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No shares to Sect. 3. No shares in tlie capital stock of said corpora-
reissue un er

^.^^^ ghall bc issucd, for a less sum or amount, to be actually

paid in on each, than the par value of the shares which shall

first be issued.

Sect. 4. This act shall take effect from and after its

passage. [Approved by the Governor, April 12, 1854.]

Chap. 257 An Act to establish thesCity of Fall River.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and Honse of Representa-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the aiithority of
the same, as follows :

Fall River to Sect. 1. Thc inhabitants of the towu of Fall Rivcr shall
^^^^''

continue to be a body politic and corporate, under the name
of the City of Fall River, and as such, shall have, exercise

and enjoy, all the rights, immunities, powers and privileges,

and shall be subject to all the duties and obligations now
incumbent upon, and appertaining to, the said town, as a

municipal corporation.
Government. Sect. 2. The administration of all the fiscal, prudential

and municipal affairs of the said city, with the government
thereof, shall be vested in one municipal officer, to be styled

the mayor ; one council of six, to be called the board of

aldermen; and one council of eighteen, to be called the

common council ; which boards, in their joint capacity, shall

• be denominated the city council, and the members thereof

shall be sworn to the faithful performance of their respec-

tive offices. A majority of each board shall constitute a

quorum for doing business.

City divided Sect. 3. It shall be the duty of the selectmen of Fall
into wards.

j^iyer, as soon as may be after the passage of this act, and
its acceptance by the inhabitants, as herein-after provided,

to divide the said town into six wards, to contain, as nearly

as conveniently may be, an equal number of legal voters,

which proceedings of the selectmen shall be subject to the

revision of the city council, within one year after the pas-

Torevisewards sagc of this act. And it sliall be the duty of the city coun-

cil, once in five years, and not oftener, to revise, and if it

be needful, to alter the said wards, and increase their num-
ber, in such manner as to preserve, as nearly as may be, an

equal number of legal voters in each ward : provided, how-
ProTiso. ever, that in case the number of wards shall be increased,

each ward shall continue to be entitled to elect one alder-

man and three members of the common council, any thing in

the second section of this charter to the contrary notwith-

standing;.
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Sect. 4. On the first Monday in March, annually, there Election of

shall be chosen by ballot, in each of the said wards, a^^^^°
^^^^'

warden, clerk, and three inspectors of elections, residents of

wards in which they are chosen, who shall hold their

offices for one year, and until others shall have been chosen

in their places, and qualified to act. It shall be the duty of

such wardens to preside at all ward meetings, with the

power of moderators of town meetings ; and if, at any
meeting, the warden shall not be present, the clerk of such in absence of

ward shall call the meeting to order, and preside until a To^reside!^"^'

warden p7^o temjjore shall be chosen by ballot ; and if, at

any meeting, the clerk shall not be present, a clerk jsro cierk pz-o <£»i.

tempore shall be chosen by ballot; and if both the warden ""^^ ^^ '^°'^°-

and clerk shall be absent, either of the inspectors of said

ward may call the meeting to order, and preside till a

warden and clerk pro tempore shall be chosen as aforesaid.

The clerk shall record all the proceedings, and certify the

votes given, and deliver to his successor in office, all such

records and journals, together with all other documents and
papers held by him in the said capacity. And it shall be the Duties of in-

duty of the inspectors of elections, to assist the warden in
^p^'^*^'^^-

receiving, assorting and counting the votes. And the

warden, clerk and inspectors so chosen, shall respec-

tively make oath or affirmation, faithfully and impartially to Oaths, how ad-

discharge their several duties relative to all elections, which
"^'"^^ ^^^'^'

oath may be administered by the clerk of such ward to the

warden, and by the warden to the clerk and inspectors, or

by any justice of the peace for the county of Bristol ; and
the fact, or certificate that such oath has been taken, shall

be entered on the record of the ward by the clerk thereof.

All warrants for meetings of the citizens, for municipal pur- Warrants for

poses, to be held either in wards or in general meetings, fss^uec""&c/°^^

shall be issued by the mayor and aldermen, and shall be in

such form, and shall be served, executed and returned, in

such manner, and at such times, as the city council may, by
any by-law, direct.

