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ChdVt 77. ^'^ ^^^ '" '''''^'''"" '° " f*" '^<^' relating to the meetings of the County Commissioners
•*^* * in the county of Berkshire."

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives,

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

as folloivs

:

In addition to the meetings of the county commissioners for

the county of Berkshire, as now established by law, there shall

be holden a meeting of said commissioners, at Lenox, on the

first Tuesdays of January and July in each year. \_Approved by
the Governor, March 21, 1S40.]
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meetings of
commissioners.

Chap. 78.

List to be taken
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in this section,

and to be trans-
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retary belore

October.

Valuation list.

An Act to ascertain ihe Kaleable Estate within this Commonwealth.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives,

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

as follows :

Sect. 1. The assessors for each town, district, and other

place within this Commonwealth, for the year one thousand

eight hundred and forty, shall, on or before the first day of Oc-
tober next, take and lodge in the Secretary's office a true and per-

fect list, conformably to the list hereto annexed, of all male polls,

of sixteen years old and upwards, whether at home or abroad,

distinguishing such as are exempted from taxation, and of all ratea-

ble estate, both real and personal, lying within their city, towns,

districts, and other places not exempted by law from paying

State taxes, expressing by wliom occupied or possessed, particu-

larly mentioning dwelling-houses and shops under the same roof,

or adjoining thereto, shops separate from them, distill-houses, tan-

houses, ware-houses, and stores, wharves, grist-mills, fulling mills,

saw-mills, iron works and furnaces, and all other buildings and edi-

fices of the value of twenty dollars and upwards, and the num-
ber of tons of vessels and small craft of every kind, upwards of

five tons burthen, compuiing the same according to the rules

established by the laws of the United States, whether at home
or abroad, and the amount of each person's whole stock in

trade, including all goods, wares, and merchandise at home or

abroad, paid for, or not paid for ; also, those in their hands

by factorage, also government secin-ities of all kinds, particularly

distinguishing securities of the United States, and all other

moneys at interest, more than any creditor pays interest for ; also

the whole amount of moneys on hand, including such as may be

deposited in any bank or other incorporated company, or with

any agent, the atnount of stock held by the stockholders in an}''

bank or insurance company, and shares or property in any incor-

porated company for a bridge, canal, turnpike, or rail-road, and

shares or property in any other incorporated company possessing

taxable properly ; the number of ounces of plate of all kinds

exceeding twenty dollars in value ; the number of horses, neat

cattle, sheep and swine, of the respective ages in the said list

mentioned : provided, hoicever, that all the machinery employed
in any branch of manufactures, and belonging to any corporation,

copartnership, person or persons, of this or any other State,

shall be taken and returned in the respective cities, towns, dis-
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tricts, or other places wherein such machinery may be situated

or employed ; and provided further, that in taking and returning

the shares in any manufacturing corporation, there shall first be
deducted therefrom the value of the machinery and real estate

belonging to such corporation. And the said assessors, in tak-

ing the said valuation, shall distinguish the different improvements
ol land, and return the list in the following manner, viz. : the Valuation list,

number of acres of pasture land with the number of cows, with

the after feed of the whole farm, the same land will keep ; the

number of acres of tillage land annually improved for that use
;

the number of bushels of grain and corn of all sorts the same
will yearly produce ; the number of acres of salt marsh, with

the tons of hay annually produced therefrom ; the number of

acres of English upland, and fresh meadow mowing land, with

the tons of hay of each sort annually produced therefrom ; also

all cow rights and all woodland of every sort, and lands belong-

ing to any town or other proprietary, improved or unimproved
;

also the number of acres improved for roads, and covered with

water, according to the best estimation of the assessors, and all

such lands the owners and occupiers of which are holden to pay
a quit-rent to Harvard college, pursuant to the direction of the

original donor or donors, that the same may be considered in

the valuation which may be established in pursuance of this act,

excepting all the estates belonging to Harvard, Williams, and
Amherst colleges, and to incorporated theological institutions and
academies ; and also the estate belonging to the Massachusetts

General Hospital, and improved for the purposes of that institu-

tion : provided always^ that the several articles of the produce
of the lands, herein before enumerated, shall not be taken into

consideration in forming a valuation, for any other purpose than

for ascertaining the relative value of lands in the various parts of

this Commonwealth. And the said assessors shall cause all the

columns of the several articles contained in the several lists, to

be carefully cast up and footed, and the lists of the jiolls and
rateable estates, to be taken as aforesaid, shall be taken as of the

first day of May next.

