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might have been legally done and performed by said mayor
alone, or by said mayor and aldermen together, whether in

relation to any deeds, leases, agreements, indentures or as-

surances, drafts on the city treasury, or any other matter or

thing within the official powers and duties of the said mayor
alone, or said mayor and aldermen together ; and whether
by concurrent vote with the common council or otherwise,

shall be deemed to have, and shall have the same force and
effect, to all intents and purposes, as if said acts and doings

had been done and performed by said mayor alone, or by
said mayor and aldermen together.

Section 2. This act shall take effect from and after its When to take

passage. [Approved by the Governor, Feb. 19, 1846.] ^ ^*^'*

An Act to establish the Adams and Bennington Rail-road Corporation.
ChcLT) 51

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled^ and by the aiithority of
the same, as folloivs

:

Section I. Thomas Robinson, William E. Brayton and Persons incor-

John A. Brown, their associates and successors, are hereby P*""^^® •

made a corporation, by the name of the Adams and Ben-
nington Rail-road Corporation, with all the powers and
privileges, and subject to all the duties, liabilities and re-

strictions, contained in the forty-fourth chapter of the Re-
vised Statutes, and in that part of the thirt]/--ninth chapter
of said Statutes, which relates to rail-road corporations, and
in the public statutes subsequently passed relating to such
corporations.

Section 2. Said corporation is hereby authorized to lo- Location of the

Gate, construct and maintain a rail road, with one or more ^°^'^-

tracks, from the northern termination of the Pittsfield and
North Adams Rail-road, in the town of Adams, to the line

of the State of Vermont, in the direction towards Benning-
ton, in said State; passing from said Pittsfield and North
Adams Rail-road northwesterly and northerly, along or near
the valley of the Hoosuc River, near the Centreville Factory
in said Adams, and in the most convenient and suitable di-

rection through a part of the town of Williamstown, to the

line of the State of Vermont, at a convenient point, to unite

the same with the Western Vermont Rail-road to be con-
structed from said State line through Bennington to Rut-
land in said State.

Section 3. The capital stock of said corporation shall ^^P'**! stock

consist of not more than two thousand shares, the number gMOfioo, in

of which shall be determined, from time to time, by the di- ^^^'^^^ °^ ^loo.

rectors thereof, and no assessment shall be laid thereon of a
greater amount in the whole than one hundred dollars on
each share.

Section 4. If the location of said rail-road be not filed T'""^ '"^'^ '<'<=^-

according to law within three years from the first day of preUon of road.
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April next, or if the said rail-road shall not be completed
within four years from said first day of April, then this act

shall be void.

Section 5. The said corporation may unite the track of

their road, by proper turnouts and switches, with the track

of the said Pittsfield and North Adams Rail-road, at or near
their station in said North Adams, paying all the expenses
of such union : 'provided the same shall be at a place and in

a manner not to obstruct the convenient and beneficial

use of said Pittsfield and North Adams Rail-road, or to in-

terfere with any of their buildings or fixtures.

Section 6. The Legislature may authorize any other

rail-road corporation, at their own expense, to unite the

tracks of another rail-road with the tracks of said Adams
and Bennington rail-road, at any point thereof, by proper

turnouts and switches : provided the same shall not obstruct

the convenient and beneficial use of said Adams and Ben-
nington Rail-road, or interfere with any of their buildings

or fixtures.

Section 7. The Legislature may, after the expiration of

five years from the time when the said rail-road shall be
opened for use, from time to time, reduce the rates of fare,

or other profits upon that part of said rail-road within this

State ; but the same shall not be so reduced, without the

consent of said corporation, as to produce with said profits

less than ten per cent, per annum.
Section 8. The said corporation may transfer their rights,

privileges, franchises and property under this charter, to the

said Pittsfield and North Adams Rail-road Corporation,

which corporation is authorized to receive and hold the

same, whenever the stockholders in the said corporation

shall so determine, at a legal meeting called by them re-

spectively for such purpose ; and, in that case, the capital

stock of the said Pittsfield and North Adams Rail-road Cor-
poration may be increased to an amount not exceeding the

sum of the joint capital of both corporations.

Section 9. The said Adams and Bennington Rail-road

Corporation, or the said Pittsfield and North Adams Rail-

road Corporation, after the transfer made, as provided in

the preceding section, may unite with the Western Vermont
Rail-road Company, a corporation created by the Legisla-

ture of the State of Vermont for the construction of the

whole or a part of a rail-road, from the south line of said

State of Vermont, to the town of Rutland, in said State, by
votes of the stockholders of both corporations ; and, when
the said corporations shall be so united, the stockholders of

one corporation shall become stockholders in the other, and
the said two companies shall constitute one corporation, un-

der the name of the Western Vermont and Massachusetts
Rail-road Company, with a capital not exceeding the amount
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of the joint capital of both corporations ; and all the fran-

chises, rights, powers, privileges and property granted to, or

held, by either of said corporations, under the authority of

said States respectively, shall be held and enjoyed by all the

said stockholders in proportion to the amount of property or

interest held by them in either or both of said corporations.

Section 10. After said union, one or more of the direc- One officer of

tors, or other officers of said new corporation, shall, at all
!fffersuchm!ion'

times, be a resident in this State, on whom processes against must be an in-

'

said company, and notices to the same, may be legally
sachuseu's'^^^'

served
; and said corporation shall be held to answer within

the jurisdiction where the service is made and the process is

returnable.

Section 11. The said corporation shall keep separate ac- Separate ac-

counts of their expenditures in each State, and two commis-
sioner^s of'elT-'^"

sioners shall be appointed, one by the governor of each penditures, re-

State, to hold their offices for the term of four years, and
fits''&.^ce^[ifi".

to be reasonably compensated by said corporation, who shall cates, reports,

decide what proportion of all the expenditures of said cor- '^'=-

poration, and of their receipts and profits properly pertain

to that part of the road lying in each State respectively

;

and their certificate thereof shall be annexed to the annual
report required to be made to the Legislature of this State

;

and said annual report shall be approved by said commis-
sioners.

Section 12. Said corporation and the stockholders there- Liabilities of

in, so far as their road shall be situated in this State, shall the corporation

be subject to all the duties and liabilities of the Adams and "eitsf

^^^^ *'^'

Bennington Rail-road Corporation, created by the provisions

of this act, and the laws of this State, to the same extent

that the said Adams and Bennington Rail-road Corporation
would have been if no union had taken place. [Ajjpi^oved

bij the Governor^ Feb. 24, 1846.]

An Act concerning Wilful and Malicious Injuries to Personal Property in (^hfjn fJO
certain cases. Jr

*

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

Section 1. Every person who shall wilfully and mali- Malicious injury

ciously destroy or injure the personal property of another exc^eTdingVe"^

person, in any manner or by any means, not particularly value of fifteen

described or mentioned in the one hundred and twenty-sixth abilTy mpr^-
chapter of the Revised Statutes, shall, when the vahie of onment, &c.,

the property so destroyed or injured, or the injury occa- °''^''^'<^o-

sioned to the same, shall not be alleged to exceed the sum
of fifteen dollars, be punished by imprisonment in the
county jail or house of correction, not more than thirty

days, or a fine not exceeding fifteen dollars. Ma^strates

Section 2. Every justice of the peace shall have juris- havingjurisdic-


