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An Act in relation to the Returns of Votes.

Be it enacted.) c^c, as follows:

Section 1. It shall be the duty of the secretary of the

Commonwealth, to furnish, annually, to the several clerks

of the cities and towns in this Commonwealth, with the

blanks for the returns of votes, now required by law to be
furnished to them by him, envelopes of suitable dimensions,
and with such printed directions thereon as he shall deem
necessary for the more certain guidance and direction of

said officers in making such returns according to law.

Section 2. A memorandum of the date of the reception

of all returns of votes, now required to be made to the

secretary's office, shall be made at said office on the envelopes
containing such returns ; and in case any such return shall

be transmitted to the secretary's office unsealed, which is

now required to be returned sealed up, the secretary shall

make a memorandum of that fact upon the said return.

Section 3. It shall be the duty of the governor, for the

time being, to make alid subscribe a certificate of the exam-
ination of said returns of votes for governor, lieutenant-

governor and councillors, by him made, in the presence of

at least five councillors, and also of the result of such exam-
ination, which said certificate shall be by him delivered to

the secretary, and shall by the secretary be laid before the

senate and house of representatives, together with said

returns of votes, on the first Wednesday of January.
Section 4. In the examination of the said returns of

votes for governor, lieutenant-governor and councillors, re-

quired by the sixteenth article of amendment to the consti-

tution of this Commonwealth, no one of the envelopes
containing said returns shall be destroyed, but the said

returns shall be replaced in their respective envelopes,

which shall be laid before the senate and house of represen-
tatives with said returns, on the first Wednesday of January,
by the secretary. [Approved May 30, 1857.]

Chap. 296 An Act to authorize the Heirs of the late John Curtis to extend their

Wharf in Boston.
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Be it enacted, c^W"., as folloivs:

The heirs of the- late John Curtis, proprietors of Curtis'

Wharf, so called, in Boston, are hereby authorized to extend
and maintain said wharf sixty-five feet ; and this exension
shall be made in the direction of and in conformity to the

general i)lan provided for in an act to authorize the exten-

sion of certain wharves in Boston, approved on the thirteenth