Sect. 2. It shall be the duty of the assessors of the oldest Valuation of

Incorporated town adjacent to any unincorporated territory,, polls and estates

•.I .1 ... \ t r I 11 1 111 uiiincorpo-
withm the same county, to make a valuation of the polls and rated lerriioriei.

estates of such unincorporated territory, agreeably to the provi-

sions of this act, and keep an accurate account of the expense in-

curred in making the same, with a view to its futiwe assessment

upon the polls and estates of such unincorporated territory.

Sect. 3. The said assessors, before they enter on this porm of oath

work, shall take the following oath or affirmation, viz.: You, to be taken by

A. B., being chosen an assessor for the year one thousand eight
^"^^*°"-

hundred and forty, do swear, (or affirm,) that you will faithfully

and iinpariially, according to your best skill and judgment, do and
perform the whole duty of nn assessor, as directed and enjoined

by an act of this Commonwealth, made in the present year, en-

titled " an act to ascertain the rateable estate within this Com-
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raonwealih," without favor or prejudice. So help you God.
Wliich oath or affirmation may be administered by such officers

as are now authorized by law to administer the usual oaths to-

Their compen- town officers. And each and every assessor shall be allowed
saiion. ^y (j^q chy^ town, district, or other place to which he belongs,

the sum of one dollar and twenty-five cents, for every day

which he shall be necessarily employed in doing the duties en-

joined by this act.

Penally upon Sect. 4. If any assessor of any city, town, district, or

nedec° of duty. Other place, within this Commonwealth, for the year aforesaid,

shall refuse to take such oath or affirmation, or, having taken the

same, shall neglect or refuse to do and perform the duties re-

quired by this act, or shall act in any way fraudulently or deceit-

fully therein, he shall, for each of those ofibnces, forfeit and pay

a fine of not less than one hundred dollars, nor more than two
thousand dollars, at the discretion of the court before whom

Penally upon trial shall be had. And every person liable to be taxed, and not
persons for re-

q^^j ^^ ^^- Commonwealth, on and from the first day of May
fusing lo give

i r- i r * i i n r -i

account ofprop- next to the first day oi August next, who shall refuse, or wil-
ertywhenre-

fully neglect to give the assessors in wriiing, and on oath or

affirmation, if required, (which oath or affirmation the said

assessors are hereby respectively empowered to administer,) a

true account of all his or her rateable estate, according to the

true intent and meaning of this act, shall be doomed by the said

assessors, according to their best skill and judgment, to the full

amount of his or her rateable estate ; and the oath last mentioned
— on oath, shall be of the following form, viz. : You, C. D., do swear, (or

affirm,) that all your rateable estate, conformable to this list, here

shown by you, doth not exceed this account, by you now ex-

hibited, according to your best knowledge and judgment. So
help you God : provided, nevertheless, that every person con-

— oraffirma- scientiously scrupulous of taking an oath, in the form required

by law, who shall be required to take either of the oaths afore-

said, shall be excused therefrom, upon solemnly and sincerely

affirming the truth of the declarations therein contained, under

the pains and penalties of perjury.
Secretary to Sect. 5. The Secretary of the Commonwealth shall cause
transmit blanks,

, • i i i i i i • t i • i i

&c.,io asses- to be prmted blank tables, conveniently arranged with columns
*""• headed with appropriate denominations for the returns of the

particulars indicated in this act, and such other useful information

in relation to manufactures, commerce, the fisheries, agriculture,

and the productions of the earth and of husbandry, as may be

directed by the governor and council, and shall furnish a sufficient

number of copies thereof, together with a copy of this act, to

the assessors of each town.
Assessors to Sect. 6. The assessors, in each town, district, or other

re^ary a copy
*^' place in this Commonwealth, for the year one thousand eight

of the valuation hundred and forty, shall, on or before the said first day of October

basis onax' of "lext, transmit to the Secretary's office a true and attested copy
1839. of the valuation by which the assessors of the said towns, dis-

tricts, and other places, made the town and county taxes in their
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respective towns, districts, or other places, for the year one

thousand eieht hundred and thirty-nine. And all fines and for- Recovery of

feitures, arising by this act may be recovered in the supreme '

judicial court of this Commonwealth, by action of debt, one

moiety to him or them wiio shall sue for the same, and the other

moiety to the use of the Commonwealth, or by information filed

in the same court by the attorney general, in which case, the

forfeiture shall wholly accrue to the Commonwealth. And the

Secretary is hereby required to furnish the attorney general with Secretary to

a list of the towns, districts, and other places, the assessors of l"/nerai^oTde-^

which shall neglect to lodge in his office, a list of the polls and linqueni towns,

estates agreeably to the provisions of the first section of this

act, to the end that they may be prosecuted at the discretion of

said officers.

