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Chan. 70 ^" ^^^ ^^ establish the City of Lawrence.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represcntati'ves, in

General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as

folloivs :

Lawrence to be Sect. 1. The iiiliabitants of the town of Lawrence shall

continue to be a body politic and corporate, under the name
of the city of LaAvrence, and as such shall have, exercise, and

enjoy all the rights, immunities, powers and privileges, and

shall be subject to all the duties and obligations, now incum-

bent upon and appertaining to the said town, as a municipal

corporation.

Administration, Sect. 2. The administration of all the fiscal, prudential

in a mayor, 6 and municipal affairs of the said city, with the government

18 common'^ thcrcof, shall be vested in one municipal officer, to be stjded
councihnen.

^^^ mayor ; one council of six, to be called the board of alder-

men ; and one council of eighteen, to be called the common
council ; which boards, in their joint capacity, shall be de-

nominated the city council, and the members thereof shall be

sworn to the faithful performance of their respective duties.

A majority of each board shall constitute a quorum for the

No compensation, transaction of busiucss. And no member of either board shall

receive any comj)ensation for his services.

^x wards'"'"^

^"*° Sect. 3. The city shall be, and the same is hereby divided

into six wards, as follows :—All that portion of the city north

of the Merrimack River, and east of a line drawn from said

river northerly through the centre of Newbury Street to

Ward one. Mcadow Street, thence through the centre of Meadow Street

to the bridge over the Spicket River, on the Haverhill road,

thence tlirough the centre of the Haverhill road to Prospect

Street, thence northerly through the centre of Prospect Street

to the city line, shall be one ward, and known as Ward One.

All west of said line, and east of a line drawn from Merri-

mack River northerly through the centre of Lawrence Street

until it reaches the city line, shall be one ward, and known as

Ward Two.
All that portion west of the centre of said Lawrence Street

and east of a line drawn through the centre of Hampshire

Street northerly from the Merrimack River until it reaches

Pine Street, thence through the centre of Pine Street until it

reaches Lawrence Street, near the city line, shall be one ward,

and known as Ward Three.

All that portion of the city west of said line drawn tlu-ough

Hampshire Street, and east of a line drawn through the centre

Ward four. of Tumpikc Street northerly from the Merrimack River until

it reaches the city line, shall be one ward, and known as

Ward Four

Ward two.

Ward three.



1853. Chap. 70. 393

All that portion of the city north of the Merrimack River,

and Avcst of a line drawn through the centre of Tnrnpike Ward fire.

Street northerly from said river, shall be one ward, and known
as AVard Five.

All that portion of the city south of the Merrimack Eiver, ward six.

shall be one ward, and known as Ward Six.

It shall be the duty of the city council, in the 5^ear eig'hteen city council shaii

,
,, ifc • '' 1 r '^ ' r ii revise the wards

hundretl and ntty-six, and alter that, once m live years, and not in I85t5,and once

oftener, to revise, and if it be needful, to alter the boundaries thereafter."

of the several wards in such manner that they may contain,

as nearly as may be, an equal number of inhabitants.

Sect. 4. On the first ^Monday of December, annually, Election of cicrks.

there shall be chosen by ballot, in each of said wards, a inspectors.

Avai'dcn, clerk, and three inspectors of elections, residents of

the wards in which they are chosen, who shall hold their of-

fices for one year, and until others shall have been chosen in

their places and qualified to act. It shall be the duty of such

warden to preside at all ward meetings, with the powers of

moderators of town-meetings. And if, at any meeting, the in absence of

warden shall not be present, the clerk of such ward shall call
^ay^preslde^

the meeting to order, and preside until a warden pro tempore

shall be chosen by ballot. And if, at any meeting, the clerk cierk pro tem.

shall not be present, a clerk pro tempore shall be chosen by ^'^^ ^^ etosen.

ballot. The clerk shall record all the proceedmgs and certity

the votes given, and deliver to his successor in office all such

records and journals, together with all other documents and

papers held by him in said capacity.

And it shall be the duty of inspectors of elections to assist Duties of

the warden in receiving, sorting, and counting the votes,
'"^p^^'o'"^-

And the warden, clerk, and inspectors of elections, so chosen,

shall respectively make oath or affirmation, faithfully and im-

partially to discharge their several duties, relative to all elec-

tions ; which oath may be administered by the clerk of such oaths of ward

ward, to the warden, and by the warden to the clerk and in- administered.

specters, or by any justice of the peace for the county of

Essex.

