoever, and shall make '

an entry in the records of the city or town that they have
been so destroyed ; and any such clerk who examines
such ballots, or permits them to be examined, shall be
punished by fine not exceeding two hundred dollars.

Description of. SECTION 27. No persou shall print any ballot for use
ballot permitted

i • /> i i
• i- •

i t
to be used. at any election tor the choice or any national, state, dis-

trict, county, or municipal officers, or shall distribute at

any such election any printed ballot unless such ballots

are of plain white paper, in weight not less than that of

ordinary printing paper, and are not more than five nor

less than four and a half inches in width, and not more
than thirteen and a half nor less than twelve inches in

length, and unless the same are printed with black ink on
one side of the paper only, and contain no printing, en-

graving, device or mark of any kind upon the back thereof.

'J he names of candidates shall be printed at right angles

with the length of the ballot, in capital letters not less

one-eighth nor more than one-quarter of an inch in height:

Proviso. provided, however, that any ballot containing the names of

less than four candidates may be not more and shall be

not less than six inches in length. The name of any per-

son appearing upon any ballot as a candidate for any oflSce

shall not be repeated thereon with respect to the same
office. Nothing herein contained shall authorize the re-

fusal to receive or count any ballot for any want of con-

formity with the requirements of this section.

Penalty. SECTION 28. Whoevcr offends against any of the pro-

visions of the preceding section shall be punished by fine
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not exceeding one hundred dollars, or by imprisonment
in jail not exceeding one year.

Section 29. If, within thirty days next following the uponnoticeof

J
'

if J 4. 1- acoiitosted
day or an election, a person who received votes tor any election, cierk

office at said election, serves by himself, his agent or at- enveioplcon-

torney, upon the clerk of any town, a statement in writ- 'a>"i"g ^ai'ots.

ing claiming an election to such office, or declaring an

intention to contest the election of any other person who
has received, or who may receive, a certificiite of election

for the same, such clerk shall retain the envelope contain-

ing the ballots thrown at such election, sealed as provided

by law, subject to the order of the body to which either

of said persons may claim or be held to have been elected,

or of the board required by law finally to examine the re-

turns and issue certificates of election, or until such claim

is withdrawn or such election is decided by the authority

competent to finally determine the same. In all such cierkmaybe

cases said body or board may order the clerk of such town pearwith°"^

to appear before them and l)ring with him the envelopes tSnilrg^bluors.

containing the ballots cast at said election. Said clerk

shall appear according to said order, and said body or

board may open said envelopes, recount the ballots therein,

and amend the returns relating thereto in accordance with

the result of such recount.

Section 30. Whenever a recount of ballots is had ?f."';!.filLT-QiaateB may be

under the preceding section, the provisions of chapter present at

forty-two of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
eighty-three shall apply.

Section 31. If, within six days next following the Recount of

day of any election, ten or more qualified voters of any boaTddf aider-

ward file with the city clerk a statement in writing that
'"®""

they have reason to believe that the returns of the officers

of certain precincts in said ward are erroneous, specifying

wherein they deem them iu error, said clerk shall forth-

with transmit such statement to the board of aldermen or

the committee thereof appointed to examine the returns

of said election. The board of aldermen, or their com-
mittee, shall thereupon, and within eight days next fol-

lowing the day of election, open the envelope or envelopes

and examine the ballots thrown in said precinct, and de-

termine the questions raised ; they shall then again seal

the envelope, either with the seal of the city or a seal pro-

vided for the purpose, and endorse upon said envelope a

certificate that the same has been opened and again sealed
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by them in conformity to law; and the envelope, sealed

as aforesaid, shall be returned to the city clerk, who,
upon the certificate of the board of aldermen, or of their

committee, shall alter and amend such of the precinct re-

turns as have been proved to be erroneous, and such

amended returns shall stand as the true returns of the

precinct.
Aldermen not SECTION 32. The board of aldcrmcu shall uot declare
to declare result

i /. . • -i i • ,» />!•
of election until the rcsult ot an election until the time tor tiiinff a request
time for recount /. x/'ii.i -i ' p i.

