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be heard and determined as though this act had not

passed.

Sect. 10. The governor shall have power, by and with Justices, when

the advice and'consent of the council, to appoint said stand-
^

ing and special justice at any time after receiving notice of

the adoption of this act by the town of Adams, as herein-

after mentioned.

Sect. 11. This act shall be void unless the inhabitants f^^t void, un-
IGSS 3-CC6T!)tG(.T

of the town of Adams, at a legal town meeting called for by written vote

that purpose, shall, by a written vote, determine to adopt

the same, within sixty days from the passage of this act,

and it shall be the duty of the selectmen and town clerk of

said town of Adams, to certify that fact to his excellency

the governor, if the town should so vote to accept this act.

[Approved by the Governor, April 12, 1854.]

An Act to incorporate the New York and Boston Atmospheric Despatch Chap. 278
Company.

Be it enacted by the Senate aiid House of Representa-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as folloios :

Sect. 1. William Eopes, Ithiel S. Eichardson, Thomas Corporators.

J. Whittemore, their associates and successors, are hereby

made a corporation, by the name of the New York and
Boston Atmospheric Despatch Company, for the purpose of Purpose,

purchasing of the Atmospheric Telegraphic Company, the

right to use their method, called the Atmospheric Telegraph
and Railway, for the rapid conveyance of the mails and
freight between the cities of New York and Boston, and
intermediate places ; and for the further purpose of con-

structing a line of the said telegraph and railway, and
carrying on the business of transportation on said line

;

with all the powers and privileges, and subject to all the Powers.duties,

duties, liabilities and restrictions, set forth in the thirty-
*°'

eighth and forty-fourth chapters of the Revised Statutes.

Sect. 2. The said company are empowered to locate. Location,

construct and maintain, an atmospheric telegraph and rail-

way, commencing at some convenient point in or near the

city of Boston, thence through the towns of Brookline,

Brighton, Newton, Weston, Needham, Natick, Framingham, .

Ashland, Southborough, Westborough, Grafton, Millbury, to

some convenient point in the city of Worcester ; thence

from said city of Worcester through the towns of Auburn,
Oxford, Leicester, Charlton, Spencer, Brookfield, Warren,
Brimfield, Palmer, Monson, Wilbraham, to some convenient
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point in the city of Springfield ; thence from said city of

Springfield, through the town of Longmeadow, to the line

of the State of Connecticut.

Sect. 3. The capital stock of said company shall consist

of not more than five thousand shares, the number of which
shall, from time to time, be fixed by its directors, not to

exceed, at any time, the number of shares above stated, and
no assessments shall be laid, of a greater amount thereon,

in the whole, than one hundred dollars on each share ; and
no shares shall be issued by said company for a less sum or

amount, to be actually paid in on each, than the par value

of the shares which shall first be issued.

Sect. 4. The said company are empowered to construct

the said atmospheric telegraph and railway, in such manner
and form as they shall deem'most expedient : provided, how-
ever, that the tube of said telegraph and railway shall not

be of greater size than two feet in diameter, and that all

substances transported by said telegraph and railway shall

pass through the said tube ; and for this purpose, the said

company are authorized to lay out their line of telegraph

and railway two rods wide, through the whole length; and
for the purpose of cuttings, embankments, and obtaining

stone and gravel, and erecting depots and ofiices, may take

as much more land as may be necessary for the proper con-

struction, security and business of said telegraph and rail-

way : and provided, also, if said company shall not be able

to obtain such land or materials by an agreement with the

owner thereof, they shall pay therefor such damages as shall

be estimated and determined by the county commissioners

for the county where the same may be situated ; and no

land or material without the limits of said line, shall be so

taken without the permission of the owner thereof, unless

the commissioners, on the application of said corporation,

(and after due notice shall have been given to the said

owner,) shall first prescribe the limits, within which such

land or materials shall be taken for the purpose aforesaid.

Sect. 5. Said corporation shall be liable to pay all

damages that shall be occasioned by laying out and making
and maintaining their said telegraph and railway, or by
taking any land or materials, as set forth in section four of

this act of incorporation ; and such damages shall be esti-

mated by the county commissioners, in the manner provided

in the case of laying out highways ; and when it is intended

to take any land or materials, for the purpose aforesaid, the

corporation, as well as the said owner, may apply to the
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county commissioners to estimate the damages, before the

actual taking and appropriating of such land or materials,

by the said corporation, and in case of such application be-

ing made to the county commissioners, either by any such

owner, or by the said corporation, for an estimate of dam-
ages, the said county commissioners shall, if requested by
said owner, require the said corporation to give security, to Corporation to

the satisfaction of said county commissioners, for the pay-
^^^^^^'^'^^ ^'

ment of all such damages and costs as shall be awarded by
the said county commissioners, or by a jury, as herein-after

provided, for the land or other property so taken ; and all

the right or authority of the said corporation, to enter upon
or use said land or other property, except for making sur-

veys, shall be suspended, until they shall give such security.

Sect. 6. Either party, if dissatisfied with any estimate Parties may

made by the county commissioners, may applj' for a jury to
^^.Tejury, &c.

assess the damages, either at the same meeting at which
such estimate shall be completed and returned, or at the

next regular meeting of the county commissioners, after

said application shall have been made ; and the like pro-

ceedings shall be had thereon, as are provided in the twenty-
fourth chapter of the Eevised Statutes, for the recovery
of damages for laying out highways.

Sect. 7. Any person who shall unlawfully and intention- Penalty for in-

ally injure, molest, or destroy, any of the tubes, pipes, piers |j'i""^^(,p°g™y'^'

or abutments, or any of the materials or property of said

company, shall, on conviction thereof, be deemed guilty of a

misdemeanor, and be punished by fine not exceeding five

hundred dollars, or imprisonment in the county jail, not
more than two years, or both, at the discretion of the court

having cognizance thereof. [Appj-oved by the Governor,
*

April 12, 1854.]

An Act to authorize the City of Boston to lay out a Highway. CIlOU. 279

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

Sect. 1. The mayor and aldermen of the city of Boston, Highway.

are hereby authorized and empowered to lay out a highway,
in continuation of Clinton Street, in said Boston, not ex-

ceeding sixty feet wide, and extending from the easterly width.

line of Commercial Street, easterly not exceeding one hun-

dred and forty feet ; and from some point on the said con-

tinuation, extending north-easterly, not exceeding sixty feet
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