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Sect. 3. The county commissioners may direct gates Power of coun-

to be built across the turnpike, highway, or townway, ere^to
88"^

when the same crosses such railroad, instead of across said

railroad.

Sect. 4. The original jurisdiction of all questions Jurisdiction of

touching obstructions to turnpikes, highways, or town-
obstraction

S

b°

ways, caused by the construction or operation of railroads, railroads.

shall be vested in the county commissioners of the respect-

ive counties wherein such obstructions shall occur.

Sect. 5. The supreme judicial court shall have juris- s.j. Court in

diction in equity, and may compel railroad corporations to
foTc'e^dedslons

raise or lower any turnpike, highway or townway, when of county com-

the county commissioners have decided, or may decide, in
m,ssloliers -

due and legal form, that such raising or lowering of any
such way is necessary for the security of the public, and to

compel railroad corporations to comply with the orders, de-

crees, and judgments of county commissioners, in all cases

touching obstructions, by railroads, in any of said ways.
[Approved by the Governor; May 2, 1849.]

An Act to establish the Waltham and Watertown Branch Railroad. CIlCip 223.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

Sect. 1. Seth Bemis, Josiah Beard, Isaac Parker, their Corporators,

associates and successors, are hereby made a corporation,

by the name of the Waltham and Watertown Branch Rail-

road Company ; with all the powers and privileges, and Powers and

subject to all the duties, liabilities, and restrictions, set R
Ut

s.

S

ch. 44 39

forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes, and other gen-

and in that part of the thirty-ninth chapter of said statutes
era aws '

relating to railroad corporations, and subject to all other

general laws which have been, or which shall be, hereafter

passed, relative to railroad corporations.

Sect. 2. Said company is hereby empowered to locate, Route of rail-

construct, and maintain, with one or more tracks, a branch
Ioa '

railroad, commencing at a point on the main railroad of the

Fitchburg Railroad Company, in Waltham, at or near the

Upper Factory depot, and thence running easterly along

the north side of Charles River, to enter upon and unite

with the Waltham and Newton Branch Railroad, at a con-

venient point near the Waltham Lower Factory.

Sect. 3. In case the Waltham and Newton Branch in what case

Railroad shall not be located within the time limited by b/furUierex-

the act passed at the present session of the General Court, tended,

granting an extension of the time of such location, or in

case of the surrender and transfer, by the corporators of
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said railroad, of all right to so much of said railroad as lies

between the Waltham Lower Factory and the westerly-

termination of the Watertown branch of the Fitchburg

Railroad, as provided in the following section, said Wal-
tham and Watertown Branch Railroad Company is hereby

empowered to locate, construct, and maintain their rail-

road, as granted in the preceding section, farther easterly

from the termination therein named., at or near the Waltham
Lower Factory, to a convenient point on the Watertown
Branch Railroad, at or near Bemis' Factory, there to enter

upon and unite with said Watertown Branch Railroad.

Sect. 4. The Waltham and Newton Branch Railroad

Company is hereby authorized to transfer and surrender, to

the Waltham and Watertown Branch Railroad Company,
by a formal vote of a majority of the corporators present at

a meeting specially called for that purpose, so much of

their railroad, or the right to locate, construct, and main-

tain, so much of the same as lies easterly of the Waltham
Lower Factory, and between said factory and the westerly

termination of the Watertown Branch Railroad ; and said

Waltham and Watertown Branch Railroad Company is

hereby authorized to accept such transfer and surrender,

and to locate, construct, and maintain, their railroad,

through the extent named, with all the powers and priv-

ileges, and subject to all the duties and liabilities, herein-

before mentioned.

Sect. 5. The Waltham and Watertown Branch Railroad

Company is hereby authorized to enter upon and unite

their railroad, by proper turnouts and switches, with the

main road of the Fitchburg Railroad Company, and also

with the Waltham and Newton Branch Railroad ; or, in

case the branch railroad, last named, shall not be located

and constructed as aforesaid, or, in case of a transfer and
surrender, as provided in the preceding section, then with
the Watertown Branch Railroad ; and to use said main
railroad, and one or both of said branches, or any part

thereof, agreeably to the provisions of law.

