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Chap. 407 An Act to establish the Fort Hill Corporation.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repi^esenta-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as folloivs :

Corporators. gECT. 1. Ralph Htmtington, William Wright, William
H. Saiiford, their associates and successors, be, and thej

are hereby constituted a body corporate, by the name of
Power.s.duties, the Fort Hill Corporation, with all the powers and privi-

leges, and subject to all the duties, restrictions and lia-

bilities, contained in the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised
Statutes.

May purchase Sect. 2. Said Corporation shall have po\v^er to purchase,
and hold land, i i i n • V • i j.i

• ^
hold and possess, in tee simple or otherwise, any part, or

all the land, with the building, and other improvements
thereon standing, situate in that part of Boston known as

Fort Hill, and lying easterly of the estates fronting on Pearl

Street, between Broad and Milk Streets ; southerly of the

estates fronting on Milk Street, between Pearl and Battery-

march Streets, southerly and "sVesterly of Batterymarch

Street; southerly of the estates fronting on Broad Street,

between Batterymarch and Purchase Streets, and westerly

and northerly of that part of Broad Street, between said

Purchase Street and its intersection with said Pearl Street

;

May sell and an(j gaid Corporation shall have power to grant, sell and
convey land. ' x- ' ^ j.i -^.i •! ' ^

convey, m lee simple, or otherwise, the said corporate prop-

erty, or any part thereof, and to lease, mortgage, improve,

or otherwise manage the same in such manner as may be

deemed most for the interest of said corporation, and by

such forms of conveyance, and contract, as the by-laws of
Personal prop- the coiiipany shall provide ; and said corporation may hold
erty, ^500,000; j-' ,^-, -•

i. £. ^ a A
capital, personal property, not to exceed m amount live hundred
^3,000,000. thousand dollars, and its whole capital stock shall not ex-

ceed three millions of dollars.
30,000 shares. Sect. 3. The stock and property of said corporation

shall be divided into shares not exceeding thirty thousand

in number, certificates of which shall be issued under the

seal of the corporation, and signed by the president and
How transfer- treasurer thereof, and said shares may be transferred by
*^^'

assignment on the back of the certificate, and be recorded

by the clerk of said corporation, in a book kept for that

purpose.
Board of di- Sect. 4. Thc busincss affairs of said corporation shall

be conducted by a board of not more than nine, nor less

than five directors, to be chosen annually, by ballot. Each
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shareholder shall be entitled to as many votes as he may hold

shares in the corporation; and a majority of the directors

so chosen, shall be necessary to form a quorum for the

transaction of business.

Sect. 5. The said directors may make such equal as- Assessments,

sessments, from time to time, as they may deem expedient

and necessary for the objects of the corporation ; and may
direct the same to be paid to the treasurer thereof; and if

any proprietor shall neglect or refuse to pay any assess- ^^ refusal to

ment for the space of thirty days from the time the same &^c.'
™ ^ ^^ '

shall have been due, the directors may order the treasurer

to sell said share or shares at public auction, to the highest

bidder, after giving due notice thereof, and the same shall

be transferred to the purchaser, and the delinquent pro-

prietor shall be holden to pay said corporation the balance,

if his share or shares shall sell for less than the amount
assessed thereon, with the interest and cost of sale ; and
shall be entitled to the overplus, if his share or shares shall

sell for more than the assessment due, with the interest and

cost of sale : provided, however, that no assessment shall Proviso,

be laid on any share in said corporation, of a greater amount
in the whole, than one hundred dollars on each share.

Sect. 6. The mayor and aldermen of the city of Bos- ^^^ayor and ai-

• ClcriDGIl to (16"

ton, shall determine and prescribe in what manner said cor- tcrmine, .'tc.

poration may dig down and lower the grade of said hill,

and shall lay out streets of such width and direction as may
be deemed for the public good, due reference being had to

the reasonable accommodation of said corporation, which

streets shall be and become public highways, whenever they

shall have been accepted by the mayor and aldermen afore-

said ; and said mayor and aldermen may discontinue the May diseon-

old streets for the convenience, accommodation, and benefit
*"^^^ streets,

of said corporation : provided, however, that nothing in this Proviso,

act shall be so construed as to authorize said corporation

to take any lands belonging to any person or corporation,

without the consent of the owner thereof; and in case, any
land necessary for the streets herein authorized to be laid

out, shall be taken by the mayor and aldermen, for the pur-

pose of laying out or discontinuing any street or altering

the grade thereof, the proprietors thereof shall be entitled

to damages therefor, to be estimated and recovered in the

manner provided by law for the recovery of damages occa-

sioned by the laying out of highways ; and said corporation Corporation to

shall give satisfactory bonds to said mayor and aldermen, to
^^^®

pay into the city treasury all damages paid by said city for

40
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the laying out or discontinuauce of any street, or by altering

the grade thereof, and all expenses incurred thereby ; and
may require of said corporation, a bond with such conditions

as the mayor and aldermen may prescribe, in relation to the

expense of providing sewers and drains, in accordance with

the conditions which may be imposed on said corporation

relating to the discontinuance, laying out or lowering the

grade of any street.
Act void in Sect. 7. TMs act shall become void at the expiration of

xmiess, &c.
' thrcc ycars from the date thereof, unless the said corpora-

tion shall, within that period, have expended a sum not less

than one hundred thousand dollars upon the objects herein

set forth.

Right not Sect. 8. Nothing: in this act shall in any way limit, re-
abridfed ^ j i

" strain or abridge the right which the city of Boston now
have, in and to the open space or common on the summit of

the said Fort Hill.

Act void, un- Sect. 9. TMs act sliall bc void and of no effect, unless

ifi^one^year.^ the samc shall bc accepted by the city council of Boston,

within one year from the date thereof. \^Approved by the

Gover7ior, April 29, 1854.]

Chap. 408 An Act to authorize the City of Boston to lay out a Highway.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

Highway in Sect. 1. Thc mayor and aldermen of the city of Bostou

are hereby authorized and empowered to lay out a highway,

in continuation of Clinton Street, in said city, not exceeding

sixty feet wide, and extending from the easterly line^ of

Commercial Street, easterly, not exceeding two hundred

and forty feet, and from some point on the said continua-

tion, extending north-easterly, not exceeding sixty-six feet

wide, and nearly parallel with said Commercial Street, to

Eastern Packet Pier, and from some point on the said con-

tinuation of Clinton Street, extending south-westerly, not

exceeding forty feet in width, to City Wharf, so called

:

Proviso. provided, that the assent of the proprietors of the flats

over which the said highway shall pass, shall be first

obtained.
Act repealed. Sect. 2. An act entitled "An Act to authorize the City

of Boston to lay out a Highway," passed April twelve,

eighteen hundred and fifty-four, is hereby repealed.