All warrants for meetings of citizens for municipal pur- warrants for

poses, to be held either in wards or in general meetings, shall issued, etc.

be issued by the mayor and aldermen, and shall be in such

form, and shall be served, executed, and returned, in such

manner, and at such times, as the city council may, by any by-

law, direct.

Skct. 5. The mayor and six aldermen, one alderman to Kicction, quaiie-

be selected from each ward, shall be elected by the qualified of office ot mayor,

voters of the city at large, voting in their respective wards ;

''^^

and tluee common council men, and one person to be an over-
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seer of the poor, and one person to be a member of the school

committee, and one person to be an assistant assessor, shall be

elected by the qualified voters of each ward, and shall be resi-

dents of the wards wherein they are elected. All said officers

shall be chosen by ballot, and shall hold their offices for one

year from the first ]Monday in January, and until others

shall be elected and quahfied in their places.

Sect. 6. On the first Monday of December, annually, the

qualified voters in each ward shall give in their votes for

mayor, aldermen, common council men, overseer of the poor,

school committee, and assistant assessor, as provided in section

five of this act ; and all the votes so given, shall be sorted,

counted, declared, and registered in open ward-meeting, by
causing the names of the persons voted for, and the number of

votes given for each, to be written in the ward records in

words at length. The clerk of the ward shall, within twenty-

four hours after such election, deliver to the persons elected

members of the common council, overseer of the poor, school

committee, and assistant assessor, certificates of their elections,

signed by the warden and clerk, and by a majority of the in-

sj)ectors of elections for such ward, and shall .deliver to the

city clerk a copy of the records of such elections, certified in

like manner : provided, however, that if the choice of common
councilmen, overseer of the poor, school committee, or assist-

ant assessor, shall not be effected on that day, the meeting

may be adjourned from time to time, but not more than seven

days at any one time, until such election is completed. The
board of aldermen for the time being, shall, as soon as con-

veniently may be, within seven days after such election, ex-

amine the copies of records of the several wards, certified as

aforesaid, and shall cause the person who may have been

elected mayor to be notified, in writing, of his election ; but

if it shall appear that no j)erson has received a majority of all

the votes, or if the person elected shall refuse to accept the

office, the board of aldermen shall issue their wan'ant for a

new election, and the same proceedings shall be had as are

hereinbefore provided for the choice of mayor, and repeated

from time to time, until a mayor shall be chosen, and shall ac-

cept the office. In case of the decease, resignation, or absence

of the mayor, or his inability to perform the duties of his office,

it shall be the duty of the board of aldermen and the common
council, in convention, to elect a mayor to serve during the

unexpired term, or until the occasion, causing the vacancy, be

removed. And if it shall appear that the number of aldermen

have not been elected, the same proceedings shall be had as

are hereinbefore provided for the choice of mayor. Each alder-
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man shall be notified, in writing, of his election by the mayor

and aldermen for the time being.

The oath, prescribed by this act, shall be administered to

the mayor by the city clerk, or by any justice of the peace for

the county of Essex.

The aldermen and common council men elect, shall, on the oath of office

first ]Monday in January, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, meet ana recorded.

in convention, "when the oath requii-ed by this act shall be ad-

ministered to the members of the two boai*ds present, by the

mavor, or by any justice of the peace for the county of Essex
;

and a certificate" of such oath having been taken shall be en-

tered in the journal of the mayor and aldermen, and of the

common council, by their respective clerks.

And M"henevcr it shall appear that no mayor has been elected in case of failure

1 1 •tnliT\•^-^^ i*o choose mayor,
previously to the said nrst Monday m January, the mayor and etc.

aldermen, for the time being, shall make a record of that fact,

an attested copy of which the city clerk shall read at the open-

ing of the convention to be held as aforesaid.

After the oath has been administered as aforesaid, the two Organization of

, , , ,, -, , •! 1 n 1 common council.

boards shall separate, and the common council shali be organ-

ized by the choice of a president and a clerk, who shall be

sworn to the faithful discharge of their duties.

- In case of the absence of the mayor elect, on the first Mon- Proceedings in

- , .
*^ 111 ••!!•• absence ofmayor.

day 01 Januaiy, the city government shaii organize itseli m
the manner hereinbefore provided, and may proceed to busi-

ness in the same manner as if the mayor were present ; and the

oath of office may be administered to the mayor at any time

thereafter, in a convention of the two branches.

