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time as they may direct, the said commissioners, as soon as

may be thereafter, shall cause such way to be completed as

aforesaid, and, at their next meeting, they shall direct the

expenses and charges of completing such town way or pri-

vate way to be paid out of the county treasury, and shall

order notice thereof to be given to such delinquent town,

stating the amount of said expenses and charges : and if

said town shall not, before the next regular meeting of said

commissioners, pay the same with interest thereon, at the

rate of ten per cent, a year from the time of payment thereof

from the county treasury, the said commissioners shall cause
the same, with all further costs, to be collected in the manner,
and in relation thereto, the said town shall be subject to the

liabilities prescribed and set forth in the forty-fifth section

of said twenty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes, re-

specting delinquent towns which have not paid their pro-

portion of the expenses and charges of completing a high-

way.
Section 2. If any town in which any town way or pri- Liabilities of^

vate way laid out or altered by the selectmen thereof has tolo compfete

been or shall be approved and allowed by county commis- roadsiaidoutby

sioners, and an acceptance and record thereof directed by ^®®'=*^'"^"'

them to be made by the clerk of such town, agreeably to the

provisions of said twenty-fourth chapter of the Revised
Statutes, in any case in which such town has unreasonably
refused or delayed to approve and allow such town way or

private way, and to put the same on record, shall not make
and complete the same in the manner which has been or

may be prescribed by said commissioners, and to their ac-

ceptance, within six months from the time of their approval
thereof, or within such time as said commissioners may di-

rect, the same proceedings and the same remedies shall be
had, and such delinquent town shall be subject to the same
liabilities, as are provided in the preceding section for the

case therein mentioned.
Section 3. This act shall take effect from and after its ^^n to take

passage. [App7oved by the Governo)', April 15, 1846.

J

An Act relating to the Duties of School Committees, and the Distribution of Qfiap '2,'2>S.
the Income of the School Fund.

"

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives^ in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

Section 1. In every city and town in the Common- school commit-
wealth, in which it is now required by law that the school tees, &c., to

committee shall be elected in the month of February, March wln^JeMerms
or April, the school committee of the year preceding such are dosed, and

election, shall continue to hold their office, and to discharge
gecrTtar"^^^

^°

the duties thereof, notwithstanding the election of success-
ors, until the winter terms of the several schools shall have
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closed, and until the certificate, return, and report, as here-

inafter provided, shall have been by them made and trans-

mitted to the office of the secretary of the Commnowealth :

provided, however, that, in regard to the examination of

teachers for the summer schools, the visitation of those

schools, and all other duties, except the making and trans-

mitting of the said documents, the term of office of the new
committee shall be held to commence immediately after

their election to the same.
Section 2. The school committee of each city and town

shall, as soon as may be after the first day of May, annual-
ly, ascertain by actual examination or otherwise, the num-
ber of persons between the ages of four and sixteen years,

belonging to such city or town, on the said first day of May,
and shall make a certificate thereof, under oath, and also of

the sum raised by such city or town for the support of

schools, including only wages and board of teachers, and
fuel for the schools, during the said year; and shall transmit

the same to the Secretary of the Commonwealth, on or before

the last day of the following April, which certificate shall

be in the following form, to wit

:

We, the school committee of , do certify, from the

best information we have been able to obtain, that, on the

first day of May, in the year , there were belonging to

said town the number of persons, between the ages of

four and sixteen years ; and we further certify, that said

town raised the sum of dollars for the support of com-
mon schools for the said year, including only the wages and
board of teachers, and fuel for the schools.

School
Committee.

ss. On this day of personally appeared
, and made oaththe above-named school committee of

that the above certificate by them subscribed is true.

Before me,
, Justice of the Peace.

Section 3. The form of the blanks, and the inquiries

provided for by the statute of the year one thousand eight

hundred and thirty-seven, chapter two hundred and twen-

ty-seven, shall be prescribed by the Board of Education
;

and it shall be the duty of said board, in the month of Jan-

uary, annually, to transmit to the secretary of the Com-
monwealth, copies of said blanks for the several cities and
towns. It shall be the duty of said secretary to cause said

blanks to be forwarded to the sheriff's of the several coun-

ties, who shall transmit them as soon as may be to the

clerks of the several cities and towns within their counties

respectively, and said clerks shall forthwith transmit the

same to the school committees. The school committees of
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the several cities and towns shall return said blanks duly-

filled up, to the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth,
^turnec?b*°'*

on or before the last day of April, If any school commit- school coinmit-

tee shall fail to receive such blank form of return on or be- *-^^^> ^^^

fore the last day of March, they shall forthwith give notice Notice of fail-

thereof to the Secretary of the Commonwealth, who shall
^[anks'^&^c^^

transmit such blank as soon as may be.
'

Section 4. The school committees shall annually make Report of

a detailed report of the condition of the several public
tee^o beTrans"

schools in their respective cities and towns, which report mitted to Sec-

shall contain such statements and suggestions in relation to ^etary;

such schools as the said committees shall deem necessary or

proper to promote the interests thereof; and a certified copy
of such report shall be transmitted by said committees to

the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, on or be-
fore the last day of April. Said report shall also be depos- deposited in

ited in the office of the clerk of the city or town ; and shall ^^^^'^ o^<=«»

either be read in open town meeting, in the month of Feb- town-meeting,

ruary, March or April, or, at the discretion of the school or published,

committee, shall be printed for the use of the inhabitants.

Section 5. The income of the Massachusetts School Distribution of

Fund, to the first day of June in each year, except the sum schod^fund.

of two hundred and forty dollars appropriated to the sup-
port of schools among the Indians, shall be apportioned
by the Secretary and Treasurer, and paid over by the

Treasurer on the tenth day of July, to the treasurers of the

several cities and towns, for the use of the common schools

therein, according to the number of persons therein, between
the ages of four and sixteen years, ascertained and certified

as provided in the second section of this act. Provided, PrmMed, &,c.

however, that no such apportionment shall be made to any
city or town which shall have failed to comply with any of

the provisions of this act, or which shall not have raised

by taxation, for the support of schools, including only
wages, and board of teachers, and fuel for the schools, dur-

ing the said year, a sum equal at least to one dollar and
twenty-five cents, for each person between the ages of four

and sixteen years, belonging to said city or town, on the

first day of May of said year.

Section 6. This act shall take effect from and after the Time of taking

last day of April, in the present year
; and the Secretary of effect,

the Commonwealth shall transmit a copy thereof to the Copies to be

school committee of each city and town, as soon as may be transmitted.

after the passage of the same.
Section 7. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with

^^^^l °[ '"q.

this act, are hereby repealed. [Approved by the Governor, visions^"
^^°

April 15, 1846.]

20


