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Sect, 2. The said corporation may hold for the pur- ^^^] ^^^^^®
,

_ .
JT J JT not to exceed

poses aforesaid, real estate not exceeding the amount of two $200,000, and

hundred thousand dollars, and the whole capital stock of capital stock

said corporation shall not exceed the amount of five hun- '

dred thousand dollars. \Approved by the Governor, March
15, 1844.

J

An Act concerning the Eastern Rail-road Company. C>h(lJ) lOO.

BE it enacted by the Se?iate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled^ arid by the authority of
the same, as follows :

Sect. 1. The Eastern Rail-road Company is hereby Authorized to

authorized to remove a wooden covering erected in the tun-
nefin^galem"

nel of their road in Salem, and so much of the first section

of the one hundred and fifty-second chapter of the acts of

the year one thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven, as

requires the said company to provide a covering for said

rail-road, for a distance of at least thirty feet from Essex
street, in said Salem, is hereby repealed.

Sect. 2. The treasurer of the Commonwealth is hereby Treasurer of

authorized to pay to the treasurer of the said rail-road com- ^^^ Common-
1 n 1 ^ r- -I n a ^ Wealth may

pany the amount 01 mterest due on the first day 01 April, pay certain in-

in the year one thousand eight hundred and forty, on five terest money to

certificates of scrip issued by the said Commonwealth for Company.

the benefit of said company, the same being numbered fif-

ty-seven and fifty-eight, for five thousand dollars each,

eighty-six and eighty-seven, for two thousand dollars each,

and one hundred and seventeen, for one thousand dollars,

said interest being in all, the sum of three hundred and sev-

enty-five dollars—the interest warrants for said certificates

being supposed to be lost
;
provided, however, that the said Provided, &c.

Eastern Rail-road Company shall first give bond, with suf-

ficient surety, to the satisfaction of the treasurer of the

Commonwealth, to indemnify the Commonwealth aforesaid,

against all demands that may hereafter be made for, or on
account of said interest. {Approved by the Governor, March
15, 1844.]

An Act to incorporate the Vermont and Massachusetts Rail-road Company. QJlClT) 134.

BE it enacted by the Senate and Honsc of Representa-
tives, in General Conrt assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

Sect. I. Joseph Davis, Ephraim Parker, Gardner C. Persons incor-

Hall, John R. Blake, James White, Richard Colton, George porated.

T. Davis and Horatio G. Newcomb, their associates and
successors, are hereby made a corporation by the name of
the Vermont and Massachusetts Rail-road Company, with
all the powers and privileges, and subject to all the duties,

liabilities and restrictions, contained in that part of the thir-
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ty-ninth chapter of the Revised Statutes which relates to

rail-road corporations, and in the several statutes subse-

quently passed relating to such corporations, and in the

forty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes.

And said corporation is hereby empowered and author-

ized to locate, construct and fully complete a rail-road with
one or more tracks, from some convenient point on the loca-

tion of the Fitchburg Rail-road, in the town of Fitchburg,

in the county of Worcester, and thence up the Nashua riv-

er to the valley of Whitman's river in Westminster, thence

up said valley to the south part of Ashburnham, thence

through the north part of the town of Gardner to the Otter

river, thence down said Otter river to the village of Bald-
winsville, in the north part of Templeton, thence down said

river to Miller's river, passing through the southwest corner

of Winchendon, thence down said Miller's river, passing

through the towns of Royalston and Phillipston, to Athol

in said county of Worcester ; and from said termination in

Athol, to continue and extend the said rail-road in either or

any of the following ways, namely : down said Miller's

river, through the towns of Orange, Wendell, Erving, near

the line of Montague, to the town of North field, on the Con-
necticut river, and crossing said river, and running to the

southern boundary of Vernon in the State of Vermont ; or

from said termination in Athol, through the towns of

Orange and Warwick, to the southern boundary of Win-
chester in the State of New Hampshire ; or from said ter-

mination in Athol, through the towns of Orange, Erving,
Wendell, Montague, Deerfield, Greenfield and Bernardston,

