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An Act in relation to tlie North River Bridge Company. Chan 1*^0

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives,

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

as follows :

Sect. 1. The North River Briagc Company is hereby au- Name changed.

thorized to take the name of, and shall hereafter be known as,

the Little's Bridge Corporation.

Sect. 2. The said corporation shall have power at any May reduce rates

time hereafter, to reduce the rates of toll heretofore established,

so far as they may deem expedient, and continue said tolls so

reduced as long as they shall deem expedient. The said cor- Corporation may

poration may also regulate by agreement with individuals, the ^reements.

rates of tolls for passing their bridge, during the period of one

year, or for a shorter time : provided, that the rates of toll so proyided.

agreed on, shall not exceed those heretofore established by
law.

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect from and after its passage.

[Approved by the Governor, April 1, 1853.]

An Act for widening the Draws in certain Bridges over Mystic River. Qhnyj 121
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives,

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

as follows :

Sect. 1. The passage-way for vessels through each of the certain draws to

bridges of the several corporations hereinafter named, crossing 46 feet before

the 5lystic River below the town of Medford, is hereby re-
^'^*'' ^^^ '

quired to be increased to a clear width of not less than forty-

six feet, and suitable draws therein, leaving, when open, a

clear passage-way of the width aforesaid, for all vessels having

occasion to pass the same, and convenient also, when closed,

for the passing of the pubUc travel, shall be made and com-
pleted on or before the first day of October, eighteen hundred
and fifty-thi-ee ; the said draws to be constructed and finished

upon the terms and conditions hereinafter prescribed, but in

such form and mode of construction as shall be approved by To be approved

three commissioners, to be for that purpose appointed by the sionerT.*^*^

governor and council : the compensation of said commissioners

to be apportioned by them as they shall think equitable, and
to be estimated as pai't of the expense of constructing said

draws.

Sect. 2. The Salem Turnpike and Chelsea Bridge Corpo- saicm turnpike

,, ^
1 -\r ^ 1 •! ""'^ Chelsea

ration, mcorporatcd by an act passed JMarch the sixth, one bridge corpora-

thousand eight hundred and two, shall make, within the time new draw™

aforesaid, and shall maintain in good repair, in lieu of the pre-



430 1853. Chap. 121.

sent draw, in tliat part of Chelsea Bridge wliicli crosses the

main channel of said river nearest to the Chelsea shore, a new
draw, allowing such width of passage for vessels as aforesaid,

and of such form and construction as said commissioners shall

determine, together with such piers as said commissioners shall

judge to be necessary to lacihtate the safe passage of vessels

through said draw ; and the said corporation shall be bound to

j)erform like duties respecting the opening of said draw, and

the accommodation of vessels passing tlu'ough the same as are

now required in respect to the several existing draws in said

bridge by the said act of incorporation, or any act additional

thereto ;' and to indemnify the said corporation for all losses

and expenses incurred by the alterations and improvements

aforesaid not required by their act of incorporation, or any act

Term for taking additional thereto ; the term limited in said act of incorpora-

tion for the taking of tolls on said bridge, is hereby extended

to such further term as shall be found to be a complete in-

demnity to the said corporation in the manner hereinafter

Commissioners provided. It shall be the duty of the said commissioners,
to audit accounts /., ,i i, • -.

,
n •iiiii

and make report, alter the alterations and improvements aioresaid snail nave

been completed and approved, to audit the accounts of the

corporation relative thereto, and to ascertain the costs thereof,

and all expenses incident thereto, and the losses from inter-

ruption of the travel, or otherwise, occasioned by the making
of the same, and the increased annual expense, if any, for

tending and keeping in good repair such newly-constructed

draw, and to determine, after hearing the corporation thereon,

what additional term for the taking of the tolls on said bridge,

beyond the term limited in said act of incorporation, will suf-

fice to indemnify said corporation for all losses and expenses

incurred in making and maintaining said alterations and im-

provements, with interest thereon at the rate of six per cent,

per annum, payable semi-annually, from the time when the

same were incurred to the time of their being reimbursed, and

to report theu' awaixl in the premises to the governor and

council ; and when the said award shall have been accepted

and approved by the governor and council, the additional term

thereby awarded for the taking of tolls on said bridge shall

be deemed and taken to be an additional franchise of the said

corporation.

