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L'liop. ZOo An Act relating- to Religious Societies.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

Religious soci- Sect. 1. Any corporatioii established for religious pur-
eti^es may aval

, p^g^g^ wliich sliall liavc erected or procured for public wor-

ship, a meeting-house prior to the twenty-fifth day of March,

in the year eighteen hundred and forty-five, may avail itself

of the benefit of the general act, passed under that date,

Proviso. entitled '•' An Act relating to Religious Societies :
" provided,

that at a regular parish meeting, called for that purpose,

they shall so decide, by a vote of two-thirds of the mem-
bers present and voting thereon.

Society may Sect. 2. Any sucli rcligious society which shall vote to
purchase pews,

g^^^j^'l j^gg|f Qf ^|^q provisions of this act, as provided in sec-

tion first, shall, upon the application of any person owning
one or more pews in the meeting-house belonging to sucli

society, purchase said pew or pews at the appraised value,

and the appraisal shall be made by three disinterested per-

sons, who may be chosen in the following manner, namely

:

one by the pew owner, one by the society, and the third by

Proviso. the two persons thus Q\io^Q,n: provided, however, i\i2>X such

application be made within one year after the said vote has

been taken.

Societies com- Sect. o. Any rcligious society that shall have complied
plying, &c. ^-^1^ ^i^g requisitions of this act, shall thereafter be entitled

to all the privileges, and be subject to all the liabilities in-

incident to those religious societies that have erected or

procured for public worsliip, a meeting-house since the

twenty-fifth day of March, in the year eighteen hundred and

forty-five. {^Approved by the Governor, April 12, 1854.]

Chap. 259 A" ^ct in addition to An Act to incorporate the Berkshire Mutual Fire

Insurance Company.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of

tJiP same, as folloivs :

May insure Bect. 1. The Berkshire Mutual Fire lusuraucc Company
personal prop-

^^ i^ercby authorized and empowered, to insure personal

property, wherever situated, against loss or damage by fire,

to an amount not exceeding three-fourths of its cash value.

Duration. for a tcrm not exceeding seven years ;
and all policies here-

tofore issued by said company, to insure personal property,
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are hereby confirmed and made valid, against any objection Former pou-

of want of authority in said company to insure such kind

of property.

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its

passage. [Approved by the Governor, April 12, 1854.]

An Act to incorporate the American Lead Works. Chap. 260

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represeiita-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

Sect. 1. John M. Prince, David Elwell, George Adams, Corporators.

their associates and successors, are hereby made a corpora-

tion, by the name of the American Lead Works, for the

purpose of manufacturing the various articles of which lead Purpose,

and other metals are a component part, in the city of Bos-

ton, and town of Chelsea, in the county of Suffolk; with

all the powers and privileges, and subject to all the duties, Powers, privi-

liabilities and restrictions, set forth in the thirty-eighth and ^^^^' '^'

forty-fourth chapters of the Eevised Statutes.

Sect. 2. The said corporation may purchase and hold Real estate,
. SlOO 000 •

real estate necessary and convenient for the purposes afore- capital,
'

said, not exceeding in amount, one hundred thousand dol- S2o0,ooo.

lars, and the whole capital stock of said corporation, shall

not exceed two hundred and fifty thousand dollars : pro-

vided, however, that no shares in the capital stock of said No shares to

corporation shall be issued, for a less sum or amount, to be der l^^r!

^^'

actually paid in on each, than the par value of the shares

first issued.

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect from and after its

passage. [Approved by the Governor, April 12, 1854.]

An Act for the Protection of Province Lands, in Provincetown. Chap. 261

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

Sect. 1. If any person shall pull up or destroy any Penalty for de-

beach-grass, bushes or pines, on the Province Lands, in|rass',°lc.^^°

Provincetown, in the county of Barnstable, to the injury of

public or private property in said town, or to the injury of

Provincetown Harbor, or if any person shall use any of the

said lands for pasturage, without the consent, in writing, of

the agent to be appointed, as herein-after mentioned, he

shall forfeit and pay the sum of five dollars for the first
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