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which may not be repugnant to the provisions of this act ;
makc by-law?

and the income from said fishery shall enure wholly to said fishery/^

district.

Sect. 4. Any person offending against the provisions of Penalty for of-

, .
' r

, ii ii i- fending against

this act, or any regulations or by-laws passed by authority this act.

of the third section of this act, shall forfeit and pay a fine

of five dollars for each and every offence, to be recovered

by prosecution before any justice of the peace in the county

of Barnstable, to the benefit of said district ; and the pro-

prietors of said district shall be competent witnesses on the

trial of any such process.

Sect. 5. Any person who shall have in his possession Penalty for hav-

any trout, taken from said river contrary to the provisions ^fsion
U
contrary

of this act, knowing the same to have been so taken, shall to this act.

forfeit the sum of fifty cents, for every trout so found in his

possession.

Sect. 6. If any minor shall offend against the provisions Penalty where

of this act, the parent, master, or guardian of such minor,
minor ° en s "

shall be liable, and may be prosecuted accordingly therefor.

Sect. 7. All prosecutions under this act shall be com- Limitation of

menced within sixty days from the time when the offence Prosecutlon -

is committed.

Sect. 8. This act shall take effect from and after its

passage. [Approved by the Governor, March 16, 1849.]

An Act to authorize the Towns of Dennis and Yarmouth to regulate the Chap. 37.
Fisheries in Bass River.

BE it enacted by the Seriate and House of Representa-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

Sect. 1. The towns of Dennis and Yarmouth, in the Dennis and

county of Barnstable, are hereby authorized and empowered, ehoose a fis™^

at any legal meeting of the inhabitants of said towns, to committee,

choose three persons in each town for a fish committee,

who shall be inhabitants of the town for which they shall

be chosen, and who shall be sworn to the faithful perform- To be sworn,

ance of their duty. The said committees shall meet to- When to meet,

gether, annually, on or before the twentieth day of April, at

such time and place as a majority of them may appoint

;

and, when so united, shall be considered a joint committee
for enforcing the provisions of this act ; the major part of

this joint committee, present at such meeting, or at any
subsequent meeting, before the said twentieth day of April,

in each year, are hereby authorized and empowered to order

the time, place, and manner, in which it may be lawful to To regulate the

take any of the fish called herrings or alewives, and perch, ^ver.
"

in Bass River, or in the ponds and streams connected there-
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with, and may prescribe the length of the seines, nets, and

other instruments, which may be used for taking such fish,

together with the length of the lines attached thereunto,

and may appoint and grant permits to suitable persons,

being inhabitants of one of said towns, to catch any of the

said fish in the said river, or in the ponds and streams con-

nected therewith, and fix the compensation to be paid to

the said towns for such permits, and shall determine the

quantity of said fish which each family in said towns shall re-

ceive from such catchers, and establish the price therefor ;
and,

when directed by a vote of both the said towns, may sell at

auction, or otherwise, the exclusive right of fishing in said

river and its waters, to one or more persons for a term of

time not longer than one fishing season, at one sale, upon
such terms and conditions as the said towns, or said joint

committee, may direct.

Sect. 2. If either of the said towns of Dennis or Yar-

mouth shall have chosen its fish committee, according to

the provisions of this act, and the other town shall neglect

or refuse so to do, then the committee, which is lawfully

chosen, shall have all the power and authority which is in-

tended by this act to be conferred on the said joint committee.

Sect. 3. The said committee, or a majority of them, are

hereby fully authorized and empowered to cause the natural

streams, through which the said fish pass, to be kept open and
without obstruction

;
to remove such obstructions as may

be found therein, and to make the said passage-ways wider
and deeper, if they shall judge necessary ; and the said

committee, or either of them, by paying a reasonable con-

sideration therefor, if demanded, shall have authority, for

these purposes, to go on the land or meadow of any person
through which the said streams run, without being consid-

ered as trespassers ; and any person or persons, who shall

molest, or in any way hinder, the said committee, or either

of them, in the execution of the duties of their office, or

shall obstruct any passage-way in the said Bass River, or in

the ponds and streams connected therewith, otherwise than
may be allowed by the said committee, shall forfeit and pay
a fine not exceeding twenty dollars for every such offence.

Sect. 4. If any person, or persons, shall take any of the

said fish called alewives, herrings, or perch, in the said Bass
River, or in the ponds and streams connected therewith, or

within half a mile, in any direction, from the mouth of said

river, at any time or place, or in any manner, other than
may be allowed by the said committee, each person, so

Cjffending, shall, for each and every such offence, upon con-

viction thereof, forfeit and pay a fine not exceeding ten
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dollars, if the quantity of fish, so taken, shall be less than

one barrel ; but, if the quantity of fish, so taken, shall be

one barrel or more, such person, or persons, so offending,

shall forfeit and pay, for every barrel of fish, so taken, a sum
not more than twenty dollars nor less than ten dollars.

Sect. 5. If any vessel, boat, or craft, shall be found in what cases

within the limits of the said river, or the ponds or streams craft, &c° may
connected therewith, or within half a mile of the said river's be seized,

mouth, with any more of the said fish on board the same
than is allowed by said committee, or if any person, or per-

sons, with any such vessel, boat, or craft, shall be detected

in taking, or in attempting to take, any of the said fish, in

any manner different from the regulations of said committee,

or with seines, nets, or other instruments, of a kind or size

different from that established by the said committee, it

shall be the duty of such committee, or either one of them,

and they are hereby authorized to seize such vessel, boat, or

craft, seine, or other instruments, and detain the same, not

exceeding forty-eight hours, in order that the same may be

attached or arrested by due process of law, and made an-

swerable for said fines and forfeitures incurred, with costs of

suit.

Sect. 6. All fines and forfeitures, incurred under this Fines, &c, how

act, shall go, one half to the said towns of Dennis and Yar-

mouth, and the other half to the persons who shall prosecute

for the same, excepting that, when the said committee, or

either one of them, shall prosecute, then the forfeitures shall

accrue wholly to the said towns, to be recovered by com-
plaint before a justice of the peace, or any court competent
to try the same.

Sect. 7. All laws heretofore passed, regulating the fish- Repeal.

eries in either of the towns of Dennis and Yarmouth, which
are inconsistent with the provisions of this act, are here-

by repealed, excepting that a fish committee, which may be
chosen the present year, under the provision of any existing

law, shall be considered the committee of such town under
the operation of this act.

Sect. 8. This act shall take effect from and after its

passage. [Approved by the Governor, March 16, 1849.]

An Act to alter the Name of the Hopkinton High School. Chap. 38.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

The Hopkinton High School hereafter shall be called and To takc
r i>

ie

, * ° name of Hop-
known by the name of the Hopkinton Academy. [Ap- kinton Acad-

proved by the Governor, March 16, 1849.]
emy '