to the southern boundary of the Slate of Vermont, at Guil-

ford or Vernon—or from said Bernardston, through the

towns of Gill and Northfield, to the southern boundary of

said State of Vermont, at Vernon.
Sect. 2. The capital stock of said rail-road company

shall consist of not more than twenty-five thousand shares,

the number of which shall be determined, from time to

time, by the directors thereof, and no assessments shall be
laid thereon of a greater amount in the whole, than one
hundred dollars on each share ; and no share shall be trans-

ferable within one year after the organization of said com-
pany under this act, and no stockholder shall vote upon the

question of the location of the road upon either of the routes

named in the first section of this act, unless at least five

per cent, shall have been paid upon the share or shares

upon which such stockholder shall claim the right to vote :

and before this organization of the company, five thousand
shares at least shall have been subscribed. And the said

corporation may purchase and hold such real estate on the

line of said road, and such materials, cars, engines and
other things, as may be necessary for depots, for the use of
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said road, and for the transportation of persons, goods and
merchandize.

Sect. 3. If the location of said road on one of the

routes before mentioned, be not filed according to law
within two years from the first day of April next ; or if the

said company shall not complete said road from the termi-

nation of said Fitchburg Rail-road as far as said Baldwins-
ville, within three years from the date of this act, and the

remainder thereof on one of said routes, to the extent pro-

vided for in the first section of this act, with at least one
track, within five years from the date of the same, then the

same shall be null and void.

Sect. 4. The legislature may authorize any company to

enter with another rail-road, at any point of said Vermont
and Massachusetts Raihroad, and use the same, or any
part thereof, paying therefor such a rate of toll or compen-
sation as the Legislature may from time to time, prescribe,

or that may be fixed under the provisions of any general

law of this Commonwealth, complying with the rules and
regulations which may be established by said Vermont and
Massachusetts Rail-road Company : provided^ however^ that

no other corporation shall enter upon said Vermont and
Massachusetts Rail-road with any motive power, unless

said Vermont and Massachusetts Rail-road Company shall

refuse to draw over their road, or some part thereof, the

cars of such other rail-road corporation, which may be so

authorized to enter with their rail-road upon the said Ver-

mont and Massachusetts Rail-road.

Sect. 5. The Legislature may, after the expiration of

five years from the time when the said rail-road shall be
opened for use, from time to time reduce the rate of tolls,

or other profits upon said road. But the tolls shall not,

without the consent of said company, be so reduced as to

produce, with said profits, less than ten percent, per annum.
Sect. 6. And whereas the Legislature of the State of

Vermont, at their session in October, A. D. 1843, incorpo-

rated the Brattleboro' and Fitchburg Rail-road Company,
and authorized and empowered the same to build a rail-road

with a single or double track, from the east village of said

Brattleboro', southerly to the south or east line of said State

of Vermont, where it will most conveniently meet the Fitch-

burg Rail-road; and empowered said Brattleboro' and
Fitchburg Rail-road Company to unite with said Fitchburg
Rail-road Company, or with any other company that should
be chartered between Fitchburg and Brattleboro', in any
way not inconsistent with the laws of Vermont, which said

company might deem expedient to promote the general in-

terests of the rail-road from Boston to Brattleboro' ;

—

Now be it further enacted, that said Vermont and Mas-
sachusetts Rail-road Company are hereby authorized to
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unite with said Brattleboro' and Fitchbnrg Rail-road com-
pany, and with any company, or companies, which are, or

may be incorporated and empowered, to continue and ex-

tend a rail-road from said Fitchburg to said Brattleboro'.

And when the said companies so extending between Fitch-

burg and Brattleboro' shall have so united, the stockholders

of one company shall become the stockholders in the other,

and the two companies shall constitute one corporation,

under the name of the Vermont and Massachusetts Rail-

road Company; and all the franchises, property, powers
and privileges granted, or acquired under the authority of

the said states, respectively, shall be held and enjoyed by
all the said stockholders, in proportion to the amount of

property held by them respectively, in either or both of

said corporations. Or, if it shall be deemed a more con-

venient mode of union, the said Vermont and Massachusetts
Rail-road Company may purchase and hold the shares of

capital stock in such intermediate road or roads between
the north line of Massachusetts and said east village of

Brattleboro.'

