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mencing action or other proceeding for the recovery of the

same, within five years from the passage hereof, whatever
length of time may have elapsed since her husband's decease

;

and provided, further, that if, at the time of the husband's
decease, his widow was or sliall be absent from tlie Common-
wealth, or under twenty-one years of age, or insane, or

imprisoned, such widow may make her claim for dower, or

commence action or proceeding for the recovery tliereof, at

any time within twenty years after such disability shall have
ceased.

Section 2. This act shall take effect from and after its

passage. Approved March 18, 1858.

An Act coxcerning the care of infant children of female QJiQ/n 57
CONVICTS. ^

Be it enacted, ^'c, as follows :

Section 1. AVhenever tlie mother of any child under the Female convicta

age of eigliteen months shall be imprisoned in any house of tody of'' their

correction, jail, work-house, or any other place of confine-
'='^'''^^''-

ment in tliis Commonwealth, if she be capable and desirous

of taking care of said child, the keeper of said place of im-
prisonment shall, upon the order of the committing court or

magistrate, or of any overseer of the poor, receive said child

and place the same under the care and custody of the said

mother.
Section 2. Whenever the board of overseers, inspectors, provision for

or other like officers of any such institution, are satisfied that

the health and comfort of such child call for its removal, or

that for any cause it is expedient that such child should be
removed, they shall give notice to the father or other rela-

tives thereof, if either can be found ; and if neither can be
found to receive such child, the overseers of the poor of the

town in which such child has a legal settlement shall receive

the same ; or if the said child has no legal settlement in this

Commonwealth, it shall be sent to one of the state alms-

houses, as by law provided in the case of alien paupers.

Approved March 18, 1858.

An Act in addition to an act to incorporate the association Qhfj^f 5Q
FOR THE RELIEF OP AGED INDIGENT FEMALES. ^

Be it enacted, §'c., as follows:

The association for the relief of Aged Indigent Females Additional real

may take and hold real and personal estate, to an amount tate Sow.
**'

not exceeding one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, in

addition to the amount which they are now allowed to take
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and hold under their act of incorporation, approved April

thirtieth, eighteen hundred and forty-nine.

Approved March 18, 1858.

Chap. 59. An Act in abdition to an act to incorporate the saint Vin-
cent's ORPHAN ASYLUM.

Be it enacted, ^"c, as follows

:

Section 1. The Saint Vincent's Orphan Asylum is hereby
authorized to take and hold real and personal estate, for the

purposes of its incorporation, to an amount not exceeding
one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, in addition to the

amount which the said corporation is now authorized to take

and hold.

Section 2. This act shall take effect from and after its

passage. Approved March 18, 1858.

Additional real

and personal es-

tate *150,000.

Chap. 60.

Corporators.

An Act to incorporate the midland railroad company.

Whereas, the Boston and New York Central Railroad
Company is largely indebted, and has not the pecuniary
means to pay its debts or complete its railroad ; and
whereas the claims against the company, and the liens upon
its property are conflicting in their nature, and the decisions

upon numerous complicated legal questions will be neces-

sary in order to determine the specific riglits and remedies
of its creditors, and, in the meantime, the property of the

company will greatly deteriorate, and the benefit to the

public, for which the company was authorized to appro-

priate to its use the private property of individuals, will be

lost ; and whereas the public good requires that said railroad

should not remain in its present dangerous condition, but
should be completed and made available for public service

;

and whereas said company has declared its inability to per-

form its public duties, and has voted to sell its railroad

and property to such company as may be incorporated and
authorized to purchase and take the same, on the terms
hereinafter specified, and which are deemed a reasonable
compensation therefor ; now therefore.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives, in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

Section 1. That Alexander DeWitt, Horatio N. Slater,

Joseph W. Clark, Oliver Dean, Abel G. Farwell, Holmes
Ammidown, Warren Hunt, William Edwards, Horatio Bige-
low, Daniel W. Vaughan, Benjamin T. Reed, Ebenezer
Gay, Jacob H. Loud, Woodbridge Odlin, Jesse Murdock,
Richard Jenness, William E. Morris, Samuel W. Bates,
William Dickinson, Lucian Skinner, Jacob Edwards, Jr.,