has expired. lor a rccouut oi Oallots has expired, or, in case ot such

request havinof been made, until the said ballots have been

examined and the returns amended, if found erroneous ;

any provision in the charter of any city or in any act in

amendment thereof to the contrary notwithstanding.
City clerk to SECTION 33. The clcrk of each city shall furnish to
furnish precinct ,,,,., . i /> •. i i i
clerks with seal the clcrks ot the scvcral precincts a seal ot suitable ae-

envetopes!
"'' vicc, the dcslgu for which shall include the number or

designation ot* the ward and ot the precinct for which it is

furnished, and said seal shall be used in sealing the envel-

opes as required by law at any election.
County commis. SECTION 34. Scctiou fifty of chapter seven of the Pub-
Bioners to notify

, . ,^ . , , -, i i % i- 1

1

person chosen lic Statutcs IS hereby amended to read as tollows :

—

reglster^of"^ Couttty commissioucrs shall, on the first Wednesday of
''*''*'*•

the month next succeeding an election for county treas-

urer or register of deeds in their county, open and
examine the returned copies of records of votes at such

Also to notify elcctiou aud notify the person chosen of his election ; they
t esecietaiy.

gj^.j|i jj]gfj forthwith uotify the secretary of the Common-
wealth of the name and residence of every person so

chosen and the date when his term of service will expire ;

and shall give the like notice of any vacancy in either of

said offices. In Suffolk County the board of aldermen of

Boston, within ten days after an election for register of

deeds for said county shall so open and examine the votes

of such election and give notice as above provided.
If it appears Section 35, If upon examination of the copies of the

ordisincom- rccords of votcs, as required by section forty-eight ofchap-

Siw^co*^y may tcr sevcu of the Public Statutes and section fifty of the
be required. game chaptcr, amended by this act, it shall appear to the

board of examiners or county commissioners that any

such copy is incomplete or erroneous, they may order a

new copy of the record to be made and transmitted in the

manner provided for making and transmitting the original

New copy to be rctum. Said new copy shall be returned by the clerk of
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the city or town within seven days after the date of the returned within

order requiring the same to be made, and if adjudged to be
*'*^*° "^*"

correct and in conformity to the requirements of law,

shall thereupon have the same force and effect as an orig-

inal return correctly made and transmitted.

Section 36. Any city or town officer wilfully neglect- penalty on city

ing or refusing to perform the duties required ofhim under foVn7g°ecu°'^'^

the preceding section and section twenty-nine shall for

each olfence forfeit a sum not exceeding two hundred
dollars.

Section 37. Precinct officers shall possess full author- prednct officers

ity to maintain regularity and order and to enforce p°ow'^rto"pre.

obedience to their lawful commands during an election an"nrmmd
'^^

and during the canvass of the votes after the closins: of poi''"gp''»ce-

the polls, and shall have full authority to preserve peace
and good order at and around the polling place and to

keep the access thereto open and unobstructed, and may re-

quire any police officers, constables or other persons
present to communicate their orders and directions and to

assist in the performance of the duties in this section en-
joined.

Section 38. It shall be the duty of the chief executive poiice officers to

officer of the police force of each city to detail a sufficient poulng places!

number of police officers for each voting precinct, who
shall be stationed at each polling place in such precincts

on the day of election to preserve order, and to protect
each and all of said election officers and supervisors from
any interference with or obstruction in the performance of
their respective duties and to aid in enforcing the provis-
ions of this act.

Section 39. If any person shall refuse to obey the Arrest for dis-

lawful commands of the election officers, or, by disorderly hi "presence of
*"'

conduct in their presence or hearing, shall interrupt or
''''"'''°" °^'"'"'

disturb their proceedings, they may make an order direct-

ing any constable or police officer, or other person, to

take the person so offending into custody, and detain him
until the final canvass of the votes shall be completed, but
such order shall not prohibit the person so taken into cus-
tody from voting at such election.

Section 40. If any person shall wilfully disobey any Arrest for ..(,-

lawful commands of the election officers, or shall wUfully arofon^hu"
and without lawful authority obstruct, hinder or delay any piaL?'^°"'"^
voter on his way to any polling place where an election

shall be held, or while he is exercising, or attempting to



302 1884.— Chapter 299.

