
1855.—Chapter 271. 689

An Act to indemnify Officers for having seized and destroyed Intoxicating Chap. 271
Liquors.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-

tives, in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of

the same, as follows :

Sect. 1. Whenever a judgment for damages lias been or
fle'^""commo"n-

maybe recovered against any justice of the peace, justice oi^^axihinctn&in

any police court, sheriff, deputy sheriff, constable, or other

magistrate or of&cer, in any action brought against him on

account of any thing heretofore done by him in good faith,

in his official capacity, under and by virtue of the act enti-

tled " An Act concerning the Manufacture and Sale of Spirit-

uous and Intoxicating Liquors," passed in the year eighteen

hundred and fifty-two, he shall receive the amount of dam-

ages and costs so recovered against him of the treasurer of

the Commonwealth: provided, the judge or justice before ^"oviso.

whom the case may be tried shall certify, under his hand,

that the said judgment was recovered against said magis-

trate or officer on account of some act done by him in good

faith, in his official capacity, under the statute aforesaid.

Sect. 2. And the treasurer of the Commonwealth shall ^*'"*' *"**'j'=''*-

also pay to any such magistrate or officer, against whom
judgment may be recovered as aforesaid, such further sum as

the judge or justice who may try the case, shall, in his said

certificate, certify has been fairly and reasonably expended

by said magistrate or officer in carrying on the defence of

any such suit.

Sect. 3. Whenever any such magistrate or officer, who, ^ay peuuonf4tc.

having rendered himself liable in his official capacity as

aforesaid, or any person acting in their behalf, or in behalf

of either of them, shall have settled and paid the same, pre-

vious to the passage of this act, such magistrate or officer,

or other person, as aforesaid, may petition the court of com-

mon pleas within and for the county in which he may reside,

for an allowance of the amount so paid ; and if it shall be

made to appear to the satisfaction of said court that it was
a proper case to be settled, then the justice of said court

shall certify to the treasurer of the Commonwealth such

amount as he shall deem just and proper for. such magistrate

or officer, or other person, as aforesaid, to receive ; and the
pay^o"n"eceiv-

treasurer of the Commonwealth, on receiving said certifi-
'j'/court'.''^*^**®

cate, shall pay the amount therein allowed to the magistrate

or officer, or other person, as aforesaid, in whose favor the

same is made. \_Approved hy the Governor, May 2, 1855.]


