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An Act to incorporate the Suffolk Railroad Company.

Be it enacted, Sfc, as follovjs :

Section 1. That George H. Plummer, Ebenezer Atkins,

Edward F. Porter, David L. Webster, Asa Fisk, John G.

Webster, and their associates and sviccessors, are hereby-

made a corporation by tlie name of the Suffolk Raih^oad

Company ; with power to construct, maintain and use a

railway or railways, with convenient single or double tracks,

commencing at such central point or points in the city of

Boston, as shall be fixed by the board of aldermen of said

city, with the assent of said corporation, expressed in writing

and filed with said board of aldermen ; thence upon and
over such streets and highways of said city, as shall from
time to time be fixed and determined by said board of alder-

men, with the written assent of said corporation filed as

aforesaid, to some points at or near the western terminus of

the Chelsea and each of the East Boston Ferries ; and again

commencing at or near the eastern terminus of each of the

East Boston Ferries ; ^thence upon and over Lewis, Border,

Sumner, Meridian and Chelsea Streets, or either of said

streets, or such other streets and highways in East Boston,

as shall from time to time be fixed and determined by the

board of aldermen of said city, with the written assent of

said corporation, filed with said board of aldermen.

Section 2. All tracks of said railroad shall be laid at

such distances from the sidewalks in said city, as the board

of aldermen, in their orders fixing the route of said railroad,

may determine ; and said corporation shall have power to fix,

from time to time, such rates of compensation for transport-

ing persons and property, as they may think expedient ; and
shall have all the powers and privileges, and be subject to

all the duties, liabilities and restrictions, set forth in the

forty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes ; and provided,

that any time after the expiration of one year from the open-

ing for use of said railroad, in any street in which the same
may be located, as provided by its charter, the city council

of the city of Boston may, by vote of the majority, deter-

mine as to the said track, that the same or any part thereof

be discontinued ; and thereupon the location shall be deemed
revoked, in conformity with such vote of the city council

:

provided, that such taking, and removal shall be at the

expense of the said railroad company. Notice to abutters

on streets, in which it may be proposed to lay the tracks of

said corporation, shall be given by publication in one or more
newspapers published in said city of Boston, of an order of
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notice from the board of aldermen of said city, fourteen

days at least before the location of any such tracks.

Section 3. Said tracks or roads shall be operated and iiorse-power

used by said corporation with horse-power only. The board
°°^'

of aldermen of said city shall have power, at all times, to

make all such regulations, as to rate of speed and mode of

use of said tracks, as the public convenience and safety

may require.

Section 4. Said corporation shall maintain and keep in Repairs.

repair such portion of the streets, as shall be occupied by
their tracks, and shall be liable for any loss or injury that

any person may sustain, by reason of any carelessness, neg-
lect or misconduct of any of its agents or servants in the

management, construction or use of said track ; and in case

recovery shall be had against said city by reason of any such
defect or want of repair, said corporation shall be liable to

pay to said city any sums thus recovered against them,
together with all costs and reasonable expenses incurred by
said city, in the defence of any such suit or suits in which
recovery may be had ; and said corporation shall not encum-
ber any portion of the streets not occujned by said road or

tracks.

Section 5. If any person shall wilfully or maliciously Fine for obstruc-

injure said track or tracks, or obstruct said corporation in
'""^ ""^ '"•'"'"y-

the use of said road or tracks, or the passing of the cars or

carriages of said corporation thereon, such person, and all

who shall be aiding or abetting therein, shall be punished by
a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars, or may be impris-

oned in the common jail for a period not exceeding three

months.
Section 6. If said corporation or its agents or servants. Penalty if corpo-

shall, wilfully or maliciously obstruct any highway, or ^j-^g
^^*»°'' °

^
«"<=

passing of any carriages over the same, such corporation

shall be punished by a fine not exceeding five hundred
dollars.

Section 7. The capital stock of said corporation shall capital stock

not exceed three hundred thousand dollars, to be divided fhare's of
$50'.''

into shares of fifty dollars each ; and no shares shall be

issued for a less sum, to be actually paid in on each, than
the par value of the shares which shall first be issued, with-

out the written consent of each of the stockholders of said

corporation.