Sect. 7. The following shall be the form of the list for the Form of vaiua-

valuation of the year one thousand eight hundred and forty :— ''"" '*''

A list of the polls and estates, real and personal, of the several

proprietors and inhabitants of , in the county of
,

taken pursuant to an act of the Legislature of this Common-
wealth, passed in the year one thousand eight hundred and forty,

entitled " an act to ascertain the rateable estate within this Com-
monwealth," by the subscribers, assessors of the said ,

duly elected and sworn. Number of polls rateable, sixteen years

old and upwards. Number of male polls not taxed nor supported

by the town. Number of male polls supported by the town.

Number of dwelling-houses. Number of shops within or adjoin-

ing to dwelling-houses. Number of other shops. Number of

distill-houses. Number of breweries. Number of tan-houses.

Number of warehouses and stores. Number of rope-walks.

Number of grist-mills. Number of carding-machines, with their

buildings. Number of fulling-mills. Number of saw-mills.

Number of small-arm manufactories, with their buildings. Num-
ber of slitting-mills and nail-machines. Number of cotton facto-

ries. Number of spindles in the same. Number of looms in

the same. Number of woollen factories. Number of spindles Same subject.

in the same. Number of looms in the same. Number of linen

factories. Number of spindles in the same. Number of looms

in the same. Number of establishments for printing silks and

calico. Number of bleacheries. Number of paper-mills. Num-
ber of other mills. Number of iron works and furnaces. Num-
ber of glass factories. Number of card factories. Number of

barns. Number of superficial feet of salt works. Number of all

other works, buildings and edifices, of the value of twenty dollars

and upwards. Number of superficial feet of wharf. Number of

tons of vessels and small craft, of five tons burthen and upwards,

at home or abroad. The amount of every person's whole stock

in trade, including all goods, wares and merchandise, at home or

abroad, paid for or not paid for, and also those in their hands by

factorage. The amount of securities of the United States, of

this Stale, or any other government, and at what rate of interest.

The amount of moneys at interest, more than any creditor pays
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interest for. The amount of money on hand, including such as

may be deposited in any bank or other incorporated company,

or with any agent. The amount of stock held by the stockhold-

ers in any bank or insurance company. Number of shares in

any bridge, canal, turnpike or rail-road, and the value of such

shares, with the annual income thereof. The number and value

of shares, or the amount of property in any other incorporated

company possessing taxable property. Number of ounces of

plate of all kinds, exceeding twenty dollars in value. Number
of acres of tillage land, including orchards tilled. Number of

bushels of wheat. Number of bushels of rye. Number of bush-

Same subject, els of oats. Number of bushels of Indian corn. Number of

bushels of barley raised on the said tillage land by the year.

Number of pounds of hops. Number of tons of hemp. Num-
ber of tons of flax. Number of tons of broom corn. Number
of acres of Ens^lish and upland mowing, including orcharding

mowed. Number of tons of hay, the yearly produce of the

same. Number of acres of fresh meadow. Number of tons of

hay, the yearly produce of the same. Number of acres of salt

marsh. Number of tons of hay, the yearly produce of the same.

Number of acres of pasturage, including the orcharding pastured.

Number of cows the same will keep, with the after-feed of the

whole farm. Number of cow rights. Number of acres of wood-
land, exclusive of pasture land enclosed. Number of acres of

unimproved land. Number of acres of land unimproveable.

Number of acres of land owned by the town, or other proprie-

tary. Number of acres of land used for roads. Number of

acres of land covered with water. Number of horses one year

old and upwards. Number of mules and asses one year old and

upwards. Number of oxen four years old and upwards. Num-
ber of cows three years old and upwards. Number of steers and

heifers of one year old and upwards. Number of sheep six

months old and upwards. Number of swine six months old and

upwards. The value and description of all other rateable estate,

not before enumerated. The amount of real estates doomed.
The amount of personal estates doomed. [Approved by the

Governor, March 23, 1840.]

ChctV* 79. -'^" ^^"^ '" ''''•J'l'oii lo " 31 Act to establish the Boston Lunatic Hospital."

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives,

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

as follows :

Insane persons Sect. 1. Whenever it shall be made to appear, on applica-

Ihe^Hospha'l iTy
^'°"' '" Writing, to the police court of the city of Boston, that

order of police any person is insane, not being furiously mad, and is either

the hUi ofap-
chargeable or likely to become chargeable to the city or the

peal to muni- State ; or, being furiously mad, has his legal settlement in and is

cipal court, «kc. chargeable to said city, the said police court are hereby author-

ized to order the confinement of such person in the said Boston
Lunatic Hospital, saving to the person complained against the

right to appeal from such order to the municipal court of the