In the absence of the mayor, the board of aldermen may Mayor pro ^fw;.

choose a chairman pro tempore, who shall preside at joint

meetings of the two boards.

Each board shall keep a record of its own proceedings, and Each board to

judge of the election of its own members ; and in case of fail-
^^^^ ^^''°^

'

^^'

ure of an election, or in case of any vacancy declared by either

board, the mayor and aldermen shall order a new election.

Sect. 7. The mayor, thus chosen and qualified, shall be Duty of mayor.

the chief executive officer of the city ; it shall be his duty to

be vigilant in causing the laws and regulations of the city to

be enforced, and to exercise a general supervision over the

conduct of all subordinate officers, and to cause their neglect

of duty to be punished ; he may call special meetings of the

board of aldermen and common council, or either of them,

when necessary in his opinion, by causing notices, in writing,

to be left at the places of residence of the several members ;

he shall communicate, from time to time, to both of them,

such information, and recommend such measm-es, as, in his
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opinion, tlie interests of tlie city may require ; he shall pre-

side in the board of aldermen, and in convention of the two

boards, but shall have a casting vote only. His salary for the

first year under this charter shall be five hundi-ed dollars, and

no more. He shall afterwards receive for his services, such

salaiT as the city council shall determine, and shall receive no

other compensation ; but such salary shall not be increased or

diminished during the year for which he is chosen.

Sect. 8. The executive power of the said city generally,

and the administration of the police, with all the power here-

tofore vested in the selectmen of Lawrence, shall be vested in,

and may be exercised by, the mayor and aldermen, as fully as

if the same were herein specially enumerated. The mayor
and aldermen shall have full and exclusive power to appoint a

constable and assistants, or a city marshal and assistants, with

the powers and duties of constables and all other police offi-

cers, and the same to remove at pleasure. Aiid the mayor
and aldermen may require any person who may be appointed

marshal or constable of the city, to give bonds for the faithful

discharge of the duties of the office, with such security and to

such amount as may be deemed reasonable and proper ; upon
which bonds the like proceedings and remedies may be had as

are by law provided in the case of constables' bonds taken by
the selectmen of towns.

All other powers now vested in the inhabitants of the said

town, and all poAvers granted by this act, shall be vested in

the mayor and aldermen and common council of the said city,

to be exercised by concui'rent vote, each board to have a nega-

tive upon the other ; but the city council shall, annually, as

soon after their organization as may be convenient, elect by
joint ballot, in convention, a city treasurer, collector of taxes,

three assessors and a city clerk, and two persons to be select-

ed from the members of the board of aldermen, to be overseers

of the poor, and shall, in such manner as the said city coun-

cil may determine by any by-law made for the purpose, ap-

point or elect all subordinate officers, not herein otherM'ise di-

rected, for the ensuing year, define their duties and fix their

compensations, in cases where such duties and compensations

shall not be defined and fixed by the laws of the common-
wealth.

All sittings of the mayor and aldermen, of the common
council, and of the city council, shall be public, when they

are not engaged in executive business. The city council shall

take care that money shall not be paid from the treasury un-

less granted or appropriated ; shall secure a just and prompt
accountabihty, by requiring bonds, with sufficient penalty and
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sureties, from all persons intrusted mth the receipt, custody,

or disbursement of money ; shall have the care and superin-

tendence of city buildings, and the custody and management

of all city property, with power to let or sell what may be le-

gally let or sold ; and to purchase property, real or personal,

in the name and for the use of the city, whenever its interests

or convenience may, in their judgment, require it. And the

city council shall, as often as once a year, cause to be pub-

lished, for the use of the inhabitants, a particular account of

receipts and expencHtures, and a schedule of city property.

Sect. 9. In all cases in which appointments are directed Mayor to

to be made by the mayor and aldermen, the mayor shall have

the exclusive power of nomination, being subject, however, to

confirmation or rejection by the board of aldermen ; and no

person shall be eligible to any office of emolument, the salary

of which is payable out of the city treasury, who, at the time

of such appointment, shall be a member of the board of alder-

men or of the common council : provided, however, that any Provided, etc.

member of either board may be elected to serve as mayor
whenever a vacancy shall occur in that office, and any two

members of the board of aldermen may be chosen overseers of

the poor, as hereinbefore pro"\dded.

