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animal, the property of another, which may be left in any
way, street, court, lane or alley, or under any shed in this

Commonwealth, without the consent of the owner or other

person having the legal custody, care or control of the same,

shall be deemed to be guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall

be punished by fine not less than five dollars, nor more than

three hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in the house of

correction for a term not exceeding six months : provided, Proviso.

however, that nothing in this act shall be so construed as

to apply to any case where the taking of the property of

another is with the intent to steal the same. [Approved by
the Goverfior, April 13, 1854.]

An Act to aid the Erection of a Monument commemoralive of the Chap. 296
Declaration of American Independence.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

Sect. 1. For the purpose of uniting with the others of Trustees ap-

the thirteen original States in the necessary measures for P"^"*^^*^-

the construction and maintenance, in the public square ad-

joining Independence Hall, in the city of Philadelphia, of a

monument to commemorate the Declaration of American
Independence, the governor is hereby authorized to appoint,

with the consent of the council, a suitable person to be a

trustee or agent, to represent this Commonwealth in the

board of trustees that may be appointed by the said States

respectively, for the same purpose, with the like powers.
It will be the duty of the said board of trustees, when nine Duty,

or more shall have been appointed by as many of the said

thirteen States, to determine the design, plan, materials

and expense of the said monument, and to prepare a state-

ment exhibiting the proportion to be contributed by each of

the original thirteen States to defray the said expense,

assuming as a rule for said proportion the numerical repre-

sentation at this time of each such State in the house of

representatives of the congress of the United States, and
the periods when, in their judgment, the instalments of the

said contributions will be required. In determining the

said design, an appropriate place on the exterior of such

monument shall be provided for each contributing State, to

contain such inscription as the State shall direct, commemo-
rative of some citizen or citizens of her own who took part

in the responsibility of the declaration of the independence
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To report de- of the Said States. The said trustees are to report to such
sign, plan, &c.

^^ ^^^ States represented by them, with all reasonable ex-

pedition, the design, plan and expense of said monument as

proposed by them, and the said statement of proportionate

contributions. When the said States Shall have made pro-

visions for contributing their respective quotas of the said

expense, the said board of trustees shall be authorized to

proceed and construct the said monument and a sufficient

railing around the same, and shall receive and expend the

moneys appropriated for that purpose by the different

States. They will appoint the necessary superintendents

and agents, and may authorize a committee of their board
To render ac- to rcccivc and take charge of all moneys contributed. When

the said monument shall be finished, the board of trustees

shall render an account to their respective States of the

moneys received and expended by them, or under their

direction, which shall be verified by the oaths of the prin-

cipal, superintendent, and one or more of the financial com-

mittee of the board, and shall be certified by the mayor of

the city of Philadelphia, and the presidents of the select

and common councils of the said city, or any two of them,

to have been compared with the original vouchers and en-

tries, and found correct.

Term of office. Sect. 2. The pcrson so appointed trustee shall hold

and exercise said trust during the pleasure of the governor,

and in case of vacancy by death, resignation, or otherwise,

the governor, with the consent of the council, shall appoint

successors, from time to time, as occasion may require. No
part of the fund contributed by the State shall be applied

to compensate any trustee for his services, but the actual

Expense, how expcuscs of the trustcc appointed on the part of this Corn-
defrayed,

monwealth shall be defrayed out of the treasury thereof.

This state's Sect. 3. Upou receiving the report of the board of

ho^paid."' trustees of the design, plan, material, and expense of said

monument, and an estimate of the proportion to be contrib-

uted by this Commonwealth as herein provided, the legis-

lature will make provision for the payment of the same in

such instalments as the said board of trustees shall have

declared to be necessary.

Sect. 4. This act shall take eff"ect from and after its

passage. [Approved by the Governor, April 13, 1854.]


