
Chapter 166. AN ACT RELATIVE TO LABELING OF PLASTIC BOTTLES 
AND CONTAINERS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows-. 

SECTION 1. Section 321 of chapter 94 of the General Laws, as appearing 
in the 1986 Official Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after the definition of 
"Distributor" the following four definitions:-

"Label", a molded imprint or raised symbol on or near the bottom of a plastic 
product. 

"Plastic", any material made of polymeric organic compounds and additives 
that can be shaped by flow. 

"Plastic bottle", a plastic container that has a neck that is smaller than the 
body of the container, accepts a screwtype, snap cap or other closure and has a 
capacity of sixteen fluid ounces or more, but less than five gallons. 

"Rigid plastic container", any formed or molded container, other than a bottle, 
intended for single use, composed predominantly of plastic resin and having 
a relatively inflexible finite shape or form with a capacity of eight ounces or more 
but less than five gallons. 

SECTION 2. Said chapter 94 is hereby further amended by inserting after 
section 323, as so appearing, the following sectiom-

Section323A. No person shall distribute, sell or offer for sale any plastic bottle 
or rigid plastic container, or any product in such a bottle or container, unless 
such product bottle or container is labeled with a code indicating the plastic resin 
used to produce the bottle or container. Plastic bottles or rigid plastic containers 
with labels and basecups of a different material shall be coded by their basic 
material. Such code shall consist of a number placed within a triangle of arrows 
and letters placed below the triangle of arrows. The triangle shall be equilateral, 
formed by three arrows with the apex of each point of the triangle at the 
midpoint of each arrow, rounded with a short radius. The arrowhead of each arrow 
shall be at the midpoint of each side of the triangle with a short gap separating 
the pointer from the base of the adjacent arrow. The triangle, formed by the three 
arrows curved at their midpoints shall depict a clockwise path around the code 
number. The numbers and letters used shall be as follows: 

(a) "1" - PETE (polyethylene terephthalate); 
(b) "2" - HDPE (high density polyethylene); 
(c) "3" - V (vinyl); 
(d) "4" - LDPE (low density polyethylene); 
(e) "5" - PP (polypropylene) 
(f) "6" - PS (polystyrene); 
(g) "7" - OTHER (includes multi-layer). 
SECTION 3. Section 326 of said chapter 94, as so appearing, is hereby 

amended by adding the following paragraph:-
Said secretary shall determine through rules and regulations which plastic 

bottles and rigid plastic containers may be exempt from the labeling requirements 
of section three hundred and twenty-three A, including but not limited to the 
following: 

(1) readily identifiable plastic bottles and rigid plastic containers; 
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(2) plastic bottles and rigid plastic containers for which there is no 
technological capability for recycling, reclamation or reuse; and 

(3) plastic bottles and rigid plastic containers for which recycling, 
reclamation or reuse is not economically feasible. 

SECTION 4. The provisions of this act shall take effect on July first, nineteen 
hundred and ninety-one. 

Approved June 21, 1989. 

Chapter 167. AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE STATE SECRETARY TO 
SOLEMNIZE A CERTAIN MARRIAGE. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its purpose, 
which is to immediately authorize the solemnization of a certain marriage, 
therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the 
immediate preservation of the public convenience. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Notwithstanding the provisions of section thirty-nine of chapter two hundred 
and seven of the General Laws, the state secretary may authorize in the manner 
set forth in said section thirty-nine, the solemnization of a marriage by 
Christopher J. Hodgkins of the town of Lee, in the city of Salem, on June twenty-
fifth, nineteen hundred and eighty-nine between Dana Myra Rubin of the city of 
Boston and Richard Brian Saliee of the city of Boston, and the state secretary 
shall issue to said Christopher J. Hodgkins in his capacity as aforesaid a certificate 
of such authorization. 

Approved June 23, 1989. 

Chapter 168. AN ACT RELOCATING CERTAIN HARBOR LINES IN THE 
FAIRHAVEN AND NEW BEDFORD HARBORS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. The second paragraph of section 1 of chapter 80 of the acts of 
1929, as most recently amended by section 1 of chapter 70 of the acts of 1987, is 
hereby further amended by striking out, in lines 23 and 24, inclusive, as 
appearing in said section 1 of said chapter 70 of the acts of 1987, the words "one 
thousand eight hundred forty-one and seventy-two one hundredths feet" and 
inserting in place thereof the words:- seven hundred thirty-two and twenty-four 
one hundredths feet to a point "E3" in latitude five thousand seven hundred 
three and five one hundredths feet north and longitude one thousand nine 
hundred twenty-one and four tenths feet west; thence south sixty-four degrees, 
twenty minutes, thirty-six seconds, west, true bearing, one thousand five 
hundred eighteen and five one hundredths feet to a point "PG" in latitude five 
thousand forty-five and seventy-seven one hundredths feet north and longitude 
three thousand two hundred eighty-nine and seventy-eight one hundredths 
feetwest; thence north forty-one degrees, ten minutes, forty-seven seconds west, 
true bearing, four hundred sixty-four and four tenths to a point "PF" in latitude five 
thousand three hundred ninety-five and three tenths feet north and longitude 
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