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Shares $100 each, hundred dollars each, with liberty to pay in and increase the

same to any amount not exceeding one hundred and fifty

Real estate $10,- thousaud dollars, and may hold real estate for its use, not

exceeding ten thousand dollars.
May issue poii- SECTION 3. The said company may issue policies when-
&c';'

^' ever fifty thousand dollars of the capital stock shall be paid
Proviso. i^ . provided, that no more than ten per centum of the capi-

tal paid in shall be taken on any one risk.

Section 4. This act shall take effect from and after its

passage. \_Approved May 29, 1857.]

Chap. 247 An Act to amend the sixty-sixth chapter of the Acts of eighteen hundred
and fifty-five, relative to the Dissolution of Attachments.

Be it enacted, ^-c., as folloivs

:

have ^bee^n'Vs° Tlic sixty-sixtli cliaptcr of the acts of eighteen hundred
solved byassisn- and fifty-fivc, Is hereby so amended, that in the cases named
"^^°

'
' ' in the first section, the attachment shall be held to have been

dissolved by the assignment, unless the order that the same
shall continue for the benefit of the creditors, provided for in

the second section of said act, shall be obtained or applied

for by some person interested, on or before the day of holding

the third meeting of the creditors. [^Ajiproved May 29,

1857.]

Chap. 248 An Act relating to the Inspectors of the Hospital on Rainsford Island.

Be it enacted, Sfc, as follows

:

vMr^*""^^
*° Section 1. One of the inspectors of the hospital on

Rainsford Island shall visit said hospital once, at least, in each
month.

Partial repeal. SECTION 2. So mucli of the first scctiou of tlic two hun-
dred and sixty-second chapter of the acts of eighteen hundred
and fifty-four, as is inconsistent with the provisions of this

act, is hereby repealed.

Section 3. This act shall take effect from and after its

passage. [Approved May 29, 1857.]

Chap. 249 An Act in addition to an Act to protect the Property of Married Women.

Be it enacted, SfC, as follows :

Separate proper- SECTION 1. Thc proDcrty, both real End personal, which
ty of a married f tr J ^ .t. i-A 11
woman shall not any woiuau, wlio may now be married in this Commonwealth,
posl" o/herhus- niay now own as her sole and separate property, and the rents,
^''"'^- issues, profits and proceeds thereof, and any real or personal

property which shall hereafter come to her by descent, devise

or bequest, or the gift of any person except her husband,
shall remain her sole and separate property, notwithstanding
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her marriage, and not be subject to the disposal of her

husband, or liable for his debts.

Section 2. Any married woman may, while married, Married woman
, . Ill 1 11 1 i m^iy s«ll and con-
bargam, sell and convey her real and personal property, vey her property,

which may now be her sole and separate property, or which husbanT^"""'
°^

may hereafter come to her by descent, devise, bequest or gift

of any person except her husband, and enter into any
contract in reference to the same, in the same manner as if

she were sole ; but no conveyance of any real property,

(except a lease for a term not exceeding one year,) and no
conveyance of any shares in any corporation shall be valid,

without the assent in writing, of her husband, except with

the consent of one of the judges of the supreme judicial

court, the superior court for the county of Sutfolk, the court

of common pleas, or the judge of probate, to be granted, on

her petition, in any county, on account of the sickness,

insanity, or absence from the Commonwealth of her husband,

or other good cause : (^provided, that no conveyance made Proviso.

upon petition as aforesaid, shall, or shall be construed to

destroy, impair, or convey the husband's estate by curtesy—

)

and her husband, if within the Commonwealth, shall have

such notice of the petition as the judge or court may order.

This petition may be presented to, and determined by, any

such judge in vacation as well as in term time.

Section 3. Any married woman may, while married, sue
^J,^^'"®

*"* ^®

and be sued in all matters having relation to her property,

which may now be her sole and separate property, or which
may hereafter come to her by descent, devise, bequest or

the gift of any person except her husband, in the same
manner as if she were sole.

Section 4. Any married woman may, while married. May make a wm.

make a will, devising or bequeathing property which may
now be, or may hereafter become her sole and separate

property, under the provisions of this act, and the act to

which it is in addition ; but such will shall not deprive her

husband of his rights as tenant by the curtesy, and she shall

not bequeath away from him more than one-half of her

personal property, without his consent in writing.

Section 5. Nothing in this act contained shall invalidate Act not to invai-

any marriage settlement, or contract now made, or to be settlement.

hereafter made, or authorize any husband to convey property

to his wife, in any cases, where he has not now such authority

by law.

Section 6. No bargain or contract made by any married nushand not t

o J ^ be liable for an^

woman, in respect to her sole and separate property or any b^rmn or con-

property which may hereafter come to her by descent, devise, Xt ° "
'^'^'

to
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bequest, or gift of any person except lier husband, and no
bargain or contract made or entered into by any married

woman in or about the carrying on of any trade or business,

under the statutes of this Commonwealth, shall be binding

upon her husband, or render him or his property in any way
liable therefor. [Approved May 29, 1857.]

Chap. 250 An Act to incorporate the Somerville Horse Railroad Company.

Be it enacted, c^y:., as follows :

Corporators. SECTION 1. Gcorge 0. Brastow, Henry A. Snow, Isaac

F. Shepard, their associates and successors, are hereby made
a corporation by the name of the Somerville Horse Railroad

May receive Compaiiy, witli powcr, upou agrccmeut with the Middlesex
francirise,°&c., of Railroad Company, to receive a transfer of all the rights.

Railroad' comp'a^ powcrs, privilcgcs and franchises conferred, and to assume
"y- all the burdens, duties and liabilities, imposed upon the

said Middlesex Railroad Company by its act of incorpora-

tion, being tlie four hundred and thirty-fourth chapter of the

acts of eighteen hundred and fifty-four, and of acts in

addition thereto, so far as the same relate to proceedings
within the limits of the town of Somerville. And when-
ever the said Middlesex Railroad Company and the said

Somerville Horse Railroad Company shall, by contracts in

writing, agree to the transfer and substitution hereinafter

named and the terms and conditions thereof, then tiic powers,
privileges, franchises and rights and the duties, liabilities

and burdens conferred and imposed upon the Middlesex
Railroad Company by the acts aforesaid, so far as they
relate to proceedings in the town of Somerville, shall be
and the same hereby are transferred from the said Middle-
sex Railroad Company and conferred and imposed upon the
said Somerville Horse Railroad Company : and all the terms,
provisions and conditions of the said four hundred and
thirty-fourth chapter of the acts of eighteen hundred and
fifty-four, and the acts in addition thereto, are hereby, so far

as they relate to proceedings within the limits of the town
of Somerville, made a part of this act, and shall be binding
upon and inure to the benefit of the said Somerville Horse

s?ricS,'&c'"
l^ailroad Company

; and like privileges, powers and rights
with those conferred by said acts upon said Middlesex Rail-
road Company, shall be held and enjoyed by said Somerville
Horse Railroad Company, and the said Somerville Horse
Railroad Company shall be substituted for, and be in the
place of, the said Middlesex Railroad Company so far as
relates to the provisions of said act and to proceedings
within the limits of the town of Somerville.


