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the same powers, and perform the same duties, in reference

to the assessment and collection of the moneys voted by
the inhabitants of such fire district, as aforesaid, as they

have and exercise in reference to the assessment and col-

lection of town taxes, and may make abatements in the

Property sub- same manner: provided, nevertheless, that the sums so

tion.^°^^^^' voted shall be assessed upon the property within such dis-

trict, both real and personal.
Compensation Sect. 14. The chief clerk and engineer of any fire dis-

oiLcers/^^"*^*^ trict, duly constituted, shall be entitled to such reasonable

compensation for their services as may be voted by the

inhabitants of the district, at a legal meeting thereof; but
no compensation shall be paid to any other officer or mem-
ber of any district, for his services in that capacity.

Penalties of Sect. 15. The by-laws, rules and regulations, passed
infraction of j^y gj^jj f^,.g districts, which have penalties attached to
rul6s 01 nrc ^ *

districts, 10 be them, shall, before they shall be in force, be approved by
approved by xhe, court of commou pleas, held within and for the county
tnc court oi .

common pleas, to whicli such fire districts belong, and all penalties, which

How to be shall be recovered by virtue of this act, shall be appro-
used, priated to pay the expenses of the fire department. [-Ap-

proved by the Governor, March 16, 1844.]

Chci'D 153. ^^ -^^"^ concerning the Journals and Files of the Senate and House of Eep-" '

resentatives.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

Journals, &c. The joumals, files, papers and documents of every de-

houseVtTbe in
scription, appertaining to the senate and to the house of

the custody of representatives and their proceedings, shall be in the cus-

thereof'a^nd ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ clerks thereof, respectively
;
and copies thereof,

certified copies Certified by the said clerks, shall, in all cases, be evidence
to be evidence, equally and in like manner with the originals. [Approved

by the Governor, March 16, 1844.]

Chap 154. An Act concernins; Poor Debtors.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authoi'ity of
the same, as follorvs :

Notice of pur- Sect. 1. Whenever any person shall be arrested on
pose to tal{e the • • -i -j. r i i ^ i

poor debtor's mesue proccss, m any civil suit for any debt ; or whenever
oath, when and any persoii shall have been so arrested, and have given

given, 't'"a%''s- ^^^1' o*" ^^^^^ Committed to jail
;
or shall have been commit-

tice of the ted to jail on surrender, in court or otherwise, by his bail in
peace.

^j-^g g^^jj^ ^^ may, at any time after his arrest or commit-
ment, give notice, in writing, to any justice of the peace in

the county where the arrest was made, that he is desirous
to take the oath prescribed in the ninety-eighth chapter of

the Revised Statutes, for '^ the relief of poor debtors com-