Sect. 5., The mayor shall be elected by the qualified Election of

voters of the city at large, voting in their respective wards,
"^^y"''

and one alderman and three common councilmen shall be

elected from and by the voters of each ward, being resi-

dents in the wards where elected. All the said officers

shall be chosen by ballot, and shall hold their offices for one

year from the first Monday in April, and until others sliall

be elected and qualified. „ ,.^
^ ^^

Sect. 6. On the first Monday of March, annually, the elections.
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qualified voters in each ward shall give in their votes for

mayor, alderman, and common councilmen, as provided in

the preceding section ; and all the votes so given shall be

assorted, counted, declared and registered, in open ward
meeting, by causing the names of persons voted for, and the

number of votes given for each, to be written in the ward
Certificates ofrccords, in words, at length. The clerk of the ward, within
election.

twcuty-four hours after such election, shall deliver to the

persons elected alderman and members of the common
council, certificates of their election, signed by the warden
and clerk, and by a majority of the inspectors of elections,

and shall deliver to the city clerk a copy of the records of

Proviso. such clcctions, certified in like manner : provided, that in

all cases, the persons having the greatest number of votes

for their respective offices shall be deemed and declared to

be elected; and if the choice of alderman and common
councilmen shall not be effected on that day, by reason of

two or more persons having received an equal number of

votes for the same office, the meeting may be adjourned,

from time to time, to complete such election.

The board of aldermen shall, as soon as conveniently may
be, examine the copies of the records of the several wards,

certified as aforesaid, and shall cause the person that shall

have received the greatest number of votes for mayor, to be

Mayor to be notified, in writing, of his election ; but if it shall appear
notified.

^^Y^^i no pcrsou hiis been elected, by reason of two or more
having received an equal number of votes, or if the person

so elected shall refuse to accept the office, the board shall

Proceedings in issuc their Warrants for a new election, and the same pro-

to dect.
^^^^^^^^ ceedings shall be had as are herein-before provided for the

choice of a mayor, and repeated, from time to time, until a

mayor shall be chosen.

In case of the decease or resignation of the mayor, or of

his inability to perform the duties of his office, the boards

of aldermen and common council shall, respectively, by vote,

declare that a vacancy exists, and the cause thereof; where-

Vacancies, upou the two boards shall meet in convention, and elect a
how tilled.

niayor to fill such vacancy ; and the mayor thus elected,

shall hold his office until the inability causing the vacancy

shall be removed, or until a new election.

The oath prescribed by this act, shall be administered to

the mayor by the city clerk, or any justice of the peace for

the county of Bristol.

Oath of office. The aldermen and common councilmen elect, shall, on the

first Monday in April, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, meet
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in convention, when the oath required by this act shall be

administered to the members of the two boards present, by

the mayor, or by any justice of the peace for the county of

Bristol ; and a certificate of such oath having been taken,

shall be entered on a journal of the mayor and aldermen,

and of the common council, by their respective clerks.

After the oath has been administered, as aforesaid, the Organization

two boards shall separate, and the common council shall be council!'"""

organized by the choice of a president and clerk, who shall

be sworn to the faithful performance of their duties.

In case of the absence of the mayor elect, on the first Proceedings in

Monday of April, the city government shall organize itself mayor.

in the manner herein-before provided, and may proceed to

business, in the same manner as if the mayor were present

;

and the oath of office may be administered to the mayor at

any time thereafter, in a convention of the two branches.

In the absence of the mayor, the board of aldermen may Mayor ;j)o/m.

choose a chairman pro tempore, who shall preside at joint

meetings of the two boards.

Each board shall keep a record of its own proceedings, Each board to

and judge of the election of its own members ; and in case ^^^ ^^*^°'

of failure of an election, or in case of any vacancy, declared

by either board, the mayor and aldermen shall order a new
election.

Sect. 7. The mayor, thus chosen and qualified, shall be Duty ofmayor,

the chief executive officer of the said city ; it shall be his

duty to be vigilant in causing the laws and regulations of

the city to be enforced, and to exercise a general super-

vision over the conduct of all subordinate officers, and to

cause their neglect of duty to be punished; he may call

special meetings of the boards of aldermen and common
council, or either of them, when necessary, in his opinion,

by causing written notices to be left at the places of resi-

dence of the several members ; he shall communicate, from

time to time, to both of them, such information, and recom-

mend such measures as, in his opinion, the interests of the

city may require ; he shall preside in the board of aldermen,

and in convention of the two boards, but shall have a cast-

ing vote only.

