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An Act to incorporate the Merrimack Steam Navigation Company.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives^ in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

Section 1. John Burrill, John Huse, and John N. Wills,

with their associates and successors, are hereby made a
corporation, by the name of the Merrimack Steam Naviga-
tion Company, with power to build, purchase, hold, con-

vey, hire, and employ one or more steamboats, with such
apparatus and appendages as may be found necessary for

steam navigation and the transportation of merchandise
and passengers, in and about the harbor of Newburyport
and on the Merrimack River, for the term of twenty years.

Section 2. The capital stock of said corporation shall

not exceed fifty thousand dollars, to be divided into shares

of fifty dollars each ; and, for the purpose of such steam
navigation, this corporation shall have all the powers and
privileges, and be subject to all the duties, liabilities, and
restrictions, set forth in the thirty-eighth and forty-fourth

chapters of the Revised Statutes. [^Ajjj^roved by the Gov-
ernor, March 3, 1847.]

An Act to authorize Stephen Dillingham to build a Wharf.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the sam.e, as follows :

Stephen Dillingham is hereby authorized to build and
maintain a wharf, from land owned by him at West Fal-

mouth Harbor, so called, in the town of Falmouth, and
shall have the right to lay vessels at said wharf, and re-

Provided, Si.c, ccive wharfage and dockage therefor: provided, that this

act shall, in no wise, affect the legal rights of any corpora-

tions or persons whatever. [Approved by the Governor,
March 3, 1847.]
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An Act to regulate the Herring or Alewive Fishery in Chappaquonset Pond
and Creek, in the Town of Tisbury.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

Section 1. The inhabitants of the town of Tisbury, in

the county of Dukes County, at their annual meeting in the
month of March or April, shall choose one or more discreet
persons as a fish committee, who shall be sworn to the
faithful performance of their duty, and whose duty it shall

be to regulate the herring or alewive fishery in Chappa-
quonset Pond and Creek, in said town

; to prescribe the
time, manner, and place or places where said fish may be
taken by the inhabitants of said town ; also, to remove any
obstructions that may be in said cr^ek, and to keep the
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stream open for the passage of said fish from the Vineyard
Sound, or sea, into Chappaquonset Pond, so that the inhabit-

ants of said town may enjoy a free fishery.

Section 2. The fish committee, for the time being, shall Commiuee to

post up, at three or more pubhc places in said town, on or
^^efr reg'uia

°^

before the tenth day of March in each and every year, the tions.

regulations established by said committee respecting the

fishery in Chappaquonset Pond and Creek.

Section 3. Any person who shall oppose or obstruct Penalty for

said committee in the performance of their duty, or shall "PP"siiig com-
1 J I mitlc6 or l3k.-

obstruct said fish in their passage, or take or destroy any of ing, obstructing,

said fish, at any time or place, except at such time and or destroying

place as said committee shall direct, on conviction before

any justice of the peace in the county of Dukes County,
not an inhabitant of the town of Tisbury, shall forfeit and
pay a fine, for each oflence, not exceeding twenty dollars,

one half to the nse of the town, the other half to the per-

son or persons giving the information.

Section 4. All persons, not otherwise disqualified, shall inhabitants may

be taken to be competent and legal witnesses in any prose-
^e witnesses.

cution upon this act, they being inhabitants of the town of
Tisbury notwithstanding.

Section 5. The selectmen of the town of Tisbury are Selectmen may
hereby empowered to direct the fish committee to take and empower com-

sell such part of the fish, taken in said creek, as shall be suffi- and sell fish to

cient to pay all expenses that have accrued or may accrue pay expenses,

in securing and preserving said fishery: jjrovided, that the

quantity or number so required shall not exceed one sixth '^"^ ed,Sic.

part of all the fish taken by the inhabitants of said town,
in any one year, at said fishery.

Section 6. If any damage is sustained by the owners of Owners of land

the land on which said fish are taken by the inhabitants of
a"e ma"°re-^"'"

the town of Tisbury, the selectmen of said town shall pay cSver irom the

a reasonable compensation therefor, when demanded. And ^"'^"•

in case of a refusal, by the selectmen, to pay a reasonable
compensation, the same may be recovered by an action on
the case against the said town of Tisbury.

Section 7. No person shall take any herrings or ale- Herrin-^s, &c.
wives from the Vineyard Sound, or sea, within one mile of not to be'iaken,

said Chappaquonset Creek, or make any new outlets from made"&c! ex-

said Chappaquonset Pond, except it shall be done by a vote fept 'V vote of

of the inhabitants of the town of Tisbury, at a legal meet- ^^^ '°'''"-

ing warned and held for that purpose.
Section S. Nothing in this act shall be so construed as Limitations of

to prevent the owners of the marsh or meadows from flow- preceding pro-

ing or draining their meadows, through ^Chappaquonset
^'"°"'"

Creek, whenever it can be done without obstructing the
passage of the herrings or alewives to and from Cliappa-
quonset Pond. And nothing in this act contained shall
aff"ect any suit now pending, or the legal rights of any per-
son. [Ajyproved by the Governor, March 4, 1S47.]