Sect. 7. One or more of the directors, or other officers

of said Vermont and Massachusetts Rail-road Company, as

is provided in the preceding section, shall at all times be
an inhabitant of this Commonwealth, on whom processes

against said company may be legally served, and said com-
pany shall be held to answer in the jurisdiction where the

service is made and the process is returnable.

Sect. 8. The said company shall keep separate accounts
of their expenditures in JMassachusetts and in Vermont,
and in case any part of said route be located and chartered
in New Hampshire, in that state also ; and one commis-
sioner shall be appointed by the governor of each state in

which said road extends, to hold their offices for the term
of four years, and to be reasonably compensated by said

company, who shall decide what portion of all expenditures
of said company, and of its receipts and profits, properly
pertain to that part of the road within, and that part with-
out, this Commonwealth ; and the annual report required

to be made to the legislature of this Commonwealth shall be
approved by the said commissioners, and shall show the

expenditures, receipts and profits belonging to the respec-

tive parts of said road in each of the states aforesaid.

Sect. 9. The said company, and the stockholders there-

in, so far as their road shall be situated in Massachusetts,
shall be subject to all the duties and liabilities of the Ver-
mont and Massachusetts Rail-road Company, created by
the provisions of this act and the general laws of this state,

to the same extent as said company, and the stockholders
therein would have been, had the whole line of said rail-

road been located within the limits of Massachusetts.
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Sect. 10. The provisions contained in the four preced-
ing sections (other than that giving power to hold the shares
in the company or companies between the north hne of this

state and the east viUage of Braitleboro',) shaU not take
effect until the legislature or legislatures of the state or

states in which said road shall be located shall pass an act
or acts containing similar provisions, nor until said provi-

sions shall have been accepted by the stockholders of said

respective corporations, at legal meetings held for that pur-
pose.

Sect. II. The said corporation may enter with their

rail-road upon the Fitchburg Rail-road at any convenient
point in the town of Fitchburg, and use the same, or any
part thereof, paying therefor such rate of toll or compensa-
tion as the legislature may from time to time prescribe, or

that may be fixed under the provisions of any general law
of this Commonwealth, complying with the rules and regu-
lations which may be established by said Fitchburg Rail-

road Company : provided, however, that said Vermont and
Massachusetts Rail-road Corporation shall not enter upon
said Fitchburg Rail-road with any moti'/e povver, unless

said Fitchburg Rail-road Company shall refuse to draw
over their road, or some part thereof, the cars of said Ver-
mont and Massachusetts Rail-road Company.

Sect. 12. This act shall take effect from and after its

passage. [Approved by the Governor, March 15, 1844.]

An Act to change the names of the Persons therein mentioned.

BE it eno.cted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

Benjamin Gilbert, a minor, may take the name of Ben-
jamin Williams Gilbert; An)aziah Atwood, Jr. may take
the name of Francis Amaziah Atwood; Charles Parker
may take the name of Charles Sargent Parker; John Ma-
son may take the name of John Warren Mason ; Rebecca
Locke may take the name of Louisa Rebecca Locke

; James
Colbert may take the name of Caleb Colbert Mortimer;
Ruthy Low Colbert may take the name of Sarah Lynch
Mortimer

;
Caleb Cushing Woodman may take the name of

Caleb Cushing Emerson Alortimer ; William Storer Worm-
wood may take the name of William Storer; Jonathan
Kimball Rogers may take the name of John Kimball Rog-
ers ; vMphonso Horatio Foster may take the name of Frank-
lin Henry Foster; Louisa Cody Palmer, a minor, may take

the name of Louisa Caldwell Palmer; Prince Fdward
Nichols may take the name of Ferdinand Almy Nichols;
Francis Moore may take the name of Francis Clifford

Moore; Charles Augustus Bartlett may take the name of
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