Sect. 8. The executive power of the said city generally. Executive

and the administration of the police, with all the powers ^nd aWerllTen.'

heretofore vested in the selectmen and overseers of the

poor of Fall River, shall be vested in, and may be exercised

by, the mayor and aldermen, as fully as if the same were

herein specially enumerated. And the mayor shall receive Compensation.
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Powers of

mayor, &c.

five Imudreti dollars, aud the aldermeu fifty dollars each,

per annum, for their services, until otherwise determined b}-

the city council ; but the amount of such compensation shall

not be increased nor diminished during the term for which
each shall respectively have been elected. But the mem-
bers of the common ijouncil shall receive no compensation.

The mayor and aldermen shall have full and exclusive power
to appoint a constable and assistants, or a city marshal and
assistants, with the powers and duties of constables and all

other police officers, and the same to remove at pleasure.

Bonds required And the mayor and aldermen may require any person who
of constables,

^
• j. j ii iiif-xi -l j. •

^c. may be appointed marshal or constable oi the city, to give

bonds for the faithful discharge of the duties of the office,

with such security and to sucli amount as they may deem
reasonable and proper; upon which bonds the like proceed-

ings and remedies may be had as are by law provided in

the case of constables' bonds taken by the selectmen of

towns.

All other powers now vested in the inhabitants of the

said town, and all powers granted by this act, shall be

vested in the mayor and aldermen and common council of

the said city, to be exercised by concurrent vote, each board

to have a negative upon the other ; but the city council shall,

annually, as soon after their organization as may be con-

venient, elect by joint ballot, in convention, a city treasurer,

collector of taxes, assessors, city clerk, school committee,

and firewards or engineers, and shall, in such manner as the

said city council may determine by any by-law made for the

purpose, appoint or elect all subordinate officers, not herein

otherwise directed, for the ensuing year, define their duties

and fix their compensations, in cases where such duties and

compensations shall not be defined and fixed by the laws of

the Commonwealth.
All sittings of the mayor and aldermen, of the common

council, and of the city council, shall be public when they

arc not engaged in executive business.

The city council shall take care that money shall not ho

paid from the treasury unless granted or appropriated;

shall secure a just and prompt accountability, by requiring

bonds, with sufficient penalty and sureties, from all persons

intrusted with the receipt, custody, or disbursement of

money; shall have the care and superintendence of city

buildings, aud the custody and management of all city prop-

erty, with power to let or sell what may be legally let or sold

;

and to purchase property, real or personal, in the name and

Appointment
of officers.

Sittings to be
public.

Safe keeping of

city property.
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for the use of the city, whenever its interest or convenience

may, in their judgment, require it.

And the city council shall, as often as once a year, cause

to be published, for the use of the inhabitants, a particular

account of receipts and expenditures, and a schedule of city

property.

Sect. 9. In all cases in which appointments are directed Mayor to nom-

to be made by the mayor and aldermen, the mayor shall
''^^*^'

have tbe exclusive power of nomination, being subject, how-

ever, to confirmation or rejection by the board of aldermen

;

but if a person so nominated shall be rejected, it shall be

the duty of the mayor to make another nomination within

one month from the time of such rejection. No person shall

be eligible to any office of emolument the salary of which

is payable out of the city treasury, who, at the time of such

appointment, shall be a member of the board of aldermen
or of the common council.

Sect. 10. The city clerk shall also be clerk of the board Duty of city

of aldermen, and shall be sworn to the faithful performance '^ ^^ '

of his duties. He shall perform such duties as shall be pre-

scribed by the board of aldermen ; and he shall perform all

the duties, and exercise all the powers by law incumbent

upon, or vested in the town clerk of the town of Fall River,

and may be removed at the pleasure of the city council.

Sect. 11. The assessors to be chosen, as herein-before Assessors to

provided, shall constitute the board of assessors, and shall

exercise the same powers, and be subject to the same duties

and liabilities, that the assessors in the several towns in

the Commonwealth may exercise or are subject to under

existing laws, and shall be sworn to the faithful performance

of their duty.

All taxes shall be assessed, apportioned and collected, in Taxes,

the manner prescribed by the laws of the Commonwealth

:

provided, hoioever, that the city council may establish fur-

ther or additional provisions for the collection thereof.

Sect. 12. An act establishing the fire department in -A-ct repealed,

the town of Troy, (now Fall River,) passed March sixteenth,

in the year one thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, is

hereby repealed.

