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An Act concerning Truants in the City of Boston. Chap. 88.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of

the same, as folloivs :

Sect. 1. Each iustice of the police court of the city of Police justices

-r% i-.T. n t • , 1 -I ,, X may take juris-

Boston, may take jurisdiction of complaints made under " An diction, &c.

Act concerning truant children and absentees from school,"

passed the third day of May, in the year of our Lord eight-

een hundred and fifty, against children between the ages of

six and fifteen years, as habitual truants, or as children not

attending school, without any regular and lawful occupation,

growing up in ignorance.

Sect. 2. All warrants issued upon such complaints shall Warrants re-

be made returnable before either of said justices at the

place named in the warrant.

Sect. 3. Such justice may sentence any child convicted Sentences.

of either of said offences, to be committed for not more
than two years to the institution of instruction, house of

reformation, or suitable situation assigned or provided under

the authority given by said act, or which may hereafter be

so assigned or provided ; or he may sentence such child to

pay the fine, not exceeding twenty dollars, mentioned in the

first section of said act, and in default of payment thereof,

to stand committed to such institution of instruction, house

of reformation, or suitable situation, or to the county jail,

as provided in default of payment of other fines.

Sect. 4. Any minor so committed, upon proof that he ^*'^°'^ "^'^'

is unable to pay such fine, and has no parent, guardian or proof,^&c!^°°

person chargeable with his support able to pay the same,

may be discharged by either of said justices, whenever he

shall see fit. And if such minor is not so discharged, he

shall be discharged according to the provisions of the third

section of the one hundred and forty-fifth chapter of the

Revised Statutes.

Sect. 5. The justices shall receive such compensation Compensation

as shall be fixed by the city council of Boston.
of justices.

Sect. 6. The three hundred and forty-third chapter of Former act re-

the acts passed in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred ^^^ ^

and fifty-three, is hereby repealed : provided, hoioever, that Proviso,

the provisions of this act and all other acts with reference

to truant children, shall apply to children between the ages

of six and sixteen years, as well as to children between
the ages of five and fifteen years.

' Sect. 7. This act shall take effect from and after its

passage. {^Approved by the Governor, March 16, 1854.]
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