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An Act to incorporate the Somerset Ferry Company. Chap. 349
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as folloios :

Sect. 1. Daniel B. Eddy, John Q. Pierce and Joseph corporators.

Marble, their associates, successors and assigns, are hereby
made a corporation for the purpose of establishing a Ferry rm-pose.

for conveying passengers, carriages, teams, cattle and mer-
chandise, across Taunton River, to and from the town of

Somerset, in the county of Bristol, to the opposite shore,

being in the northerly part of the city of Fall River, in the

county aforesaid ; with all the powers and privileges, and Powers, privi-

subject to all the duties, restrictions and liabilities, set forth

in the thirty-eighth and forty-fourth chapters of the Revised
Statutes: and said corporation shall have exclusive right to

run said ferry for the term of ten years from the passage of Duration,

this act.

Sect. 2. Said corporation may hold, for the purposes Real estate,

aforesaid, real estate to the amount of twenty-five thousand *"•'""'•

dollars, and the whole capital of said corporation shall not whoie capital not

exceed fifty thousand dollars, and they shall be held liable mooo"

to aiford all necessary accommodation for ferriage across

said river.

Sect. 3. The rate of ferriage shall be established and Ferriage.

regulated by the commissioners of the county aforesaid.

[^Approved by the Governor, May 15, 1855.]

An Act to prevent Obstructions to Highways andTownwaysby Railroads. Chap. 350
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as folloius :

Sect. 1. Every railroad corporation which has been, or Railroads to ob-

which shall hereafter be, established, shall, before proceed- c.unt.v commis-
'

1
sloncr.i crossing

mg to construct any crossing upon, over or under any wsuways, etc.

highway or townway, obtain the decree of the county com-

missioners for the county in which such crossing may be

situated, prescribing what alterations may be made in such

highway or townway, and the manner in which, and the time

within which, any alterations or structures required by said

commissioners at such crossings shall be made. And every shaii give seen-

such railroad corporation shall, before proceeding to enter

upon or alter any highway or townway, give security to the

satisfaction of said commissioners, to the city or town in
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which such crossing may be situated, that such corporation

will, within the time and in the manner specified in the de-

cree of said commissioners, as above provided, and to their

acceptance, make and complete such alterations and struc-

tures as shall be required by such decree, and to indemnify

and save harmless the city or town in which such crossing

is situated, from all damages, charges and expenses, which
may be incurred by such city or town by reason of the non-

performance of the decree of said commissioners, as before

provided. And no railroad corporation shall hereafter have

any right to excavate or alter any highway or towuway, until

they shall have obtained the decree and given the security

provided for in this section.

Sonerf ma^^ip- Sect. 2. If auy railroad corporation which has been, or

p?escribe^'*'^'"e°rai
which shall hereafter be, established, shall cross any high-

tions, etc. -^ay QP townway, in such a manner as to cause an obstruc-

tion to such highway or townway, or shall refuse or neglect

to erect or keep in proper repair any bridges or other struc-

tures which may be required or necessary at such crossings,

the county commissioners for the county in which such cross-

ing may be situated, may, upon the application of the select-

men of any town, or the mayor and aldermen of any city,

in which such crossing may be situated, and after due notice

to such corporation, pass a decree prescribing what altera-

tions, structures or repairs, such corporation shall make at

such crossings, and the time within which they shall be made ;

and said commissioners may further order such corporation

to give security, to the satisfaction of said commissioners, to

such city or town, that they will, in the mann^ and within

the time prescribed in such decree, make and complete the

alterations, structures .or repairs, prescribed in such decree,

and save such town or city harmless from, and indemnified

against all damages, charges and expenses, which may be

incurred by such town or city, by reason of the non-perform-

ance of the decree of said commissioners, as provided in thie

Costs of appuca- section. And if such town or city shall be the prevailina-

party, such corporation shall pay the cost of such application,

s. J. Court may Sect. 3. Whenever it shall be made to appear to tho
issue injunction .

'^'^

in certain cases, suprcmc judicial court, or any justice thereof, in term time or

vacation, upon the petition of the selectmen of any town, or

the mayor and aldermen of any city, that any railroad corpo-

ration heretofore, or which may be hereafter, established, has

excavated or altered any highway or townway, without ob-

taining the decree and giving the security required by the
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first section of this act, or has neglected or refused, for the

space of fifteen days, to give security as required by the second
section of this act, said court, or any justice thereof, shall

have power, by injunction or other suitable process, accord-

ing to the practice of courts of equity, to restrain and pro-

hibit any such railroad corporation from entering upon, al-

tering, excavating or crossing, any such highway or town-
way, either at grade or above or below grade, until such

decree shall be obtained or such security given.

Sect. 4. Any city or town shall be entitled to recover Towns, etc. may

of any railroad corporation whose railroad shall cross any
highway or townway in such city or town, all damages,
charges and expenses, which shall be incurred by said city

or town, by reason of the neglect or refusal of any such

railroad corporation to erect, or keep in repair, any struc-

tures which may be required or necessary at any such cross-

ing.

Sect. 5. The supreme judicial court, or any justice thereof, ?ompe?*'rauroad3

either in term time or vacation, shall have power, by injunc- act 'S^isle.^'lh!

tion or other suitable process, according to the practice of '^'^'

courts of equity, to compel any railroad corporation to com-
ply with the provisions of chapter two hundred and seventy-

one of the acts of eighteen hundred and forty-six, entitled

"An Act relating to Railroads," and may restrain and pro-

hibit any such railroad corporation from crossing any turn-

pike, highway or townway, or using any land, if they shall

unreasonably neglect or refuse to comply with the provis-

ions of said acts, until the provisions of said act are com-
plied with.

Sect. 6. This act shall take eflect from and after its

passage. [Approved by the Goverjior, May 15, 1855.]

An Act to repeal a part of the one hundred and twenty-eighth chapter of Chcip. 351
the Revised Statutes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as folloivs :

The twenty-fourth, twenty-fifth, and twenty-sixth sections ^5^-26^ ^|°-
^l:

of the one hundred and twenty-eighth chapter of the Revised peWi.

Statutes, are hereby repealed. [Approved by the Governor,
May 15, 1855.]


