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the same powers, and perform the same duties, in reference

to the assessment and collection of the moneys voted by
the inhabitants of such fire district, as aforesaid, as they

have and exercise in reference to the assessment and col-

lection of town taxes, and may make abatements in the

Property sub- same manner: provided, nevertheless, that the sums so

tion.^°^^^^' voted shall be assessed upon the property within such dis-

trict, both real and personal.
Compensation Sect. 14. The chief clerk and engineer of any fire dis-

oiLcers/^^"*^*^ trict, duly constituted, shall be entitled to such reasonable

compensation for their services as may be voted by the

inhabitants of the district, at a legal meeting thereof; but
no compensation shall be paid to any other officer or mem-
ber of any district, for his services in that capacity.

Penalties of Sect. 15. The by-laws, rules and regulations, passed
infraction of j^y gj^jj f^,.g districts, which have penalties attached to
rul6s 01 nrc ^ *

districts, 10 be them, shall, before they shall be in force, be approved by
approved by xhe, court of commou pleas, held within and for the county
tnc court oi .

common pleas, to whicli such fire districts belong, and all penalties, which

How to be shall be recovered by virtue of this act, shall be appro-
used, priated to pay the expenses of the fire department. [-Ap-

proved by the Governor, March 16, 1844.]

Chci'D 153. ^^ -^^"^ concerning the Journals and Files of the Senate and House of Eep-" '

resentatives.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

Journals, &c. The joumals, files, papers and documents of every de-

houseVtTbe in
scription, appertaining to the senate and to the house of

the custody of representatives and their proceedings, shall be in the cus-

thereof'a^nd ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ clerks thereof, respectively
;
and copies thereof,

certified copies Certified by the said clerks, shall, in all cases, be evidence
to be evidence, equally and in like manner with the originals. [Approved

by the Governor, March 16, 1844.]

Chap 154. An Act concernins; Poor Debtors.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authoi'ity of
the same, as follorvs :

Notice of pur- Sect. 1. Whenever any person shall be arrested on
pose to tal{e the • • -i -j. r i i ^ i

poor debtor's mesue proccss, m any civil suit for any debt ; or whenever
oath, when and any persoii shall have been so arrested, and have given

given, 't'"a%''s- ^^^1' o*" ^^^^^ Committed to jail
;
or shall have been commit-

tice of the ted to jail on surrender, in court or otherwise, by his bail in
peace.

^j-^g g^^jj^ ^^ may, at any time after his arrest or commit-
ment, give notice, in writing, to any justice of the peace in

the county where the arrest was made, that he is desirous
to take the oath prescribed in the ninety-eighth chapter of

the Revised Statutes, for '^ the relief of poor debtors com-
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mitted on execution for debt ;" which notice, if given by
the debtor, or officer who made the arrest, or has him in

custody, or by any other person in behalf of the debtor,

shall be sufficient..

Sect. 2. It shall be the duty of the justice so notified

forthwith to appoint a time and place for the examination
of the debtor, and to issue a notice thereof to the plaintiff,

by a citation under his hand, which citation shall be served
and returned by any officer who is authorized to serve any
civil process between the same parties.

Sect. 3. The citation aforesaid may be served upon the

plaintiff, his agent or attorney, by giving him in hand a
copy thereof, attested by the officer serving the same, or by
leaving such copy at his usual place of abode, allowing in

all cases not less than twenty-four hours after such service

before the time appointed for the examination ; and also

allowing time for his travel from the place of service to the

place appointed for the examination after being so notified,

not less than at the rate of one day (Lord's day excluded)
for every twenty-four miles' travel ; and the service, when
made on his agent or attorney, as aforesaid, shall have the

same effect as if made on the plaintiff himself.

Sect. 4, When there are more than one person plaintiff

in the action, or more than one agent or attorney, the ser-

vice of the citation upon one of the plaintiffs, agents or

attornies, shall be sufficient.

Sect. 5. When the plaintiff is dead, or not a resident of

this State, the citation shall be served upon his agent or

attorney, if living within this State, but if no such agent or

attorney can be found within this State by the officer serv-

ing the same, an attested copy of the citation shall be left

by the officer with the clerk of the court, or justice of the

peace, before whom the writ is, or was returnable, or action is

or was pending,—allowing time, after leaving the copy with
the clerk or justice, the same as is prescribed in the third

section of this act, computing time for travel from the place

of leaving the copy to that appointed for the examination
;

the person who made the writ in the suit on which the ar-

rest was made, shall be considered the attorney of the

plaintiff as to the service of the citation in that case.

Sect. 6. The examination may be had before any two
justices of the peace for the county, each of whom shall be
of the quorum, and disinterested, and not related either to

the plaintiff or debtor; and shall be conducted in the same
manner, and with the same powers in tiie justices, as is

provided in the ninety-eighth chapter of the Revised Stat-

utes.

