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ProTiso. mayor and aldermen or selectmen : provided^ that such

taking up and removal shall be at the expense of said rail-

road corporation.

^o^'^ffiiTO ooo"un"*
Section 17. The capital of the corporation hereby cre-

less, &c.' ated, shall be reduced to one hundred thousand dollars, if

they lease their road without equipment, or unless they

purchase the Salem and Boston Turnpike.
Section 18. This act shall take effect from and after its

passage. Approved April 6, 1859.

Chap. 203 An Act relating to farmers' clubs.

Be it enacted, ^'c, as follows

:

Agents to be ap- SECTION 1. Thc sccrctary of the board of agriculture

tary'of wTof ^'^^Y appoiut ouc Or more suitable agents to visit various
agriculture. towus in this Commonwcalth, under the direction of the

board of agriculture, for the purpose of inquiring into the

methods and wants of practical husbandry, ascertaining the

adaptation of products to the circumstances of soil, climate

and markets, encouraging the establishment of farmers'

clubs, agricultural libraries and reading-rooms, and of

disseminating useful and valuable information by means of

Agents to make Iccturcs and othcrwisc ; and it shall be the duty of such
reports to secre-

^gents to make detailed reports annually in October, to the

secretary of the board of agriculture.

Privileges of SECTION 2. Eveiy farmers' club, properly organized by
"'"''^'

the election of officers, and holding regular meetings of its

members, shall, upon application made in November of each

year to the secretary of the board of agriculture, receive

copies of the report of said board and of its other publica-

tions in proportion to the number of its members, and of

Duties of same, tlic applications SO made; and said farmers' clubs, receiving

such benefits from the State, shall, annually in October,

make returns to the secretary of the board of agriculture,

of the reports of committees, and of agricultural experiments

made by such clubs.

Appropriation for SECTION 3. A sum uot exceeding two thousand dollars is
purposes o t is

j^gj^^jj^ placed at the disposal of the secretary of the board of

agriculture to carry out the provisions of this act.

Approved April 6, 1859.

Chap. 204 ^^ -^^'^ "^^ incorporate the boston and southern steamship
company.

Be it enacted, ^c, as follows :

Corporators. SECTION 1. Jamcs C. Convcrse, George C. Richardson,
Nathaniel Harris, Edward S. Tobey, Ezra Farnsworth, their

associates and successors, are hereby made a corporation by
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the name of Boston and Southern Steamship Company, for Name.

the purpose of navigating the ocean by steam ; with all the Purpose,

powers and privileges, and subject to all the duties, restric-

tions and liabilities, set forth in the forty-fourth chapter of

the Revised Statutes.

Section 2. The said company are hereby authorized to Powers, &c

build, purchase, hold and convey one or more steamships,
and may therewith navigate the ocean between Boston, Mas-
sachusetts, and Charleston, in the state of South Carolina,

and Savannah, in the state of Georgia, either or all in any
order of succession ; and may enter into such contracts with
other persons as they may deem expedient, to run steam-
ships between such ports.

Section 3. The said company may hold personal property Per.-onai estate,

to an amount not exceeding four hundred thousand dollars.

Section 4. The number of shares into which the capital Number of shares

, -I o • ^ 1111 T'11 11 /.°' capital stock
Stock 01 said company shall be divided, and the amount oi to be fixed by by-

each share, shall be fixed by the by-laws ; and the said com- ^^^^' ^'^'

pany shall have power to assess, from time to time, upon
such shares such sums of money as maybe deemed necessary

to accomplish the object of said company ; but no share shall

be assessed for a greater sum or sums in the aggregate, than
the amount of such shares, so determined and fixed as

aforesaid.

Section 5. If the said corporation shall not within one Act void unless

year from the passage of this act, have been organized and iz^^&'J.^ wuMn
have laid and collected an assessment or assessments to the ""^eyear.

amount of ten per cent, upon the capital stock, and shall not

within three years from the passage of this act, have placed

on the aforesaid route at least two steamships for the pur-

poses of said company, and shall not use the same for the

purposes in this act expressed, then this act shall become
null and void.

Section 6. No shares in the capital stock of said corpo- no shares issued
* ^ under p&r.

ration shall be issued for a less sum or amount than the par

value of the shares first issued.

Section 7. This act shall take effect from and after its

passage. Approved April 6, 1859.

ChajJ. 205An Act concerning the Middlesex railroad company.

Be it enacted, ^c, as follows:

Section 1. The mayor and aldermen of the city of Bos- city authorities

ton are hereby authorized to extend the location of the tracks rized°%r exteiTd

of the Middlesex Railroad Company upon and over such ^'^^''^^' ^'^

streets within said city, as may be determined by them, with

the assent, in writing, of said company ; and the Middlesex