The city council of the city of Fall River may establish Fire depart-

a fire department for said city, to consist of a chief engi-

neer, and so many assistant engineers, and so many engine-

men, hosemen, hook and ladder men, as the city council by
ordinance shall, from time to time, prescribe ; and said city

council shall have authority to make such provisions in re-

23
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gard to the time and mode of appointment, and the occasion

and mode of removals, of either such officers or members,
to make such requisitions in respect to their qualifications

and period of service, to define their office and duties, to

fix and pay such compensation for their services, and in gen-

eral to make such regulations in regard to their conduct

and government, and to the management and conduct of

fires, and persons attending fires, subject to the penalties

provided for the breach of the city ordinances, as they shall

Proviso. deem expedient : provided, that the appointment of engine-

men, hosemen, and hook and ladder men, shall be made by
the mayor and aldermen exclusively.

Duty of engi- The engineers and other officers of the fire department,

so appointed as aforesaid, shall have the same authority, in

regard to the prevention and extinguishment of fires, and
the performance of the other offices and duties now incum-

bent upon firewards, as are now conferred upon firewards

by the Revised Statutes now in force. They shall also

have authority, in compliance with any ordinance of said

city, to make an examination of places where shavings and
other combustible materials are collected or deposited, and

to require the removal of such materials, or the adoption

of suitable safeguards against fire. And said city council

are hereby authorized to make suitable ordinances upon
the latter subject, under the penalties enacted in the city

charter.

List of jurors. Sect. 13. The list of jurors shall be prepared by the

mayor and aldermen, in the same manner as is required in

the ninety-fifth chapter of the Revised Statutes to be done
by the selectmen within and for their respective towns ; and
the lists, when made out by the mayor and aldermen, shall

be submitted to the common council for concurrent revision

or amendment.
Drawing of ju- The uiayor and aldermen and city clerk shall severally

have and exercise all the powers and duties, with regard to

the drawing of jurors in the city, and all other matters re-

lating to jurors therein, which are, in the ninety-fifth chapter

of the Revised Statutes, required to be performed by the

selectmen and town clerks in their respective towns ; and
all vetiires for jurors to be returned from Fall River, shall

be served on the said mayor and aldermen.
May lay out Sect. 14. The mayor and aldermen, with the concur-

rent vote of the common council, shall have exclusive power
to lay out, alter or discontinue, any street or town-way, and
to estimate the damages any individual may sustain thereby

;

rors

streets, &c.



1854.—Chapter 257. 179

and any person dissatisfied with the decision of the city

council, in the estimate of damages, may make complaint to

the county commissioners of the county of Bristol, at any

meeting held within one year after such decision, whereupon
the same proceedings shall be had as are now by law pro-

vided in cases where persons are aggrieved by the assess-

ment of damages by the selectmen, in the twenty-fourth

chapter of the Revised Statutes.

Sect. 15. The mayor and aldermen, with the concurrent May dig

vote of the common council, shall have the power to cause ^^'"^' ''^'

drains and common sewers to be laid down through any

street or private lands, paying the owners such damage as

they may sustain thereby, and to require all persons to pay

a reasonable sum for the privilege of opening any drain into

such public drain or common sewer • and the city council Measurement

may make by-laws, with suitable penalties, for the inspec- °^ ^°"^' ^'^-

tion, survey, measurement and sale of lumber, wood, coal

and bark, brought into the city for sale.

Sect. 16. All power and authority now vested by law. Health ofticers

in the board of health for the town of Fall River, or in the

selectmen thereof, shall be transferred to, and vested in,

the city council, to be by them exercised in such manner as

they may deem expedient.

Sect. 17. The mayor and aldermen shall, in each year. Election of re-

issue their warrant for calling meetings for the election of P'"'^^®"*'^*^^'^^-

the whole number of representatives to the general court,

to which the said city is by law entitled, and the number
shall be specified in the warrant.

Sect. 18. All elections for county. State, and United Couuty, state

States officers, who are voted for by the people, shall be ficers^

^^^

held at meetings of the citizens qualified to vote in such

elections, in their respective wards, at the time fixed by law
for these elections respectively: and at such meetings, all

the votes given for such officers respectively, shall be as-

sorted, counted, declared and registered, in open ward
meeting, by causing the names of all persons voted for, and
the number of votes given for each, to be written in the

ward records in words, at length. The ward clerk shall,

forthwith, deliver to the city clerk a certified copy of the

record of such elections. The city clerk shall, forthwith,

record such returns, and the mayor and aldermen shall,

within two days after every such election, examine and com-

pare all such returns, and make out a certificate of the

result of such elections, to be signed by the mayor and a

majority of the aldermen, and also by the city clerk, Avhich
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shall be transmitted or delivered in the same manner as