Sect. 6. The capital stock of the company hereby es-

tablished shall consist of not more than one thousand
shares, the number of which shall, from time to time, be
determined by the directors of said company; and no as-

sessment shall be laid thereon of a greater amount, in the

whole, than one hundred dollars on each share ; and said

company may invest and hold such part thereof, in real

and personal estate, as may be necessary and convenient

for the purposes of their incorporation. All the shares in

the capital stock of said corporation shall be issued for the
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same value or amount, to be actually paid in on each ; and
if said branch railroad shall be built by the Fitchburg Rail-

road Company, as hereby provided, then no shares shall be
issued for a less amount, to be actually paid in on each,

than the par value of the shares in the present capital stock

of the Fitchburg Railroad Company.
Sect. 7. If the location of the railroad, herein granted, Location,

shall not be filed within two years, and if the railroad shall Completion.

not be constructed within three years from the passage of

this act, this act shall be void.

Sect. 8. The General Court may authorize any com- other compa-

pany to enter, with another railroad, upon, and to use said IhorizeYto^se

Waltham and Watertown Branch Railroad, or any part this road,

thereof, by complying with such reasonable rules and reg-

ulations as the said Waltham and Watertown Branch Rail-

road Company may prescribe, or as may be determined

according to the provisions of law.

Sect. 9. The General Court may, from time to time, Toils may be

after the expiration of five years from the time when said
T

y T̂

c

s

ed dfter 5

W^altham and Watertown Branch Railroad shall be opened
for use, alter and reduce the rate of toll or profits upon said

road • but said toll shall not be so reduced, without the

consent of said company, as to yield, with said profits, to

the stockholders thereof, less than ten per cent, per annum,
upon the investment of said company.

Sect. 10. The Fitchburg Railroad Company may, by This charter

a vote at a meeting of the stockholders, specially convened ed^Fitchburg

for that purpose, within two years from the passage of this R
-
R

-
Co -

act, and at any time before the filing of the location of

the railroad hereby established, accept the charter hereby

granted ; and, in that case, may locate, construct, and Duties in that

maintain, said railroad, and shall succeed to, hold, and en-
c<

joy, all the franchise, rights, and privileges, hereby con-

ferred, and shall be subject to all the duties, restrictions,

and liabilities, hereby imposed, and may increase their cap-

ital stock to the extent hereby authorized, which increase

of capital stock shall be used for building said branch
;

and, upon such acceptance, the rights of the corporators

first named shall cease and determine.

Sect. 11. The Waltham and Watertown Branch Rail- This company

road Company, at anytime subsequent to the filing of their &c^ to Fitch-

location, as before mentioned, is hereby authorized and hurs R

R

Co -

empowered to transfer all its property, rights, privileges,

and franchise, under this act, to the Fitchburg Railroad

Company
; and said last named company is hereby author-

ized to receive and hold the same, whenever a majority, in

interest, of the stockholders of the two corporations, re-
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spectively, at meetings specially called for such purposes,

shall elect so to do ; and, in case of such transfer and ac-

ceptance, the Fitchburg Railroad Company may increase

their capital stock to the amount above named, which in-

crease of capital stock shall be used for purchasing said

branch road. [Approved by the Governor, May 2, 1849.]
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An Act to incorporate the Boston and Vermont Telegraph Company.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

Sect. 1. Benjamin P. Cheney, James C. Dunn, and
William Warner, their associates and successors, are hereby
made a corporation, by the name of the Boston and Ver-

mont Telegraph Company, for the purpose of constructing

and using lines of telegraph within this Commonwealth,
to connect with lines of telegraph which may belong to

the Vermont and Boston Telegraph Company, a company
incorporated by the authority of the state of Vermont, in

the year one thousand eight hundred and forty-eight.

Said Boston and Vermont Telegraph Company shall have
all the powers and privileges, and be subject to all the du-

ties, restrictions, and liabilities, set forth in the forty-fourth

chapter of the Revised Statutes.

Sect. 2. The capital stock of the said corporation shall

be a sum not exceeding seventy-five thousand dollars, to

be divided into shares of fifty dollars each : provided, that

no shares in the capital stock of said corporation shall be
issued for a less sum or amount, to be actually paid in on
each, than the par value of the shares which shall be first

issued. [Approved by the Governor, May 2, 1849.]

An Act to incorporate the Eagle Manufacturing Company.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows

:

Sect. 1. Nathaniel Pierce, Charles Barrett, George Da-
vis, their associates and successors, are hereby made a
corporation, by the name of the Eagle Manufacturing Com-
pany, for the purpose of manufacturing cotton goods, in

the town of Ashburnham, in the county of Worcester,
with all the powers and privileges, and subject to all the

duties, restrictions, and liabilities, set forth in the thirty-

eighth and forty-fourth chapters of the Revised Statutes.

Sect. 2. Said corporation may hold, for the purposes
aforesaid, real estate, not exceeding in amount forty thou-

sand dollars, and their whole capital stock shall not exceed