Sect. 10. The city clerk shall be clerk of the board of al- Duty of city

dermen, and shall be sworn to the faithful performance of liis

duties. He shall perform such duties as shall be prescribed

by the board of aldermen ; he shall perform all the duties and

exercise all the powers by law incumbent upon or vested in

the town clerk of the town of Lawrence.

Sect. 11. The qualified voters of each ward, at their re- overseers of

spective annual ward meetings, shall elect by ballot one per-

son in their respective wards, who shall be a resident of the

ward, to be an overseer of the poor, and the persons thus cho-

sen, together with the mayor and the two aldermen selected

by the city council, as hereinbefore provided, shall constitute

the board of overseers of the poor, and shall have all the poAv-

ers, and be subject to all the duties, now by law pertaining to

the overseers of the poor of the town of Lawrence.

The qualified voters shall, at the same time and in like School

manner, elect one person in each ward, who shall be a resi-

dent of the ward, to be a member of the school committee, and
he shall serve without compensation ; and the persons so cho-

sen, together with the mayor, who shall be, ex ojicio, chair-

man of the board, shall constitute the school committee, and
have the care and superintendence of the public schools ; and

the said committee shall appoint, from their own number or

otherwise, a secretary, to be under the direction and control

49
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of said committee, superintendent of the schools ; and the

compensation of such secretary shall be determined from year

to year by the city council, on recommendation of the school

committee.

The qualified voters shall, at the same time and in like

manner, elect one person in each ward, who shall be a resi-

dent of the ward, to be an assistant assessor ; and it shall be

the duty of the persons so chosen to furnish the assessors

with all needful information relative to the persons and prop-

erty taxable in then- respective wards, and they shall be sworn

to the faithful performance of their duty.

The persons to be chosen by the city council as assessors, as

hereinbefore provided, shall constitute the board of assessors,

and shall exercise the same powers, and be subject to the same

duties and liabilities, that the assessors in the several towns in

this commonwealth may exercise or be subject to under exist-

ing laws ; and they shall be sworn to the faithful performance

of their duty.

All taxes shall be assessed, apportioned and collected in the

manner prescribed by the laws of this commonwealth : pro-

vided, however, that the city council may establish further or

additional provisions for the collection thereof.

Fire department. Sect. 12. An act establishing the fire department in the

town of Lawrence, passed May tenth, in the year eighteen

hundi'ed and forty-eight, shall continue in force, and all the

power and authority now vested in the selectmen of Law-
rence, in relation to the fire department of that town, shall be

transferred to and vested in the mayor and aldermen.

Sect. 13. The list of jurors shall be prepared by the

mayor and aldermen, in the same manner as is required in the

ninety-fifth chapter of the Revised Statutes to be done by the

selectmen within and for then- respective towns ; and the lists,

when made out, shall be submitted to the common council for

concurrent revision or amendment.
The mayor and aldermen and the city clerk shall severally

have and exercise all the powers and duties, with regard to

the drawing of jurors in the city, and all other matters relat-

ing to jurors therein, which are, by law, required to be per-

fomied by the selectmen and ioyra. clerk in their respective

towns ; and all venires for jurors to be retiu"ned from Law-
rence shall be served on the said mayor and aldermen.

Power of city Sect. 14. The mayor and aldermen, with the concurrent

tespect"to°treet.s. votc of the commou council, shall have exclusive power to

lay out, alter or discontinue any street or town way, and to

estimate the damage any individual may sustain thereby.

And any person dissatisfied with the decision of the city coun-

List ofjurors.

Drawing of
jurors.
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cil, in tlie estimate of damages, may make complaint to the

comity commissioners of the county of Essex, at any meeting

hckl witliin one year after such decision, whereupon the same
proceedings shall be had as are now by law provided in cases

where persons are aggrieved by the assessment of damages by
the selectmen, in the twenty-fourth chapter of the Kevised

Statutes.

Sect. 15. The mayor and aldermen, with the concurrent Power of city in

vote of the common council, shall have the power to cause dnuningl'etc.

drains and common sewers to be laid down through any street

or private land, pajing the owners such damage as they may
sustain thereby, and to require all persons to pay a reasonable

sum for the privilege of opening any di'ain into such public

di-ain or common sewer.

And the city council may make by-laws, with suitable pen- And niea.«ure-

!.• r ii • i* i J 1 r. ment ofwood, etc
alties, tor the inspection, survey, measui'ement and sale oi

lumber, wood, coal and bark, brought into the city for sale.