similar returns are, by law, directed to be made by select-

men of towns ; and in all elections for representatives to

the general court, in case the whole number proposed to be

elected, shall not be legally chosen, the mayor and alder-

men shall forthwith issue their warrant for a new election,

conformably to the provisions of the constitution and the

laws of the Commonwealth.
List of voters. Sect. 19. PHor to cvcry election, the mayor and alder-

men shall make out lists of all the citizens of each ward,

qualified to vote in such elections, in the manner in which

selectmen of towns are required to make out lists of voters

;

and for that purpose, they shall have full access to the

assessors' books and lists, and be entitled to the assistance

of all assessors and city officers; and they shall deliver the

said lists, so prepared and corrected, to the clerks of the

said wards, to be used at such elections ; and shall cause

copies thereof to be posted up in not less than three places

in said wards at least seven days prior to such elections

;

and no person shall be entitled to vote whose name is not

Provided, &c. bomc OR such lists : provided, that any person whose name
shall not be borne on the list of the ward in which he is en-

titled to vote, when it shall be placed in the hands of the

clerk of said ward, shall have the right to have his name
entered thereon at any time thereafter and before the clos-

ing of the polls, upon presenting to the ward ofiicers a

certificate signed by the mayor or city clerk, setting forth

his right to have his name thus entered.

Sect. 20. General meetings of the citizens qualified to

vote may, from time to time, be held, to consult upon .the

public good, to give instructions to their representatives,

and to take all lawful measures to obtain redress for any

grievances, according to the right secured to the people by
the constitution of this Commonwealth ; and such meetings

may and shall be duly warned by the mayor and aldermen,

upon the requisition of fifty qualified voters.

By-laws. Sect. 21. The city council shall have power to make all

such salutary and needful by-laws as towns, by the laws of

this Commonwealth, have power to make and establish, and
to annex penalties, not exceeding twenty dollars, for the

breach thereof; which by-laws shall take effect and be in

force from and after the time therein respectively limited,

without the sanction of any court or other authority what-

Proviso. ever : provided, that all such by-laws or ordinances shall be

presented to the mayor for his approval ; which if he ap-

Meetings of

the citizens.
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prove, he shall sign, if not, he shall return to the city council

"with his objections, for a reviewal, within one "week, and if

again passed by a majority of each board, it shall become a

law. A\\di provided, also, that all laws and regulations now Provided, also.

in force in the town of Fall River shall, until they shall

expire by their own limitation, or be revised or repealed by
the city council, remain in force ; and all fines and forfeit-

ures for the breach of any by-law or ordinance, shall be paid

into the city treasury.

Sect. 22. All fines, forfeitures and penalties, accruing Fines, &c. how

for the breach of any by-laws of the city of Fall River, or

of any of the ordinances of the city council, or of any of the /

orders of the mayor and aldermen, may be prosecuted for

and recovered before the police court of the said city of

Fall River, by complaint or information, in the same manner
in which other criminal offences are now prosecuted before

the police courts within this Commonwealth; reserving,

however, in all cases, to the party complained of and pros-

ecuted, the right of appeal to the court of common pleas, Rig^* of =ip-

then next to be held in the county of Bristol, from the judg-
^^"^

'

ment and sentence of the police court ; and the appeal shall

be allowed on the same terms, and the proceedings shall be

conducted therein in the same manner, as provided in the

one hundred and thirty-eighth chapter of the Revised Stat-

utes of this Commonwealth ; and it shall be sufficient, in all

such prosecutions, to set forth in the complaint, the offence Compiainis,

fully, plainly, substantially and formally ; and it shall not

be necessary to set forth such by-law, ordinance, or order,

or any part thereof.

All fines, forfeitures and penalties, so recovered and paid. Fines paid to

shall be paid to the treasurer of the city of Fall River, and
city treasurei.

shall enure to such uses as the said council shall direct.

When any person, upon any conviction before the police Refusal to pay

court for any breach of any by-law of the said city of Fall -^^xeL

°^^^^^"'

River, or any of the ordinances of the city council, or any

of the orders of the mayor and aldermen, shall be sentenced

to pay a fine, or ordered to pay any penalty or forfeiture

provided by any such by-law, ordinance or order, or, upon

claiming an appeal, shall fail to recognize for his appear-

ance at the court appealed to, and there to prosecute his

appeal, and to abide the sentence or order of the court

thereon, and in the meantime to keep the peace and be of

good behavior, and upon not paying the fine, penalty, or for-

feiture and cost so assessed upon him, lie shall be committed

to prison, there to remain until he or she shall pay such fine^



182 1854.—Chapter 257.

forfeiture or penalty, and costs, or be otherwise discharged

according to law.

