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any part of this act be construed to give the State courts
of this Commonwealth exclusive jurisdiction on the liens

created hereby
; but the same may be enforced in the courts

of the United States, according to the course of proceed-
ings in such courts.

^peafedT ^^^T' "^
•

"^'^^ ^"""^ huudrcd and ninetieth chapter of the

acts of eighteen hundred and forty-eight is hereby repealed,

excepting as to contracts and proceedings now existing, and
pending.

Sect. 8. This act shall take effect from and after its

Ch 9*^9 P^^s^o^- [Approved by the Governor, April 26, 1855.]

An Act to regulate the Sale of Wheat, Corn, and other Grain, and Meal.

Be it 671 acted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
Grai", meHi,etc., the Same, tts follows

:

to be sold by '

^"'^'''" Sect. 1. In all contracts for the sale and delivery of

wheat, corn, rye, oats, barley, buckwheat, and ground corn

or corn meal, and ground rye or rye meal, the same shall be

bargained for and sold by the bushel; and a bushel of wheat
shall be sixty pounds ; a bushel of corn or rye shall be fifty--

six pounds; a bushel of oats shall be thirty-two pounds; a

bushel of barley or buckwheat shall be forty-eight pounds;
and a bushel of ground corn or ground rye shall be fifty

Measurers ap- -nounds
pointed annually. P""""*"

Sect. 2. For the purpose of securing the due observance

of the foregoing provision, it shall be the duty of the mayor
and aldermen of the several cities, and of the selectmen of

the several towns in this Commonwealth, within sixty days

after the passage of this act, and annually thereafter, to ap-
Tiieirduty. point ouc Or morc suitable persons in such city or town, to

be measurers of grain ; and it shall be the duty of each of

the said measurers, when called upon by either of the par-

ties to a contract for the sale of any quantity exceeding one

bushel of either of the articles mentioned in the first section

of this act, to ascertain the weight thereof, and to give a

certificate of the number of bushels as ascertained by the
renauj'forseii- weight accordiug to the rule above prescribed.
iiig without DC- r
iveighiiig, etc. Sect. 3. If any person shall sell and deliver any quantity,

exceeding one bushel of. either of the articles aforesaid,

without the same having been weighed by one of the public

measurers appointed under this act, such person shall forfeit

the sum of two dollars for every measured bushel so deliv-

ered not containing the number of pounds hereinbefore

required, to be recovered by the purchaser in an action of

tort.
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Sect. 4. The fees of the measurer shall be prescribed Fees of measurer.

by the mayor and aldermen or the selectmen of the several

cities and towns in whicli they shall be appointed, and they

shall be paid one-half by the seller and one-half by the pur- .

chaser.

Sect. 5. If any measurer appointed under this act sliall Penalty for using
' 11 false weipnts. etc.

use, or have in his possession with intent t^ use, for the
ili^^lei^'^^^^'^'^'^'

purposes herein provided, any false weights, scales, balance,

or other instrument for weighingc-or shall collude with the

purchaser or the seller with the intent to defraud the other

party, or shall make and utter any false and fraudulent cer-

tificate under this act, he may be removed from his oflice by
the mayor and aldermen or selectmen, and shall also, on
conviction thereof, be punished by a fine not exceeding five

hundred dollars, and by imprisonment not exceeding six

months in the house of correction, according to the nature

and aggravation of the offence.

Sect. 6. This act shall take effect on the first day of wh^n to takeef

June next; and all other acts and parts of acts inconsistent

herewith are hereby repealed. [Approved by the Govern-
or, April 2Q,IS55.]

An Act authorizing the sale of Real Estate held by Married Women who Chcip. 233
are Insane, in certain cases.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives, in General Court assetnbled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows

:

Sect. 1. When any married woman, seized or possessed Husband or se-
•' ' r lectinen may po-

of any real estate, shall become insane, the husband of such '"'?", J"?^^ °^
' ' probate, etc.

married woman, or the selectmen of the town wherein she

has her legal settlement, may petition the judge of probate
within and for the county wherein she resides, setting forth

the fact of her insanity and also the inability of her hus-

band suitably to provide for her, and also that she holds the

fee to certain real estate, (describing the same,) and pray-

ing that said real estate, or such parts thereof as said judge
may think proper, may be sold and the proceeds thereof
applied to pay the expenses of her maintenance daring her
insanity.

Sect. 2. Upon the presentation of a petition as provided
^°be"iven*'''''"^

in the preceding section, the judge of probate shall order the

petitioner to give notice thereof to all persons interested,

in such manner as he shall direct, that they may appear and
show cause, if any they have, why the prayer of said petitioner

should not be granted; and if upon such a hearing it shall