Sect. 16. All power and authority now vested by law in health officers,

the board of health for the town of Lawrence, or in the se-

lectmen thereof, shall be transferred to, and vested in, the

city council, to be by them exercised in such manner as they

may deem expedient.

Sect. 17. The mayor and aldermen shall, in each year, warrant for

issue their warrant for calling meetings for the election of the representatives.

whole number of representatives to the general court to which
the said city is by law entitled, and the number shall be spec-

ified in the warrant.

Sect. 18. All elections for county, state and United States proceedings at

officers, who are voted for by the people, shall be held at Xolc'e of county,

meetings of the citizens qualified to vote in such elections m
oncers

"'^ federal

the respective wards, at the time fixed by law for these elec-

tions respectively ; and at such meetings, all the votes given

for such officers respectively shall be sorted, counted, declar-

ed and registered in open ward meetings, by causing the

names of all persons voted for, and the number of votes given

for each to be written in the wai'd record in words at length.

The ward clerk shall forthwith deliver to the city clerk a cer-

tified copy of the records of such election. The city clerk

shall forthwith record such returns, and the mayor and alder-

men shall, within two days after every such election, examine
and compare all such returns, and make out a certificate of

the result of such elections, to be signed by the mayor and a

majority of the aldermen, and also by the city clerk, which
shall be transmitted or delivered in the same manner as simi-

lar returns are by law directed to be made by selectmen of

towns. And in all elections for representatives to the general
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court, in case the wliole number proposed to be elected shall

not be chosen by a majority of the votes legally returned, the

mayor and aldermen shall forthwith issue their warrant for a

new election, conformably to the provisions of the constitu-

tion and the laws of the commonwealth.

List of voters. Sect. 19. Prior to every election, the mayor and alder-

men shall make out lists of all the citizens of each ward,

qualified to vote in such elections, in the manner in which se-

lectmen of towns are required to make out lists of voters
;

and, for that purpose, they shall have full access to the assess-

ors' books and lists, and be entitled to the assistance of all

assessors and city officers ; and they shall deliver the said lists,

so prepared and corrected, to the clerks of the said wards, to

be used at such elections ; and no person shall be entitled to

vote whose name is not borne on such list. Provided, that

any person Avhose name shall not be borne on the list of the

ward in which he is entitled to vote, when it shall be placed

in the hands of the clerk of said ward, shall have the right to

have his name entered thereon at any time thereafter and be-

'

fore the closing of the polls, upon presenting to the.ward
officers a certificate signed by the mayor or city clerk by order

of the board of aldermen, setting forth his right to have his

name thus entered.

Sect. 20. General meetings of the citizens qualified to

vote may, from time to time, be held to consult upon the pub-

lic good, to give instructions to their representatives, and

to take all lawful measures to obtain redress for grievances,

according to the rights secured to the people by the constitu-

tion of this commonwealth. And such meetings may and

shall be duly warned by the mayor and aldermen, upon the

requisition of fifty qualified voters.

Sect. 21, The city council shall have power to make all

such salutary and needful by-laws, as towns by the laws of

this commonwealth have poAver to make and establish, and to

annex penalties, not exceeding twenty dollars, for the breach

thereof; which by-laws shall take effect and be in force from
and after the time therein respectively limited, without the

sanction of any court or other authority whatever : provided,

Proviaea, etc. howcver, that all laws and regulations now in force in the

town of Lawrence shall, until they shall expire by their own
limitation, or be revised or repealed by the city council, re-

main in force, and all fines and forfeitures for the breach of

any by-law or ordinance shall be paid into the city treasury.

Fine.s for breach Sect. 22. All fiucs, forfeitures, and penalties, accruing for

of by-laws-how
|-]^e breach of any by-law of the city of Lawrence, or of any

recovered. . .
•^

of the ordinances of the city council, or of any of the orders

Meeting of the
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of the mayor and aldermen, may be prosecuted for and recov-

ered before the police court of the said city of Lawrence, by
compliiint or information, in the same manner in which other

criminal offences are now prosecuted before the police courts

witliin tliis commonwealth; reserving, however, in all cases. Right of appeal,

to tlie party complained of and prosecuted, the right of appeal

to the court of common pleas, then next to be held in the

county of Essex, from the judgment and sentence of the police

court. And the appeal shall be allowed on the same terms,

and the proceedings shall be conducted therein in the same
manner, as provided in the one hundred and thirty-eighth

chapter of the Revised Statutes of tliis commonwealth. And Complaint, how

it shall be sufficient, in all such prosecutions, to set forth in the

complaint the offence fully, plainly, substantially and formally ;

and it shall not be necessary to set forth such by-law, ordi-

nance or order, or any part thereof. All fines, forfeitures and Fines to be paid

penalties, so recovered and paid, shall be paid to the treasurer ° *^' ^

of the city of Lawrence, and shall enure to such use as the

said city council shall dhect. When any person, upon any persons refusing

conviction, before the police court for any breach of any by- how'pmSshed.