Proprietors of Sect. 3. The proprietors of Maiden Bridge, incorporated

mate new draw*° t)y an act passcd March the first, one thousand seven hundred

and eighty-seven, and now subject to the provisions of the

additional act, passed April the nineteenth, one thousand eight

hundi-ed and tliiity-seven, and accepted by said corporation,

shall make within the time aforesaid, and shall maintain in
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good repair, in lieu of the existing di'aw in said bridge, a

di-aw, not less than forty-six feet in width, and of such form

and construction as the commissioners aforesaid shall deter-

mine to be safe and convenient ; and all the duties the said

corporation is now required by law to perform respecting the

existing di'aw, shall be deemed and taken to apply to such

newly constructed draw ; and the commissioners appointed

under the said act, passed April the nineteenth, one thousand

eight hundred and tliu-ty-seven, shall make such provision as

they shall deem expedient for advancing to the said corpora- Expenses to be

tion the requisite funds to defray the expense of the altera- of tons,'''^'^

""^^

tions and improvements aforesaid, to be reimbursed out of the

tolls to be received at said bridge, whenever and for such

length of time as may be neccssaiy, after the said bridge, under

the provisions of said additional act, shall have reverted to and

become the property of the commonwealth, and without det-

riment to the private interests of the ]3roprietors of said bridge

under said act. But if the said proprietors of Maiden Bridge if the proprietors

shall refuse or neglect to make the said alteration upon the gfoners to make

terms aforesaid, by the expiration of the time hereinbefore ti^e same.

limited therefor, the commissioners appointed under this act

shall make the same, with all convenient despatch, and all the

duties the said corporation is now required by law to perform

respecting the existing draw, shall be deemed and taken to

apply to such newly constructed draw ; and all damages there-

by sustained by said corporation, shall be ascertained in the

same manner as is now provided by law in respect to high-

ways, and shall be paid by said commissioners to said corpo-

ration, and said commissioners shall make such provision for

the pajTiient thereof and for defraying the expense of such al- •

teration as they shall deem expedient, the amount thereof to

be rcimbui'sed out of the tolls to be received at said bridge, as

aforesaid.

Sect. -1. The Boston and Maine Railroad Corporation shall Boston and

make "within the time aforesaid, and shall maintain in good corporaTion shall

repair, in lieu of the existing cbaw in the bridge of said rail- ks'ftiian 46feef

road, crossing the channel of said river, a draw, not less than ^^i*^*'-

forty-six feet in width, and of such form and construction as

the commissioners appointed under this act shall judge to be
safe and convenient, together with such piers as said commis-
sioners shall determine to be necessary to facilitate the passage

of vessels tlu-ough said di'aw, without unnecessary interruption

to the pubhc travel on said rarhoad ; and all the duties noAV

imposed by law upon said corporation with respect to the ex-

isting draw in said bridge shall be held to apply to such newly

constructed draw ; and the said corporation shall on or before



432 1853. Chap. 121—122.

Obstructions to

be removed.
the first day of October, eighteen hundred and fifty-three, re-

move all such obstructions in the channel of said river, as said

commissioners shall judge to have been caused by the erection

and maintenance of said railroad, and the expense of said

alterations and improvements shall be defrayed by the said

railroad corporation.

Corporations Sect. 5. On or bcfore the first day of October, one thou-

Maiden bridge) saud eight hundred and fifty-thi"ee, within which time the

cTrawf within
"^ alterations and improvements herein required to be made, are

be'deemedlis''^ to bc Completed, if either of the chaws herein required to be
nuisances. made shall not have been made and completed as aforesaid by

the corporation required to make the same, the bridge of

the corporations guilty of such neglect, except said Maiden
Bridge, shall thereafter be deemed and taken to be a public

nuisance and may be abated as such by any person interested

m ship building above said bridges, in the same manner in

which any other obstruction or nuisance in navigable waters

may be abated or removed.

^espfcti^glxist-
Sect. 6. Nothing in this act contained shall be construed

ing draws not to alter or impair any obligation of the corporations herein
impaired by this ^ - i i •• i ' ^ ^ - ^
act until, etc. named with respect to the existing draws m the bridges afore-

said, until the di-aws herein provided to be made shall be

completed, nor to alter or impair their obligations for the

maintenance of suitable draws under their respective charters

and the acts in addition thereto, but all such obligations shall

remain in full force and apply to the maintenance and care of

the di'aws hereby requu'ed to be made by the said corporations

respectively, in like manner as if the same had been provided

for in their respective charters, nor in any way to affect the

resolve approved May twenty-fourth, one thousand eight hun-

dred and fifty-one, concerning the draw in the bridge of the

Grand Junction Railroad and Depot Company across said

river. [Approved by the Governor, April 1, 1853.]

C/lttp. 122 An Act to provide for the Taxation of certain Real Estate belonging to

the Commonwealth.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives,

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

as follows :

estlte nlul Sect. 1. Any real estate of which the commonwealth may
to taxation. \yQ ^ posscssiou, undcr a mortgage for a breach of any of the

conditions therein named, shall be liable to taxation in the city

or town where situated : anything in the fifth section of the

seventh chapter of the Revised Statutes to the contrary not-

withstanding.

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its pas

sage. [Approved by the Governor, April 1, 1853.]


