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exist on the thirtieth day of September, eighteen hundred
and eighty-five, and the duties now devolving by law upon
said board shall thereafter be performed by the board au-

thorized by this act. Approved Jtme 19, 1S85.

(JJian.SlQ -^^ -^^'^ RELATING TO MEDICAL EXAMINERS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section nine of chapter twenty-six of the

Public Statutes is amended to read as follows : — Section

9. In the county of Suffolk each medical examiner shall

receive from the treasurer of the county, in full for all

services performed by him, a salary of three thousand
dollars a year, and the associate medical examiner a sal-

ary of five hundred dollars ; but if the said associate

medical examiner serves in any year more than two
months, at the request of either medical examiner, he

shall, for such service in excess of two months, be paid

at the same rate as such medical examiner, and such com-
pensation shall be deducted from the salary of the medical

examiner in whose stead he serves. The medical exam-
iners in other counties shall receive fees as follows : For
a view without an autopsy, five dollars ; for a view and
autopsy, thirty dollars ; and for travel, at the rate of ten

cents a mile to and from the place of view.

Section 2. When a medical examiner deems it neces-

sary to have a physician present at an autopsy as one of

the witnesses, as provided in section eleven of chapter

twenty-six of the Public Statutes, such physician shall be

allowed five dollars for his services. Other witnesses re-

quired by law to be present at an autopsy shall be allowed

two dollars each.

Section 3. Every medical examiner shall, annually,

on or before the first day of March, transmit to the secre-

tary of the Commonwealth certified copies of the records

of all deaths which have occurred during the year ending

on the last day of the preceding December, the cause and
manner of which he has investigated, in accordance with

the requirements of chapter twenty-six of the Public Stat-

utes : provided, however, if the term of office of any medical

examiner shall end before the said last day of December,
he shall send to the secretary of the Commonwealth, within

the sixty days next ensuing upon the expiration of his com-
mission as a medical examiner, certified copies of the rec-

ords of all deaths officially investigated by him during that
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part of the then current calendar year in which he con-

tinued in office.

Section 4. Each medical examiner shall be entitled Fees for record
and return.

to receive from the treasury of the Commonwealth, for

recording and returning the facts relating to deaths as

herein provided, twenty cents for each of the first twenty
entries, and ten cents for each subsequent entry in any
year, as certified by the secretary of the Commonwealth,
and such allowance and payment shall be made to the

medical examiners in Suflfolk County for record and returns

pursuant to this section, notwithstanding the limitation to

the salary fixed by section nine of chapter twenty-six of

the Public Statutes as amended by this act. Any medical Penalty.

examiner shall forfeit not less than ten nor more than fifty

dollars for each refusal or neglect to fulfil the requirements

of section three of this act.

Section 5. The secretary shall, at the expense of the Blank books of

Commonwealth, prepare and furnish to the several medical ful-nLhedto

examiners, blank books of suitable quality and size, to be
*''^'™'"''"-

used as books of record under this act, and blank forms
for returns, on paper of uniform size.

Section 6. The secretary shall cause the returns re- Returns to i.e

ceived by him for each year, in accordance with this act,

to be bound together in one volume, with indexes thereto
;

he shall prepare or cause to be prepared from the said

returns such tabular results as will render them of practical

utility, and shall make report thereof annually to the gen-

eral court in connection with the report of the registry

and return of births, marriages and deaths required by
section fifteen of chapter thirty-two of the Public Statutes, tq nie with

Section 7. Every medical examiner shall forthwith a'report*'of''each

file with the district "attorney of his district, a report of
''"'"^'^ '"'"''^•

each autopsy made by him and of his view and personal

inquiry in such case under the provisions of chapter

twenty- six of the Public Statutes ; and shall certify in

such report that, in his judgment, the cause and manner
of death could not be ascertained by view and inquiry,

and that an autopsy was necessary for that purpose. The
district attorney shall examine such report, and if of the

opinion that such autopsy was necessary shall, except in

the county of Suffolk, so certify to the county commis-
sioners, having jurisdiction over the place where the

autopsy is held, and no fee for any autopsy shall be cer-

tified by the commissioners for payment until such cer-
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tificate by the district attorney shall have been filed with
said commissioners.

Section 8. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved June 19, 1SS5.

Chwn.i^SO -^^ ^^'^ '^^ SECURE GREATER CARE IN THE TRANSMISSION OF TELE-

GRAPHIC MESSAGES.
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Be it enacted, etc., as follows

:

Section 1. All persons, associations and corporations

engaged in the business of transmitting or receiving tele-

graphic messages for hire shall be liable and responsible

in each case for all damages up to the amount of one hun-
dred dollars actually caused by their negligence, or that

of their servants or agents, in transmitting, receiving or

delivering such messages, and any limit of such liability

or responsibility by contract or regulation, shall be valid

and binding only for the excess of such damages in each
case above said sum of one hundred dollars.

Section 2. No action for the recovery of such dam-
ages shall be maintained unless a claim therefor is pre-

sented in writing to such person, association or corpora-

tion, or to some officer or agent thereof, within sixty days
from the time when such right of action accrues.

Section 3. The provisions of this act shall not apply
to any negligence occurring in a telegraph office estab-

lished for the convenience and safety of a railroad corpo-
ration in the running of its trains, and transacting a public

telegraph business only as incidental thereto, nor to any
negligence in the delivery of messages received at any
such office. Ap2)roved June 19, 1SS5.

Chap.3Sl. An Act to incorporate the reading water company.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Charles F. Brown, Fred W. Hatch, Al-
bert D. Bosson, and their associates and successors, are

hereby made a corporation by the name of the Reading
Water Company, for the purpose of furnishing the inhab-

itants of the town of Reading with water for the extin-

guishment of fires, and for domestic and other purposes ;

with all the powers and privileges, and subject to all the

duties, restrictions and liabilities set forth in all general

laws which now are or may hereafter be in force applica-

ble to such corporations.
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