Section 8. Such corporation shall have power to purchase May purchase ne-

and hold such franchises, personal estate and real estate, as tate, &c.

may be convenient or necessary for the purposes of the trans-

portation of passengers and freight between said termini,

and for the management of said road.
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Board of alder- SECTION 9. TliG Said road shall be constructed and main-
mea to deter- , . t . , ^ ^ i i i
mine grade. tauicd, in sucli lorm and manner, and upon sucn grade as

the board of aldermen of said cit}'^ may, in their votes, fixing

and determining the routes thereof, as aforesaid, prescribe

and direct; and whenever, in the judgment of said railroad

corporation, it shall be necessary to alter the grade of any
street so occupied by it, such alteration may be made at

the sole expense of said corporation : provided, the same
shall be assented to by the board of aldermen of said city.

Act not to pre- SECTION 10. Nothing in this act shall be construed to

teking^upsto^ets! prcvcut tlic city authorities from entering upon and taking up
any of the public streets or bridges traversed by said railroad,

for the purposes for which they may now lawfully take up
the same.

Act void, unless. Se(-tion 11. Tliis act shall be void so far as it relates to

the right to construct said roads, unless the same shall be

accepted by the city council of said city, and also by the

said corporation, and unless ten per centum of the capital

stock thereof be paid in within two years a.fter the passage

thereof.
Returns. SECTION 12. Said corporation shall be deemed a railroad

corporation, so far as to be subject to make such annual
retnrns to the legislature as are, or may be, prescribed by
law, but not to the other provisions of law in relation to

railroad corporations.

Boston may pur- SECTION 13. Thc city of Bostou may, at any time during
chase franchise,

^],q coutinuancc of tlic chartcr of the said corporation, and
after ten years from the opening of any part of the road for

use, purchase of the said corporation all franchise, property,

rights and furniture of said corporation, by paying them
therefor sucli a sum as will reimburse to each person who
may be then a stockholder therein, the par value of his stock,

together with a net profit of ten per cent, per annum, from
tlie time of the transfer of said stock to him on the books of

the corporation, deducting the dividends received by said

stockholder thereon.
Corporation may SECTION 14. Tlic corporatiou hereby created, is author-
lease or transfer • i i t , i , r. n •,

to any other cor- izecl aucl cmpowcred to lease or transier all its property,
rights and privileges, or any part thereof, or of its tracks, to

any other like corporation now existing, or which may here-
after be created, for the purpose of constructing a railroad
track over and upon any part of the route contemplated by this

act, on such terms, and to such extent, as may be mutually
agreed upon between the parties, and make and execute
any transfers, contracts or agreements that may be deemed
necessary or proper for the purpose ; and the corporation

poration.
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receiving such transfer shall thereupon have and hold the

portion or property so transferred, with all the rights and
privileges, and subject to the same restrictions and provisions,

as were applicable to this corporation.

Section 15. The existence of said corporation is hereby Duration.

limited to the period of fifty years from the passage of this

act : provided, nevertheless, that the legislature may, at any Provided, never-

time, repeal this act, or limit and restrict the powers herein

granted. ^Approved May 30, 1857.]

An Act concerning the Charlestown Water Works. Chan. 286
Be it enacted, Sfc, as follows

:

The Charlestown Water Works are hereby authorized to May contract for

contract with any other corporation or person, for a supply
'

of water for the purposes for which said water works were

incorporated. [^Approved May 30, 1857.]

An Act in relation to the Powers of County Commissioners in laying out Chap. 287
Ways across Railroads.

Be it enacted, SfC, as follows :

Section 1. If, after the laying out and making of any county ^ommu-

railroad already granted, or which may be hereafter granted, thonze tiie lay-

, ,. •' ^. , ., 1 n •
J. ing out of waj'S

the public convenience and necessity sliall require any turn- across railroads.

pike road, or other way, to be so laid out as to cross said

railroad, the said turnpike road, or other way, may be so laid

out and established across said railroad whenever the county

commissioners of the county in which such crossing is situ-

ated shall so authorize and direct.

Section 2. The said commissioners, before laying out Notice to railroad

t-m Till 1 *j.i corporjitioiis.

any way across a railroad, shall cause due notice to be given

to the corporation to which said railroad belongs, that they

may be heard in the premises ; and after hearing said corpo-

ration, and any other parties interested who may wish to be

heard, they may lay out a way across said railroad, but they

shall require said way to be so constructed as to pass under

or over the same, and not upon the same level therewith,

except in cases hereinafter provided for ; and said way shall,

in all cases, be so made as not to obstruct or injure such

railroad.

Section 3. The selectmen of any town, or the mayor and
^J'j;''"/,'|,°°J°

aldermen of any city, before laying out any way across a sioners.

railroad, shall make application to the county commissioners

of tlie county in whicli such town or city is situated, for

permission so to do ; and the said commissioners shall cause

due notice of such application to be given to the corporation,


