
184 1854.—Chapters 258, 259.

L'liop. ZOo An Act relating- to Religious Societies.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

Religious soci- Sect. 1. Any corporatioii established for religious pur-
eti^es may aval

, p^g^g^ wliich sliall liavc erected or procured for public wor-

ship, a meeting-house prior to the twenty-fifth day of March,

in the year eighteen hundred and forty-five, may avail itself

of the benefit of the general act, passed under that date,

Proviso. entitled '•' An Act relating to Religious Societies :
" provided,

that at a regular parish meeting, called for that purpose,

they shall so decide, by a vote of two-thirds of the mem-
bers present and voting thereon.

Society may Sect. 2. Any sucli rcligious society which shall vote to
purchase pews,

g^^^j^'l j^gg|f Qf ^|^q provisions of this act, as provided in sec-

tion first, shall, upon the application of any person owning
one or more pews in the meeting-house belonging to sucli

society, purchase said pew or pews at the appraised value,

and the appraisal shall be made by three disinterested per-

sons, who may be chosen in the following manner, namely

:

one by the pew owner, one by the society, and the third by

Proviso. the two persons thus Q\io^Q,n: provided, however, i\i2>X such

application be made within one year after the said vote has

been taken.

Societies com- Sect. o. Any rcligious society that shall have complied
plying, &c. ^-^1^ ^i^g requisitions of this act, shall thereafter be entitled

to all the privileges, and be subject to all the liabilities in-

incident to those religious societies that have erected or

procured for public worsliip, a meeting-house since the

twenty-fifth day of March, in the year eighteen hundred and

forty-five. {^Approved by the Governor, April 12, 1854.]

Chap. 259 A" ^ct in addition to An Act to incorporate the Berkshire Mutual Fire

Insurance Company.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of

tJiP same, as folloivs :

May insure Bect. 1. The Berkshire Mutual Fire lusuraucc Company
personal prop-

^^ i^ercby authorized and empowered, to insure personal

property, wherever situated, against loss or damage by fire,

to an amount not exceeding three-fourths of its cash value.

Duration. for a tcrm not exceeding seven years ;
and all policies here-

tofore issued by said company, to insure personal property,


