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Chap. 414 A" A*^t concerning the Liability of Railroad Corporations for Loss of
Life in certain cases.

jBe it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives,

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

as follows :

Sect. 1. If, by reason of the gross negligence, carelessness

or unfitness of the servants or agents of any railroad corpora-

tion in this commonwealth, while engaged in the business of

such corporation, or by reason of the negligence or careless-

ness of such corporation, the life of any person, not being a

passenger or employee of such corporation, shall be lost, such

person being in the exercise of due care and diligence, such

corporation shall be liable to a fine not exceeding five thou-

sand dollars, and not less than five hundred dollars, to be
recovered by indictment, to the use of the executor or adminis-

trator of such deceased person, for the benefit of his widow
and children, one moiety thereof to belong to his widow, and

one moiety to his children, but if there shall be no children,

the whole to his widow, and if no widow nor child, the whole
to his heir at law.

Sect. 2. No railroad corporation shall be liable to the fine

mentioned in the preceding section, for the loss of life by any

person while walking or being upon any railroad contrary to

law, or to the reasonable rules and regulations of such corpo-

ration.

Sect. 3. All indictments against any railroad corporation

for loss of life, shall be prosecuted witliin one year from the

injury causing the death.

Sect. 4. Any person who shall without right, knowingly

stand or walk on any railroad track, shall be liable to a penalty

of not less than five dollars, nor more than fifty dollars, to be

recovered to the use of the commonwealth on complaint before

any justice of the peace or police court in the county where

the offence is committed. [Approved by the Governor, May
25, 1853.]
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An Act to incorporate the Mystic River Railroad.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives,

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

as follows :

Sect. 1. Phineas J. Stone, James G. Fuller, David Ham-
blin, James Dana, Frederick Tudor, and their associates, suc-

cessors and assigns, are hereby made a corporation, by the

name of the Mystic River Eailroad, with all the powers and

privileges, and subject to all the duties, liabilities and restric-


