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Sect. 5. Any agricultural society which shall neglect, Penalty of neg-

in any year, to comply with the provisions of this act, shall
o/societies.^^"^*

forfeit its claim to bounty from the Commonwealth the suc-

ceeding year.

Sect. 6. Any parts of passed acts inconsistent with the Repeal of in-

provisions of this, are hereby repealed. [Approved by (he y^^^^^'^*'
^'°'

Governor March 7, 1845.]

An Act to provide for the Equitable Distribution of the Income of the Lex- /^7,«*) T 10
ington Ministerial Fund.

C//tU// 1 1^.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives^ in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

Sect. 1. If the voluntary religious societies in the town Trustees to pay

of Lexington, known as the First Baptist Society, the Sec- !°
*^^h 7r" To'^-^'

ond Congregational Society, and the First Universal ist portion of the

Society, or any, or either of them, shall become legally j?'^°'".® "f*'^®

separated from the First Congregational Society in said of every year

town, and be duly incorporated as distinct ecclesiastical after 1845.

bodies, on or before the first day of May next, the trustees

of the Lexington Ministerial Fund, on the first day of June,

in the year one thousand eight hundred and forty-six, and p^^^^^^ ^c.
thenceforward in the month of June in every year, shall

pay to the treasurers of the said First Congregational So-

ciety, the First Baptist Society, the Second Congregational
Society, and the First Universalist Society, respectively, or

such of them as may have been incorporated, their respec-

tive proportions of the annual income of said fund, to be
ascertained in the manner hereinafter directed.

Sect 2. All persons now members of said First Congre- Conditions of

gational Society shall be considered members thereof, until ^id'sodet^s!'

they file with the clerk of said society a written notice, de-

claring the dissolution of their membership, as required by
law, or become members of one of the other religious soci-

eties in said town abovementioned
;
and any persons, after

the first day of May, in the year one thousand eight hun-
dred and forty-five, may become members of said First

Congregational, said First Baptist, Second Congregational,

and First Universalist Societies, respectively, in any way
authorized by law ; and any person hereafter becoming a
member of either of said societies, shall thereby cease to be

a member of any other of said societies.

Sect. 3. It shall be the duty of the respective treasurers Names of mem-

of said four religious societies, (or of such of them as may I'urned'by trea-

be duly incorporated,) on or before the tenth day of May surers to trustees

next, to make returns to the said trustees of the names of
May^cT'i'sis

those persons who maybe members of said societies, on the on or before
'

first day of May next, of which they are treasurers respec-
^Yever^T''ti

tively, to enable the said trustees to ascertain the portions year thereafter.

of the said income due to them respectively ; and to make
59
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Income to be
first appor-
tioned in the

ratio of aggre-
gate property of
members, May
1, 1845, as-

sessed accord-

ing to valuation

of 1840.

After May 1,

1851, to be ap-
portioned in the

ratio of aggre-
gate property
of members
&c. as ascer-

tained by the

decennial valu-

ations.

To be expended
annually for

the support of
public worship.

Vacancies
among trustees

to be filled by
ballots of the

societies in rota-

tion.

Trustees to be
inhabitants &c.
and members,

similar returns on or before the tenth day of May, in the

year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, and each
succeeding tenth year, of the names of the members of

said societies, on the first day of the same May in which
the return is made.

Sect. 4. The portions of the income of said fund paya-
ble to each of said four rehgious societies respectively, or

of such of them as may be duly incorporated, until the first

day of May, in the year one thousand eight hundred and
fifty-one, shall be in proportion to the aggregate amount of

real and personal property, of the members of each of said

societies, on the first day of May, in the year one thousand
eight hundred and forty-five, assessed for town taxes in said

town of Lexington, according to the valuation thereof made
by the assessors in the year one thousand eight hundred
and forty.