law of said city of Lawrence, or any of the ordinances of the

city councillor any of the orders of the mayor and aldermen,

shall be sentenced to pay a fine, or ordered to pay any penalty

or forfeiture provided by any such by-law, ordinance or order,

or, upon claiming an appeal, shall fail to recognize for his

appearance at the court appealed to, and there to prosecute his

appeal, and to abide the sentence or order of the court thereon,

and in the mean time to keep the peace and be of good beha-

vior, and upon not paying the fine, penalty, or forfeiture, and
costs so assessed upon him, he shall be committed to prison,

there to remain until he shall pay such fine, forfeiture or pen-

alty, and cost, or be otherwise discharged, accordmg to law.

The provisions of this section shall also apply to all prose- This section

cutions founded on the by-laws or ordinances of the town of by-iaws.

Lawrence, which may continue in force after this act shall go
into operation, and all the powers of the police court already

established shall be continued to it.

Sect. 23. For the purpose of organizing the system of First organizatio

, , , of city govern-
government hereby established, and putting the same into ment.

operation, in the first instance, the selectmen of the town of

Lawrence for the time being shall, within thirty days after the

acceptance of this act, issue their warrant, seven days at least

previous to the day so appointed, for calling meetings of the

said citizens, at such place and hour as they may deem expe-

dient, for the purpose of choosing a warden, clerk and inspec-

tors for each ward, and all other officers whose election is pro-

49*
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.Tided for in the preceding sections of this act ; and the tran-

scripts of the records of each ward specifying the votes for

the several officers aforesaid, certified by the warden and clerk

of each ward at such first meeting, shall be returned to the

said selectmen, whose duty it shall be to examine and com-

pare the same, and, in case said election should not be com-

pleted at the first meeting, then to issue new warrants until

such election shall be completed, and to give notice thereof,

in the manner hereinbefore provided to the several persons

elected.

And at said first meeting, any inhabitant of said ward, being

a legal voter, may call the citizens to order and preside until a

warden shall have been chosen. And at said first meeting, a

list of voters in each ward, prepared and corrected by the select-

men for the time being, shall be deHvered to the clerk of each

ward, when elected, to be used as hereinbefore provided.

And the selectmen shall appoint such time for the first meet-

ing of the city council as they may judge proper, after the

choice of city officers as aforesaid, or a majority of the mem-
bers of both branches, in the year one thousand eight hundred
and fifty-three, and shall also fix upon the place and hour of

the said first meeting, and a written notice thereof shall be

sent by said selectmen to the place of abode of each of the

city officers chosen as provided in this section.

And after the first election of city officers, and this first

meeting for the organization of the city council as in this sec-

tion is provided, the day of holding the annual elections, and
the day and hour for the meeting of the city council for the

purpose of organization, shall remain as provided in the sixth

section of this act. And it shall be the duty of the citj" coun-

cil, immediately after the first organization, to elect all neces-

• sary city officers, who shall hold their offices, respectively,

until others are chosen and qualified.

Sect. 24. The annual town meeting of the town of Law-
rence, which by law is to be held in March or April, is here-

by suspended, and all town officers now in office shall hold

their places until this act shall take effect, and their successors

are chosen and qualified.

And in case this act shall not be accepted as hereinafter pro-

vided, the selectmen shall issue their warrant according to law,

for holding the annual town meeting of the inhabitants, in

which all the proceedings shall be the same as if this act had
not been passed. The warrant for calling the said town meet-

ing shall be issued within seven days from the rejection of

this act, provided the same shall not be accepted.

