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Sect. 9. Nothing in this act shall be construed to prevent cuieB to retain

the city authorities of either of said cities, from taking up any

of the public streets traversed by said railroads, for the pur-

poses for which they may now lawfully take up the same.

Sect. 10. This act shall be void, so far as relates to the Act to bo void,

., - ., ,. .,^.,.. , , unless accepted,

right to constrnct said road in either 01 said cities, unless the etc.

same shall be accepted by the city councils of said cities re-

spectively, and unless the same shall be accepted by said cor-

poration, and ten per cent, of the capital stock thereof paid in,

within two years from the passage of this act.

Sect. 11. The said corporation shall be deemed a railroad To make annual

corporation, so far as to be subject to make such annual re-

turns to the legislature, as are or may be prescribed by law

;

but not to the other general provisions of law, in relation to

railroad corporations.

Sect. 12, The existence of said corporation is hereby ^^^^'^'^ '° ^^'^

limited to the period of fifty years from the passage hereof.

[Ajjjprovcd by the Governor, May 21, 1853.]

An Act respecting the Watch and Police of the City of Boston. Clian 354
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives,

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

as follows :

Sect. 1. The city council of the city of Boston are watch and poUce

hereby authorized and empoAvered to unite by ordinance, the be''unitea!
°^^^

watch and police departments of the said city into one depart-

ment, and to organize the same, and from time to time to

establish regulations therefor, not repugnant to the laws of

the commonwealth.

Sect. 2. The chief of the police who may be authorized Powers and

to act by virtue of such ordinance, shall have and exercise all „"poUce!
^'""^

the powers and duties wliich by the laws now in force may be

had and exercised by the head constable of the watch of the

city of Boston, and the deputy chiefs of the police, and cap- Powers and

tains and lieutenants of the police who may be authorized to dhiate oakers."^

act by virtue of such ordinance, shall have and exercise all

the powers and duties which by the laws now in force may be

had and exercised by the constables of the several divisions of

the watch of the city of Boston ; and the said officers, and

the policemen who shall be appointed under the provisions of

such ordinance, shall have and exercise all the powers and

duties which may be had and exercised either by the watch

of the city of Boston, or by the police of the said city, by vir-

tue of the seventeenth chapter of the Revised Statutes of this

commonwealth and other existing laws.
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Sect. 3. The mayor and aldermen of the city of Boston

shall have and exercise all the powers and duties in relation

to the officers and policemen mentioned in the second section,

which by the laws now in force, they may have and exercise

in relation to the watch and watchmen and the police of the

city of Boston.

Sect. 4. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith,

are hereby repealed.

Sect. 5. This act shall be void, unless accepted by the

city council of the city of Boston within sixty days after its

passage. [Apjjroved by the Governor, May 21, 1853.]

Chap. 355-^11 Act to exempt the Personal Property of Widows and Unmarried
^

'

Females from Taxation, in certain cases.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

,

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

as follows :

No tax shall hereafter be assessed upon the personal prop-

erty of any widow or unmarried female, or female minor
(whose father is deceased) which was not received by gift,

legacy, devise or inheritance, provided, that the whole estate,

real or personal, of such persons, whose personal property is

so exempted from taxatioil, does not exceed in value the sum
of five hundred dollars, exclusive of property exempted from

taxation by existing laws of this state. [Approved by the

Governor, 'May 21, 1853.]
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An Act in relation to Central Bridge.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives,

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

as follows :

Sect. 1. The city of Lowell, and the town of Dracut, are

hereby authorized to purchase from the proprietors, the bridge

over Merrimack River, in Lowell, called the Central Bridge,

upon such terms as may be agreed upon between the parties.

Sect. 2. The city of Lowell and the town of Dracut, are

authorized to receive and collect subscrij)tions in aid of the

purchase of the bridge aforesaid, and whenever they purchase

the same of the proprietors, it shall be opened free of toll to

all persons ; and shall then be maintained and kept in repair,

upon such terms and in such a manner as may be agreed upon
between the city of Lowell and the town of Dracut.

Sect. 3. The city of Lowell are hereby authorized to

enter upon, take and lay out the Central Bridge aforesaid, as,

and for a townway or street, in the manner now provided by