Sect. 7. If, upon examination, the debtor shall be ad-
mitted to take the oath, his bail, if he then be under bail,

shall be discharged
;
and the debtor shall not be arrested
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again for the same cause of action
;
but if judgment shall

not have been then rendered in the action in which the

debtor was arrested, the action may be prosecuted to final

judgment in the same manner as if the debtor had not been
admitted to take the oath.

Sect. 8. If the debtor, upon such examination, shall be
admitted to take the oath, it shall be the duty of the justi-

ces who administered the oath, upon the request of the debtor

and at his expense, in addition to the certificate required to

be made by them by the tenth section of the ninety-eighth

chapter of the Revised Statutes, to give him a certificate

briefly stating the fact that they have administered to him
the poor debtor's oath, which certificate being filed with the

clerk of the court, or justice of the peace, before whom the

writ on which he was arrested, and so admitted to take the

oath, is returnable, or the suit is pending, no execution
which may be issued on the judgment rendered in that ac-

tion shall run against the body of the debtor. The certifi-

cate required by the tenth section of said chapter of the

Revised Statutes, to be made out by the justices adminis-
tering the oath, shall be filed with the jailor, when the

debtor is in close confinement, or has given bond for the

prison limits, whether he be so on mesne process, or on sur-

render by his bail ; and in all other cases the certificate of

the oaths and papers shall, within six months from the time
the oath was administered, be delivered by the justices to

the clerk of the court of common pleas of the county where
the oath was administered, to be by him filed and pre-

served.

Sect. 9. No debtor shall be entitled to the benefit of the

provisions contained in the preceding sections of this act,

after a writ of scire facias on the bail bond given by him in

the original action has been served upon his bail therein

;

and whenever evidence of such service of scire facias shall

be produced to the justices before whom the examination of

the debtor is to be had, all further proceedings in the exam-
ination shall be dismissed.

Sect. 10. Whenever any person shall be committed to

jail on execution in any civil action, or for any debt, or on
any warrant for nonpayment of taxes, whether he be in

close confinement, or has given bond for the prison limits,

and is desirous to take the oath prescribed in the ninety-
eighth chapter of the Revised Statutes, " for the relief of
poor debtors committed on execution for debt," the proceed-
ings shall be conformable to the provisions of law contained
in said ninety-eighth chapter of the Revised Statutes : 'pro-

vided^ nevertheless, that the notice to be given to the cred-
itor, or assessors and collector, shall in all cases be given in

the same manner, and the same time be allowed for travel,

as is provided in this act, for the relief of persons arrested
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Provisions

aeainst fraud.

on mesne process : and provided, further, that if the cred-

itor be dead, or if he live out of the State, having no agent
or attorney therein, a copy of the citation shall be left with
the clerk of the court, or justice of the peace, by whom the

execution was issued.

Sect. 11. When any debtor shall have given notice of

his intention to take the poor debtor's oath, in manner in

this act provided, and the plaintiff or creditor shall think

proper to allege any or all of the charges of fraud mention-
ed in the ninety-eighth chapter of the Revised Statutes, he
shall be allowed so to do by complying with the provisions

of the said ninety-eighth chapter of the Revised Statutes,

in all respects, except that he, his agent or attorney, shall

be allowed to exhibit his charges of fraud, and to give no-

tice to the debtor, by giving him a copy thereof at the time
and place appointed for the examination, and when so ex-

hibited, and notice given, the proceeding thereon shall con-

form to the provisions relating thereto, contained in said

ninety-eighth chapter of the Revised Statutes.

Sect. 12. Nothing in this act contained shall discharge,

or in any way affect, any suit now pending, commenced by
any creditor against any debtor or his sureties on any bond
for the prison limits.

Sect. 13. The act entitled " an act concerning imprison-

ment for debt," approved by the Governor the third day of

March, in the year eighteen hundred and forty-two, and all

other provisions of law inconsistent with the provisions of

this act, are hereby repealed.

Sect. 14. This act shall take effect from and after its

passage. [A])proved by the Governor, March 16, 1844.]

An Act to incorporate the Mutual Relief Society of St. Mary's, in Charles- QhcLD 155.
town.

"

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows

:

Sect. 1. Bernard McNeills, James Wallace, John T.

Cunningham and William McElroy, their associates and
successors, are hereby made a corporation, by the name of charitable re-

the Mutual Relief Society of St. Mary's, in Charlestown,

for the purpose of affording mutual charitable relief, with
all the powers and privileges, and subject to all the liabili-

ties, restrictions and requirements, set forth in the forty-

fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes.

Sect. 2. The said corporation may take and hold real Estate not to

and personal estate to an amount not exceeding twenty ^^'^^^ $20,000.

thousand dollars, for the purpose aforesaid. ^Approved by
the Governor, March 16, 1S44.J
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