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een liimdred and thirty-eight, entitled, "An Act for the

Protection of the Province Lands in the town of Province-

town," and all other acts or parts of acts, inconsistent with
the provisions of this act, are hereby repealed, except that

the committee, chosen by the town, under the provisions of

said act, at their last annual meeting, shall hold their offices

until the next annual meeting of said town for the choice of

town officers ; and said committee are hereby authorized to

carry into eff'ect the provisions of this act, as fully as if

chosen by virtue of its provisions.

Sect. 7. This act shall not affect any complaint or ^i*'°"?
^°*

action now commenced, or that shall be hereafter com-
menced, by virtue of said act of April eighteenth, in the

year eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, before this act shall

take effect, and the justice of the peace or the court before

whom such complaint or action may be commenced, or pend-

ing at the time when this act shall take effect, shall have
the same jurisdiction, power and authority, in respect to

them, as they now have.

Sect. 8. The title of the Commonwealth as owner, in fee. Title declared.

to all the Province lands within the town of Provincetown, is

hereby asserted and declared, and no adverse possession or

occupation thereof, by any individual, company, or corpora-

tion, for any period of time, shall be sufficient to defeat or

divest the title of the Commonwealth thereto.

Sect. 9. The provisions of the twelfth section of the See 12, ch. no,

one hundred and nineteenth chapter of the Revised Statutes apply,' &c!

shall not be held to apply to any of the Province Lands in

said town of Provincetown.

Sect. 10. This act shall take effect from and after its

passage. [Approved by the Governor, April 12, 1854.]

An Act in relation to the Hospital on Rainsford Island for State Paupers. CJlClp. 262

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as folloivs :

Sect. 1. His excellency the governor, with the advice inspectors ap-

and consent of the council, is hereby authorized and em- ^°"^ ^

powered to appoint three inspectors of the hospital on

Rainsford Island, who shall receive each such salary as the

governor and council may deem reasonable and proper, and
shall be subject to removal by them for sufficient cause ;

and
each of the inspectors shall visit the hospital once at least

in each week.
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Duty.

To complete
repairs.

Proviso.

Inconsistent
act repealed.

Sect. 2. It shall be the duty of the inspectors to estab-

lish rules and regulations for the management and govern-

ment of said hospital, subject to the approval of the

governor, and to see that all such rules and regulations are

enforced.

Sect. 3. The superintendent of Rainsford Island, and

the inspectors of the hospital, under direction of the gov-

ernor and council, are hereby authorized to complete the

repairs upon the buildings, to build a wharf, and to provide

the necessary means for conveyance to and from the same,

as they may judge expedient : provided, however, that the

expense thereof shall not exceed fifteen thousand dollars.

Sect. 4. All bills for expenditures on the island, wheth-

er for improvements or support of residents thereon, shall

be presented to the state auditor at the close of each quar-

ter, after approval by the inspectors.

Sect. 5. So much of the eleventh section of the two

hundred and seventy-fifth chapter of the acts of 1852, as is

inconsistent with the provisions of this act, is hereby re-

pealed.

Sect. 6. This act shall take effect from and after its

passage. [^Approved by the Governor, April 12, 1854.]

Chap. 263 An Act to permit Cornelius Harnblen and Cornelius Hamblen, Jr., to
^'

Bed Oysters in Mystic River.

Beit enacted by the Senate a?id House of Representa-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of

the same, as folloivs :

May bed oys-

ters.

Proviso.

Cornelius Hamblen and Cornelius Hamblen, Jr., are here-

by permitted to bed oysters in so much of the flats in Mys-

tic River, as the Commonwealth is interested in, between

the two channels, westerly of the draw, where the Boston

and Maine Railroad crosses the said Mystic River ; bounded

on the east by a line so drawn, north and south, from chan-

nel to channel, as to divide into two equal quantities, the

flats that lie between the channels, to the west of a line

drawn from channel to channel, seventy-five rods on each,

westerly from the Boston and Maine Railroad, and from the

ends of said first line, westerly on said channels to their

point of meeting, so long as said flats are not wanted for

the purposes of the Commonwealth, or until the permission

hereby granted is otherwise terminated : provided, that the

said use of said flats, or the provisions of this act shall, in