Applies to The provisions of this section shall also apply to all pros-
town by-laws, ecutions founded on the by-laws or ordinances of the town

of Fall River, which may continue in force after this act shall

go into operation, and all the powers of the police court

already established shall be continued to it.

First organiza- Sect. 23. For the purposc of Organizing the system of
*'°"- government hereby established, and putting the same into

operation, in the first instance, the selectmen of the town of

Fall River, for the time being, shall, withia thirty days after

V the acceptance of this act, issue their warrants, seven days

at least previous to the day so appointed, for calling meetings

of the said citizens, at such place and hour as they may deem
expedient, for the purpose of choosing a warden, clerk

and inspectors for each ward, and all other officers whose
election is provided for in the preceding sections of this act

;

and the transcripts of the records of each ward, specifying

the votes given for the several officers aforesaid, certified

by the warden and clerk of each ward, at such first meet-

ing, shall be returned to the said selectmen, whose duty it

shall be to examine and compare the same, and in case the

said elections should not be completed at the first meeting,

then to issue new warrants, until such elections shall be

completed, and to give notice thereof, in the manner herein-

before provided, to the several persons elected.

First meeting, And at thc said first meeting, any inhabitant of said
how organized.

^g^Pjj^ |-)QJQg. g^ jQgg^;[ yotcr, may call the citizens to order,

and preside until a warden shall have been chosen. And
at said first meeting, a list of voters in each ward, pre-

pared and corrected by the selectmen for the time being,

shall be delivered to the clerk of each ward, when elected,

to be used as herein-before provided. And the selectmen

shall appoint such time for the first meeting of the city

council, as they may judge proper, after the choice of city

officers as aforesaid, or a majority of the members of both

branches, in the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-

•four, and shall also fix upon the place and hour of the said

first meeting, and a written notice thereof shall be sent, by
the said selectmen, to the place of abode of each of the city

officers chosen, as provided in this section.

Subsequent or- And after this first election of city officers, and this first
ganizations. meeting for the organization of the city council, as in this

section is provided, the day of holding the annual elections,

and the day and hour for the meeting of the city council for
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the purpose of organization, shall remain, as provided in

the sixth section of this act. And it shall be the duty of the

city council, immediately after the first organization, to elect

all necessary city officers, who shall hold their offices, re-

spectively, until others shall be chosen and qualified.

Sect. 24. All officers of the town of Fall River having Delivery of

the care and custody of any records, papers, or muniments
^^'^"'^ ^'

of property, belonging to the said town, shall deliver the

same to the city clerk, within one week after his entering

upon the duties of his office.

Sect. 25. The amiual town meeting of the town of Fall Town meeting

River, which by law is to be held in March or April, is
®"®p^° ^ '

hereby suspended, and all town officers now in office shall

hold their places until this act shall take effect, and their

successors are chosen and qualified.

And in case this act shall not be accepted as herein-after Proceedings in

provided, the selectmen shall issue their warrant according ^ot accepted.

to law, for holding the annual town meeting of the inhabit-

ants, in which all the proceedings shall be the same as if

this act had not passed. The warrant for calling the said

town meeting shall be issued within seven days from the

rejection of this act, provided the same shall not be

accepted.

Sect. 26. All such acts, and parts of acts, as are incon- inconsistent

sistent with the provisions of this act shall be, and the same ^''t^^^P^^ ^

are, hereby repealed.

Sect. 27. Nothing in this act contained shall be so con- Legislature

strued as to prevent the legislature from altering or amend- "^^^ ^

ing the same whenever they shall deem it expedient.

Sect. 28. This act shall be void, unless the inhabitants Act void, un-

of the town of Fall River, at a legal meeting called for that
^^^'

purpose, at which the selectmen shall preside, and the check

list be used in the same manner as at meetings called to

choose state officers, and the polls be kept open at least six

hours, shall, by a vote of the majority of the voters present

and voting thereon, yea or nay, by a written ballot, deter-

mine to adopt the same, within twenty days from and after

its passage.

Sect. 29. This act shall go into operation from and

after its passage. [Approved by the Governor, April 12,

1854.]