Sect. 25. All officers of the town of Lawrence havinsf
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.Tided for in the preceding sections of this act ; and the tran-

scripts of the records of each ward specifying the votes for

the several officers aforesaid, certified by the warden and clerk

of each ward at such first meeting, shall be returned to the

said selectmen, whose duty it shall be to examine and com-

pare the same, and, in case said election should not be com-

pleted at the first meeting, then to issue new warrants until

such election shall be completed, and to give notice thereof,

in the manner hereinbefore provided to the several persons

elected.

And at said first meeting, any inhabitant of said ward, being

a legal voter, may call the citizens to order and preside until a

warden shall have been chosen. And at said first meeting, a

list of voters in each ward, prepared and corrected by the select-

men for the time being, shall be deHvered to the clerk of each

ward, when elected, to be used as hereinbefore provided.

And the selectmen shall appoint such time for the first meet-

ing of the city council as they may judge proper, after the

choice of city officers as aforesaid, or a majority of the mem-
bers of both branches, in the year one thousand eight hundred
and fifty-three, and shall also fix upon the place and hour of

the said first meeting, and a written notice thereof shall be

sent by said selectmen to the place of abode of each of the

city officers chosen as provided in this section.

And after the first election of city officers, and this first

meeting for the organization of the city council as in this sec-

tion is provided, the day of holding the annual elections, and
the day and hour for the meeting of the city council for the

purpose of organization, shall remain as provided in the sixth

section of this act. And it shall be the duty of the citj" coun-

cil, immediately after the first organization, to elect all neces-

• sary city officers, who shall hold their offices, respectively,

until others are chosen and qualified.

Sect. 24. The annual town meeting of the town of Law-
rence, which by law is to be held in March or April, is here-

by suspended, and all town officers now in office shall hold

their places until this act shall take effect, and their successors

are chosen and qualified.

And in case this act shall not be accepted as hereinafter pro-

vided, the selectmen shall issue their warrant according to law,

for holding the annual town meeting of the inhabitants, in

which all the proceedings shall be the same as if this act had
not been passed. The warrant for calling the said town meet-

ing shall be issued within seven days from the rejection of

this act, provided the same shall not be accepted.

Sect. 25. All officers of the town of Lawrence havinsf
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the care and custody of any records, papers, or muniments of

property belonging to said to'o-n, shall deliver the same to the

city clerk, within one week after his entering upon the duties

of his office.

Sect. 26, All such acts, and parts of acts, as are iaconsist- in«>nastent

ent with the proWsions of this act, shall be, and the same are

hereby repealed.

Sect. '27. Nothing in this act contained shall be so con- Lerfsutme may

strued as to prevent the legislature from altering or amending
the same whenever they shall deem it expedient.

Sect. 28. This act shall be void xmless the inhabitants of ^ej *<> ^ '^^i
r T 11 • niri vmless adopted

the town of Lawrence, at a legal meetmg called for that pur- by mhabitanta.

pose, at which the selectmen shall preside and the check list

be used in the same manner as at meetings called to choose

state officers, and the polls kept open at least six hours, shall,

by a vote of the majority of the voters present and voting

thereon, yea or nay, by a written ballot, determine to adopt

the same, within twenty days from and after its passage.

Sect. 29. This act shall go into operation from and after

its passage. [Approved by the Governor, March 21, 1853.]

An Act to incorporate the Town of North ReadiEg. C/iCip. 71

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives,

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

as foUou's

:

Sect. 1. All that portion of the town of Eeading, lying Part of Beading

northerly of a line commencing at T^'ilmington, on Ipswich

River ; thence down the thread of said river to Bear Meadow
Brook ; thence southerly, up the thread of said brook to a

stone monument at a maple stump ; thence in a straight line

to a stone monument on Bear ^Sleadow Causeway ; thence

eastwai-dly in a straight line, to a stone monument north of Tol-

man's Island, then eastwardly in a straight Une to a stone mon-
ument at the north west corner of Israel A. Parson's land ;

thence southerly in a straight line to a stone monument on said

Parson's land ; thence easterly, in a straight line to a stone

monument at Lynnfield line ; is hereby incorporated into a

town bv the name of North Readins: ; and the said town of Po^rrsaiKi

North Reading is hereby vested with all the powers, privi-

leges, rights and immunities, and made subject to all the du-

ties and regulations, to which other to^wTis are entitled and

subjected by the constitution and laws of this commonwealth.
Sect. 2.

' The said towns of Reading and North Reading
^'^J^J^'ed.

shall be respectively liable for the support of all persons who
shall hereafter become paupers, whose legal settlement had

been gained -within their respective limits at the time of the


