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towns within whose limits such turnpike road may be,

shall assent to the same, is hereby repealed.

Sect. 2. No town shall be liable, or holden to refund,

to any county treasurer, more than one third part of the
thauoneihird of a^fjjQ^^fjt paid by the county, to any turnpike corporation,

ing a°turnpike" as damages for taking any turnpike road for a highway,
road for a high- [Approved by the Governor, March 25, 1845.]
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An Act to increase the Capital Stock of the Western Rail-road Corporation.

BJE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives^ in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows

:

Sect. 1. The directors of the Western Rail-road Corpo-
ration may increase the capital stock of said corporation,

by adding thereto, from time to time, for the term of two
years, a number of shares of one hundred dollars each,

equal in amount to the sums heretofore paid, or hereafter

to be paid, into the sinking funds of said corporation, with
the interest accumulated thereon at the times of such in-

crease of shares, and may dispose of the same at not less

than one hundred dollars per share, as hereinafter provided.

Sect. 2. Three hundred and thirty thousand dollars of

the proceeds of said shares shall be appropriated for addi-

tional expenditures of construction of the road and its ap-

purtenances, between Worcester and Albany, and for en-

gines and cars therefor ; and the residue thereof may, from
time to time, be added to the general receipts of the road,

and be appropriated as the directors shall judge best for

the interests of the corporation : provided, that the proceeds

of all sales of shares, to a greater amount than the sums
annually paid into the sinking funds, shall be appropriated

to purposes of construction.

Sect. 3. Whenever the capital stock of said corporation

shall be increased as herein provided, the directors shall,

before any sale of the new shares so created, give notice

thereof in writing to the treasurer of the Commonwealth,
and to the private stockholders, in such manner as they

judge best; and the Commonwealth, and the other owners
of stock at the time of such increase, may, within thirty

days after such notice, take, at the par value thereof, their

pr(iportion of such increased shares, according to the num-
ber of shares in such capital stock, owned by them sever-

ally at the date of such increase. And if any shares then

remain unsold, the said corporation may dispose of the same
at not less than the par value thereof

Sect. 4. Whenever notice of any such increase of capi-

tal stock shall be given to the treasurer of the Common-
wealth, the Governor may, if he judge best, instruct the

Ir-^iasurer to take the proportion of shares to which the

Commonwealth may be entitled, or any part thereof; and
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the Governor, with advice of Council, may draw his war-
rant on the treasurer in payment therefor ; or he may
authorize the treasurer to give the note of the Common-
weahh for the same, or any part thereof, to be paid, with
interest, whenever provision shall be made by law therefor.

Sect, 5. This act shall take effect from and after its when to take

passage. [Approved by the Governor^ March 25, 1845. J *^'^*''^^-

An Act relating to Gaming. Phnn^^ 1

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

Every person oftending against any of the provisions of First offence

the seventeenth section of the fiftieth chapter of the Re- jra?d^abifs''&c,

vised Statutes, shall, upon the first conviction of the offence, to be punished

either suffer the penalty provided for the offence by the
Rev!^fta".''chap,

terms of said section, or shall be imprisoned in the house of 50, § n, or

correction for a term not exceeding three months, at the ^^ imprison-

,. r J ^ 11111 ment, itc. not
discretion of the judge, who shall award the sentence: and exceedings

upon any conviction of the offence after the first, the person
™°'nf ^i-

subse-

so convicted shall be imprisoned in the house of correction byimprison-

for a term not more than one year. \Approved bii the ment &,c. not

y^ Ti/i jni-.nj^i \
J r V exceeding one

Governor, March 2o, lo4o.J year.

An Act to establish the city of New Bedford. CllCi'V^\'2

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as folloivs :

Sect. 1. The inhabitants of the town of New Bedford New Bedford

shall continue to be a bodjr politic and corporate, under the '° be a city.

name of the city of New Bedford, and as such shall have,

exercise and enjoy all the rights, immunities, powers and
privileges, and shall be subject to all the duties and obliga-

tions, now incumbent upon and appertaining to said town,
as a municipal corporation.

Sect. 2. The administration of all the fiscal, prudential Administration,

and municipal affairs of said city, with the government i~namayor6a^
thereof, shall be vested in one principal officer, to be styled dermen, aiid24

the mavor ; one council of six, to be denominated the '^m'";?^""/"""'
J ' 1 Q\\ QLC, to S€rve

board of aldermen
;
and one council of twenty-four, to be without compen-

denominated the common council : which boards, in their ^^''O"-

joint capacity, shall be denominated the city council, and
shall be sworn to the faithful performance of the duties of

their respective offices. A majority of each board shall

constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, and no
member of either board shall receive any compensation for

his services.

Sect. 3. It shall be the duty of the selectmen of the Selectmen to di-

town of New Bedford, as soon as may be after the passage bto^o wardT"
of this act, and its acceptance by the inhabitants, as here- &c