Sect. 5. From and after the first day of May, in the

year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, for the next
ten years, the portions of the income payable to said four

rehgious societies respectively, or such of tliem as may
have been duly incorporated, shall be in proportion to the

aggregate amount of the real and personal property of the

members of each of said societies on said first day of May,
in the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, as-

sessed for town taxes in said town of licxington, according
to the valuation thereof, to be made by the assessors in the

year one thousand eight hundred and fifty : and the por-

tions of the said income payable to each of said societies

shall in like manner be regulated, for each succeeding ten

years, by the next preceding decennial valuation.

Sect. 6, The portions of the income of said fund re-

ceived by the treasurers of each of said four religious soci-

eties, shall always be expended annually for the support of

public worship in said societies respectively.

Sect. 7. Whenever any vacancy^ shall occur in the

office of trustee of said Fund, by death, resignation, or re-

moval, the first vacancy so occurring shall be filled l-y an
election by ballot, at a meeting of the members of said

First Congregational Society called for that purpose ; the

second vacancy shall be filled in the same manner, at a
meeting of the members of said First Bapt'st Society, if in

existence ; the third in the same manner at a meeting of

the members of said Second Congregational Society, if in

existence; the fourth, in the same manner at a meeting of

the members of said First Universalist Society, if in exis-

tence; and all succeeding vacancies shall be filled by said

societies in the same order. No person shall be eligible as

trustee except he be an inhabitant of said Lexington, and
a member of some one of the said four religious societies;

and if any one of said four religious societies shall not be
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in existence, so as to exercise the right of electing a trustee Provision in

at the time any vacancy occurs, or shall neglect, for the
erection °by any

space of six months, to fill any such vacancy, then the society.

right to fill such vacancy shall pass to the next society in

the order above named.
Sect. 8. The said trustees shall make a report annually, Trustees to

in writing, in the month of May, to the treasurers of said
reports^to"trea-

four religious societies, a copy of which shall be delivered surers, &c.

to each of said treasurers, of what funds and estates said

trustees hold, and by what tenures; what money and ef-

fects are due to them, and how the same arc secured ; and
what sums of money have been received and paid by said

trustees, during the preceding year. In case the said trus- provisions for

tees shall neglect or refuse to make such annual report, it removal of

shall be good cause of removal, unless ihey can give a sufli- ™* ^°^'

cient excuse for such neglect or refusal to the satisfaction of

the parties interested. The said four societies, or such of

them as may be duly incorporated, at a general meeting,

shall have power to remove any of the trustees of said

fund, who may become unfit, by reason of age, infirmity,

misconduct, or other cause, to discharge their duties. Such
a meeting may be called by the treasurers of said societies

or a majority of the treasurers of such of said societies as

may be duly incorporated, by a written notice of the time,

place, and object of the meeting, signed by the persons
calling it, and affixed to the outer doors of each of the

meeting-houses of the societies to be notified, nine days at

least before the time of meeting.

Sect. 9. The fourth and fifth sections of the act en- Repeal of parts

titled •' An Act to incorporate tlie Trustees of the Lexington jg^^®
^<=* °^

Ministerial Fund," passed on the sixteenth day of June, in
''^'^p-

the year one thousand eight hundred and seventeen, and all

other parts of said act, inconsistent with the foregoing pro-

visions, are hereby repealed.

Sect. 10. This statute shall not go into operation, but To take effect,

be null and void, unless the inhabitants of the said town of p'''^'^^^^' ^'^

Lexington, shall, at a legal meeting, held on or before said

first day of May next, pass a vote assenting to, and ap-
proving of this act. And neither the said First Baptist,

Second Congregational, or First Universalist Societies, shall

be respectively entitled to receive any portion of the income
of the said fund^ or be entitled to any benefit from this act,

before the first day of May, in the year one thousand eight
hundred and fifty-one, unless it shall be organized and in-

corporated, on or before the said first day of May next ; nor
at any future time, unless it has been incorporated before
the first day of May preceding one of the decennial appor-
tionments of said income. [Approved by the Governor,
March 10, 1845.]


