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value of the assets, they shall appoint a third arbitrator to

act with them. \Approved by the Governor, March 16,

1844.]

An Act to alter the times of holding the terms of the Court of Common OnCip 171.
Pleas for the County of Hampden.

BE it enacted by the Seriate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

Sect. 1. That portion of the fortieth section of the SeFlal^L^ng
eighty-second chapter of the Revised Statutes, which pro- the terms of"

vides that the court of common pleas, within and for the the court of

county of Hampden, shall be held on the third Mondays of in Hampden.

February and June, is hereby repealed.

Sect 2. There shall be a term of the court of common
^e™con,j^'^

°°'

pleas, within and for the couuiy of Haiiipdeiij on the second Mondays of

Mondays of February and June annually.
junr*^"^^

^^^

Sect. 3. All recognizances, continuances, or other pro- "

ceedings in the court of common pleas, returnable or having Provision for
^ -T ' o return oi

reference to the third Monday in June next, shall be re- recognizances,

turned to, have day in, and proceeded upon, at said term '^'=-

hereby established, on the second Monday of June next.

[Approved by the Governor, Match 16, 1844.]

An Act to establish the Boston and Maine Rail-road Extension Company. Chctp 172.

BE it enacted by the Seriate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the satne, as follows :

Sect. I. Thaddeus Spaulding, Thomas West, Thaddeus Persons incor-

Nichols, John Howe, Richard W. Bailey, and their associ- P""^*®

ates, successors and assigns be, and they hereby are made
a corporation by the name of the Boston and Maine Rail-

road Extension Company, with all the powers and privi-

leges, and subject to all the duties, restrictions and liabili-

ties, set forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised
Statutes, and in that part of the thirty-ninth chapter of the

said statutes, and statutes subsequently passed, which re-

lates to rail-roads.

Sect. 2. The said company are hereby authorized and Location of the

empowered to construct and complete a rail-road, begin-

ning at a convenient point in the Boston and Maine Rail-

road, not nearer to its junction with the Boston and Lowell
Rail-road, than Lubber Brook so called, in Wilmington,
unless by the agreement and consent of the directors of the

said Boston and Lowell Rail-road Corporation ; thence
passing through Wilmington to Reading, near Wood End
Village so called; thence through said Reading to and
through South Reading, passing near the southwesterly end
of Reading Pond, and the easterly side of Smith's Pond so

called ; thence through or near the easterly part of Stone-
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ham to Maiden, near Ell Pond so called ;
thence through

Maiden, passing near Odiorne's iron works, and crossing

Mystic River by abridge near Maiden Bridge; thence pass-

ing near the mill-pond at the outlet of the Middlesex Canal,

at least one-fourth of a mile from the McLean Asylum, by
the way of Somerville or Charlestown, to a point on the

Charlestown Branch Rail-road, near their engine house in

Charlestown : provided, it shall not cross the Charlestown
Branch Rail-road at any point east of the State Prison,

wnthout the assent of the directors of the Charlestown
Branch Rail-road Corporation ; thence crossing Charles

River by a bridge above Warren Bridge, to the city of Bos-

ton, between Haverhill street and Canal street; and thence

between said streets to the public square at the easterly

end of said streets.

Sect. 3. The said bridges across Charles and Mystic
Rivers, with a good and sufficient draw in each, shall be
constructed under the direction of commissioners, to be ap-

pointed by the governor and council, at the expense of said

corporation; and the said corporation shall be held liable

to keep the draws in good repair, and to open the same,
and afford all proper accommodation to vessels having oc-

casion to pass the same by day or by night.

Sect. 4. The motive power and the rate of speed for

crossing any of the streets in the city of Boston, as well

as the securities at the crossings, shall be regulated in such
manner as shall be required by the mayor and aldermen
of said city.

Sect. 5. The capital stock of this corporation shall not
exceed five hundred thousand dollars, to be divided into

shares of one hundred dollars each.

Sect. 6. If said rail-road in its whole distance between
the termini shall not be completed within three years from
and after the passing of this act, the same shall be void.

Sect. 7. The State may authorize any company to en-

ter with another rail-road at any point of the rail-road

hereby authorized, paying for the right to use the same,
or any part thereof, such rate of toll or compensation as

the Legislature may from time to time prescribe, and com-
plying with such rules and regulations as said corporation

may establish by virtue of the powers hereby granted.

Sect. 8. The Boston and Maine Rail-road are hereby
authorized to enter upon and use the road hereby granted,

with their engines and cars, or otherwise, paying therefor

such rate of toll or compensation, as may from time to time
be prescribed by the Legislature; and whenever the road
hereby granted shall be completed, and shall be entered
upon by the said Boston and Maine Rail-road, their right

to enter upon and use the Boston and Lowell Rail-road
shall cease, except so far as such right may be exercised
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with the assent of the Boston and Lowell Rail-road Corpo-
ration. And the said Boston and Maine Rail-road Corpo-
ration are herehy authorized to subscribe to the capital

stock of the corporation hereby established, an amount not
exceeding five thousand shares, and to increase their capi-

tal stock to that amount.
Sect. 9. No depot or stopping place shall be establised

between Andover and Reading, without the consent of the

Boston and Lowell Rail-road Corporation.

Sect. 10. The corporation hereby established in addi-

tion to the powers hereby conferred, may purchase or hire

any portion of the Charlestown Branch Rail-road, and use

the same upon such terms as may be mutually agreed upon
by the directors of said corporations. [Appjoved by the

Governor^ March 16, 1844.]

An Act authorizing the appointment of an additional Master in Chancery in

the county of Worcester.

Btl it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

Sect. 1. His Excellency the Governor, by and with the Five masters in

advice and consent of the council, is hereby authorized to worcesLr°
appoint an additional Master in Chancery in and for the

county of Worcester; and the number of masters in chan-
cery for said county shall hereafter be five.

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its When to take

passage. [Approved by the Governor, March 16, 1844.] effect.
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An Act to establish the salary of the Sergeant-at-Arins.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follotrs :

Sect. 1, The scrgeant-at-arms shall have an annual
salary of one thousand dollars, payable quarterly, and the

rent of the house now and heretofore occupied by him.

Sect. 2. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with the

provisions of this act are hereby repealed.

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect from and after the

first day of April next. [Apjiroved by the Governor, March
16, 1844.]

An Act to incorporate the Equitable Life Assurance Society of Boston.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives, in Geiieral Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows

:

Sect. I. Lemuel Blake, William Brigham and George persons incor-

Darracott, their associates and successors, are hereby made porated to in-

a corporation by the name of the Equitable Life Assurance on't^he' mutuid

'
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