Penalty for
illegal voting.

Penalty for aid-
ing in illegal

voting.

Penalty for
alterint; ballot,

or depositing
ballot, -witli in-

tent to cheat.

Election laws of
Boston not re-

pealed.

Repeal.

exercise, the right of voting, or shall aid or assist in such
obstruction or delay, he shall be punished by fine not ex-
ceeding two hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in the
house of correction for not more than one year.

Section 41. Whoever knowing that he is not a quali-

fied voter at an election wilfully votes for any officers to
be then chosen, or whoever so votes more than once on
his own name, or whoever so votes in more than one
town, or voting precinct, his name having been registered
more than once or. in more than one town, or voting pre-
cinct, shall be punished by fine not less than three hun-
dred dollars, or by imprisonment in jail for not less than
three nor more than twelve months.

Section 42. Whoever wilfully aids or abets any one
not legally qualified in voting or attempting to vote at an
election, shall forfeit a sum not exceeding two hundred
dollars for every such ofience, or shall be punished by
imprisonment in jail for not less than one nor more than
twelve months.

Section 43. Whoever, with intent to cheat or defraud,
alters any ballot cast for any officer at any election held
for the choice of public officers ; and whoever, with such
intent, deposits any ballot in the ballot-box used at such
election, or in the envelope used for the preservation of
ballots cast at such election ; and whoever, with such
intent, removes any ballot from such ballot-box or en-
velope,— shall be punished by fine not exceeding five hun-
dred dollars, or by imprisonment in the jail not exceeding
three years.

Section 44. The provisions of this chapter shall not
be deemed to repeal the special laws relating to elections

in the city of Boston. Sections one, two, sixteen, seven-
teen, eighteen, nineteen, twenty, twenty-one, twenty-six,
twenty - seven , twenty-eight, twenty-nine, thirty-four,

thirty-six, thirty-eight, thirty-nine, fifty-one, fifty-two, fif-

ty-five and sixty-two, of chapter seven of the Public Stat-

utes, chapter two hundred and ninety-one of the acts of the

year eighteen hundred and eighty-one, chapter seventy-four
of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and eighty-two, and
all acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith, are hereby
repealed ; and in the remaining sections of said chapter

seven, wherever the terms "ward," "ward meetings"
and " ward officers " occur, they shall be held to mean
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precinct, precinct meetings and precinct officers, or elec-

tion officers, respectively, as described in this act.

Section 45. This act shall take effect upon its passage ; Not to affect

but any election which may be held previous to the next p/eWous t^o^'next

state election, shall be conducted according to the pro-

visions of law heretofore regulating the same.

Ajjproved May 29, 1884.

An act to change the name of the harvard clock company.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows

:

Section 1. The name of the Harvard Clock Company, Name changed
,

. • J 1 iU II X* ii to the Boston
a corporation organized under the general laws ot the ciockCom.

Commonwealth, is changed to the Boston Clock Company, p'"^^-

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved May 29, 1884.

state election.

Chap.^O^y

A.T!i Act relating to the powers of married women in the
DISPOSAL OF their SEPARATE ESTATE BY WILL OR DEED.

GJiap.^01

Be it enacted, etc., as follows

:

Section 1. Section six of chapter one hundred and Rigttofmar-

/>i-n.ii'i:-i !• •! /•
i"ied women to

Torty-seven or the rublic Statutes relating to the rights or dispose of prop.

a married woman to make her will is hereby amended so deid.
^^'

as to read as follows :—A married woman may make a will

in the same manner and with the same effect as if she

were sole, except that such will shall not, without the

husband's written consent, operate to deprive him of his

tenancy by the curtesy in her real estate, or of more than

one-half of her personal estate. A married woman de-

serted by, or living apart from her husband for a justifia-

ble cause, when the proper court having jurisdiction of the

parties and the cause of action, shall have entered a decree

establishing the fact of such desertion by, or living apart

from her husband for justifiable cause, may make a will in

the same manner and with the same effect as if she were
sole, and may by such will, or under such circumstances

by deed, without her husband's written consent, dispose

of all her real and personal estate.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved May 29, 1884.


