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the city council in the city of Lawrence. 

SECTION 3. Student enrollment at the collaborative school shall be 
voluntary. The school committee of the collaborative school, the 
commonwealth, or any city or town which is a member of the 
collaborative school shall not assign a student to the collaborative school 
without the express consent of a parent or guardian of such student. 

SECTION 4. The land and the buildings and improvements thereon 
comprising the collaborative school shall be owned by the city of 
Lawrence and the town of Andover and, upon the admission of new 
members to the collaborative, by said city and town and by such 
newmembers, as joint tenants. 

SECTION 5. State financial assistance provided by chapter 
seventy-one of the General Laws shall be calculated and paid to the 
treasurer of the collaborative school as if the collaborative school were 
a regional school district. In addition, financial assistance provided by 
chapter seventy of the General Laws shall be calculated and paid to the 
treasurer of the collaborative school based upon a school aid percentage 
which shall be equal to the school aid percentage for the city of 
Lawrence as determined in accordance with said chapter seventy. 

SECTION 6. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March 23, 1988. 

Chapter 10. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE ELECTION OF REGIONAL 
DISTRICT SCHOOL COMMITTEES. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its 
purpose, which is to immediately provide for the election of regional 
district school committees, therefore it is hereby declared to be an 
emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the public 
convenience. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 1 of chapter 50 of the General Laws, as 
appearing in the 1986 Official Edition, is hereby amended by inserting 
after the word "officer", in line 101, the words:- or a regional district 
school committee member elected district-wide. 

SECTION 2. Section 2 of chapter 53 of the General Laws, as so 
appearing, is hereby amended by inserting after the word "provides", in 
lines 2 and 3, the words:- and in the case of nominations to regional 
district school committees elected district-wide. 

SECTION 3. Section 6 of said chapter 53. as so appearing, is hereby 
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amended by striking out the fourth sentence and inserting in place 
thereof the following sentence:- Nominations of candidates for offices 
to be filled at a city or town election, except where city charters or 
general or special laws provide otherwise and nominations of candidates 
for the office of regional district school committee members elected 
district-wide, may be made by like nomination papers, signed in the 
aggregate by not less than such number of voters as will equal one per 
cent of the entire vote cast for governor at the preceding biennial state 
election in the electoral district or division for which the officers are to 
be elected, but in no event by less than twenty voters in the case of an 
office to be filled at a town election or election to a regional district 
school committee elected district-wide; provided, however, that no more 
than fifty signatures of voters shall be required on nomination papers for 
such town office or regional district school committee elected 
district-wide. 

SECTION 4. Section 8 of said chapter 53, as so appearing, is hereby 
amended by inserting after the word "elections", in line 5, the words:-
and elections for the office of regional school committee member 
elected district-wide. 

SECTION 5. Said section 8 of said chapter 53, as so appearing, is 
hereby further amended by inserting'after the words "town offices", in 
line 37, the words:- and the office of regional district school committee 
member elected district-wide. 

SECTION 6. Said chapter 53 is hereby further amended by adding the 
following section:-

Section 122. The following provisions shall apply to regional school 
district-wide elections: 

(a) Any person who is a resident of a member community and is a 
registered voter in the community in which he resides shall be entitled to 
have his name printed on the ballot to be used in the district-wide 
election if he shall file with the district clerk nomination papers signed 
by the number of voters as provided in section six who are registered and 
qualified to vote in the regional school district in which he resides. 

(b) The state secretary shall supply candidates with a certificate of 
nomination and nomination papers through the district clerk. 

(c) Other provisions of this chapter and chapters fifty-four and 
fifty-six relative to state elections shall apply to regional school district 
elections. 

(d) Every nomination paper of a candidate shall be submitted to the 
registrars of the city or town where the signers appear to be voters on or 
before five o'clock post meridian of the twenty-eighth day preceding 
the day on which it must be filed with the district clerk. Nomination 
papers shall be filed by the candidate with the district clerk on or before 
the eleventh Tuesday preceding the day of election. The district clerk 
shall certify a correct list of candidates to the state secretary on or 
before the tenth Tuesday preceding the day of election. If the state 
secretary does not receive said certified list of candidates, on or before 
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said date, the names of candidates for the regional district school 
committee shall not be printed on the ballot. The district clerk shall 
receive the election results from the city and town clerks, tabulate the 
results and certify the winners. 

SECTION 7. Section 42 of chapter 54 of the General Laws, as so 
appearing, is hereby amended by inserting after the second paragraph the 
following paragraph: -

The names and addresses of the candidates for regional district school 
committees elected district-wide at s tate elections who are elected 
incumbents shall be placed first on the ballot in alphabetical order 
according to their surnames; and the names and addresses of all other 
such candidates shall follow in like order. No political or other 
designation shall appear on the ballot. There shall be printed such 
directions as shall instruct the voter to vote for the appropriate number 
of candidates from each community. If the state secretary cannot 
accommodate all the names on the ballot in a particular community, he 
may in his discretion print a separate paper ballot for candidates for 
regional district school committees. 

SECTION 8. Said chapter 54 is hereby further amended by adding the 
following section:-

Section 162. At the biennial state elections, members of regional 
district school committees elected at district-wide elections shall be 
chosen by the voters in each such district. The length of such terms of 
office shall be determined by the regional school districts; provided, 
however; that such terms shall not exceed four years. 

SECTION 9. Section 24 of chapter 55 of the General Laws, as 
appearing in the 1986 Official Edition, is hereby amended by inserting 
after the word "involved", in line 5, the words:- and if the statement 
required to be filed by a candidate, treasurer or other person relates to a 
nomination or election for the office of regional district school 
committee member elected district-wide, the statement shall be filed 
with the clerk of the city or town where the candidate is a registered 
voter. 

SECTION 10. Chapter 71 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 
inserting after section 14D the following section:-

Section 14E. A regional school district may, by amendment to its 
regional school district agreement, provide for one of the following 
options concerning the members of its regional district school 
committee: (1) electing committee members by voters in member 
communities with each community's representation apportioned 
according to population; (2) electing members in district-wide elections 
to be held at the biennial state elections; (3) electing members with 
residency requirements in district-wide elections to be held at the 
biennial state elections; (4) weighing the votes of committee members 
according to the population they represent; and (5) appointing committee 
members by locally elected officials such as school board members. Each 
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regional school district shall designate an individual to serve as district 
clerk. 

If a regional school district decides to elect members in district-wide 
elections to be held at the biennial state elections or if any vacancy is to 
be so filled, the district clerk shall notify the state secretary by April 
fifteenth of the year of the biennial s tate election of that fact and also 
of his name and mailing address. 

SECTION 11. Section 1 of chapter 268B of the General Laws, as 
appearing in the 1986 Official Edition, is hereby amended by inserting 
after the word "congress", in line 131, the words:- and the office of 
regional district school committee member elected district-wide. 

SECTION 12. The commonwealth shall, subject to appropriation, 
reimburse the towns of East Bridgewater, Easton, Foxborough, 
Mansfield, Norton, Sharon, Stoughton, and West Bridgewater for the 
additional costs incurred as a result of the regional district election held 
in November, nineteen hundred and eighty-seven. 

Approved March 29, 1988. 

Chapter 11. AN ACT DIVIDING THE COMMONWEALTH INTO ONE 
HUNDRED AND SLXTY: STATE REPRESENTATIVE 
DISTRICTS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION l. The seventh paragraph of section 34 of chapter 53 of the 
General Laws, as amended by section 18 of chapter 465 of the acts of 
1987, is hereby further amended by striking out the, third sentence and 
inserting in place thereof the following sentence:- A candidate for 
nomination to the same office in a precinct, ward or district which 
contains any portion of the territory which he was elected to represent 
at the last preceding municipal or state election for that office shall be 
considered an elected incumbent within the meaning of this section. 

SECTION 2. The third paragraph of section 41 of chapter 54 of the 
General Laws, as appearing in the 1986 Official Edition, is hereby 
amended by striking out the fourth sentence and inserting in place 
thereof the following sentence:- A candidate for election to the same 
office in a precinct, ward or district which contains any portion of the 
territory which he was elected to represent at the last preceding 
municipal or state election for that office shall be considered an elected 
incumbent within the meaning of this section. 

SECTION 3. The second paragraph of section 42 of said chapter 54, as 
so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out the second sentence and 
inserting in place thereof the following sentence:- A candidate for 
election to the same office in a precinct; ward or district which contains 
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