
I860.—Chapter 136. 109

Section 2. Any town may avail itself of all the provi- provisions of the

sions of the aforesaid third section of the thirty-ninth chap- ?ake effecr^""

*°

ter of the General Statutes, after the passage of this act.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved March 31, 1860.

Chap. 136An Act to establish the city of taunton.

Be it enacted, Sfc, as folloios :

Section 1. The inhabitants of the town of Taunton shall city of Taunton

continue to be a body politic and corporate under the name '^^*'^'^i'^'>«'^-

of the City of Taunton, and as such shall have, exercise and
enjoy, all the rights, immunities, powers and privileges, and
be subject to all the duties and obligations now incumbent
upon and appertaining to said town as a municipal corpo-

ration.

Section 2. The administratioji of the financial, pruden- Mayor, aidermen

tial and municipal affairs of said city, and the government couuen.
*^°'"'"°''

thereof, shall be vested in one principal officer, to be styled

the mayor, one council of eight, to be called the board of

aldermen, and one council of twenty-four, to be called the

common council, which boards, in their joint capacity, shall

be called the city council ; and the members thereof shall

be sworn to the faithful performance of the duties of their

respective offices. A majority of each board shall constitute

a quorum for the transaction of business, and no member of

either board shall ever receive any compensation for his

services.

Section 3. It shall be the duty of the selectmen of selectmen of

Taunton, within twenty days after the passage of this act, vX"'"he *°town

and its acceptance by the inhabitants, as hereinafter provided, into wards.

to divide said town into eight wards, to contain, as nearly as

conveniently may be, an equal number of inhabitants, which
proceedings of the selectmen shall be subject to the revision

of the city council within one year after the passage of this

act ; and it shall be the duty of the city council every fifth city council to

year thereafter, and not oftener, to revise, and, if it be need- every five yrars'*^

ful, to alter said wards in such manner as to preserve, as

nearly as may be, an equal number of inhabitants in each

ward, which division of the town into wards, by said select-

men, shall be by them reduced to writing, and subscribed,

and shall be recorded by the town clerk for the time being,

with the records of said town of Taunton.
Section 4. On the fifth Monday next after the day this wardens, cierks,

charter shall have been accepted by the inhabitants of erection's':'''"™

"^

Taunton, as is hereinafter provided, and on the first Monday
in December in each succeeding year, there shall be chosen,
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Their duties.

by ballot, in each of said wards, a warden, clerk, and three

inspectors of elections, residents of the wards in which they

are chosen, who shall hold their offices for one year, and

until others shall have been chosen in their places, and qual-

ified to act. It shall be the duty of such warden to preside

at all ward meetings, with the powers of a moderator of a

town meeting ; and if at any ward meeting the warden shall

not be present, the clerk of such ward shall call the meeting

to order, and preside until a warden -pro tempore shall be

chosen by ballot ; and if at any ward meeting the clerk shall

not be present, a clerk /;ro tempore shall be chosen by ballot.

The clerk shall record all the proceedings, and certify the

votes given, and deliver to his successor in office all such

records and journals, together with all other documents and

papers held by him as such clerk ; and it shall be the duty

of the inspectors of elections to assist the warden in receiving,

assorting and counting the votes. And the warden, clerk

and inspectors so chosen shall respectively make oath or

affirmation faithfully and impartially to discharge their

several duties relative to all elections, which oath may be

administered by the clerk of such ward to the warden, and
by the warden to the clerk and inspectors, or by any justice

of the peace for the county of Bristol; and a certificate that

said oath has been taken shall be entered upon the records

of the ward by the clerk thereof. All warrants for meetings

of the citizens for municipal purposes to be held either in

wards or in general meetings, shall be issued by the mayor
and aldermen, and shall be in such form, and shall be served,

executed and returned in such manner and at such times as

the city council may, by any by-law, direct ; and said war-

rants, with the returns of the officer serving the same thereon,

shall be recorded by the city clerk.

Section 5. The mayor shall be elected by the qualified

counciimeTnow votcrs of the city at large, voting in their respective wards
;

elected.
2,\i^ ouc aldcrmau and three common councilmen shall be

elected from and by the voters of each ward, being residents

in the wards when elected. All said officers shall be chosen

by ballot, and shall hold their offices from their election and
qualification, in the year one thousand eight hundred and
sixty, till the first Monday in January, in the year one thou-

sand eight hundred and sixty-two, and for one year from the

first Monday in January in each succeeding year, and until

others shall be elected and qualified to fill their places.

School commit- SECTION 6. The school committcc shall consist of twenty-
*®^"

four, and shall be elected, three from and by the voters of

each ward, who shall be residents of the ward when elected

;

Warrants
meetings.

Mayor, aldermen
and
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of which three the person who receives the highest number
of votes, or in case two or more receive an equal number of

votes, the person who is senior by age, shall hold the office

till the first Monday in January, in the year eighteen hun-

dred and sixty-four, and the person who receives the next

highest number of votes, or who is senior by age in the con-

tingency aforesaid, shall hold the office till the first Monday
in January, in the year eighteen hundred and sixty-three,

and the other person shall hold his office till the first Monday
in January, in the year eighteen hundred and sixty-two ; and
at the annual election in the year eighteen hundred and
sixty-one, and at each subsequent annual election, one per-

son shall be chosen from and by the voters of each ward to

be a member of the school committee for the term of three

years from the first Monday of January next following. In vacancies, how

case of a vacancy in the school committee, occasioned by the

decease or resignation of any member thereof, or of his ina-

bility to perform the duties of his office, the city council, in

convention, shall elect a person to fill the same, who shall

hold his office until the next annual election of municipal
officers, and until another shall be chosen and qualified in

his stead ; and at said annual election a person shall be

elected to said office, in the manner herein before provided,

who shall hold the same for the residue of the unexpired
term. The school committee shall be chosen by ballot, and
shall receive no pay for their services.

Section 7. The several school districts in the town of Pmdentiai com-

Taunton shall elect their own prudential committees in the Sistricta"*^

"'''°°'

manner now provided by law, which committees, when
chosen, shall be subject to the same obligations, and perform
the same duties, and have the same authority that prudential

committees of the several school districts in the town of

Taunton have.

Section 8. Annually, in the month of January, the alder- Assessors of tax-

men and common council shall meet in convention, and shall
^s, how chosen.

elect by ballot eight assessors of taxes, one from each ward,
who shall hold their offices for one year from and after their

election, and until others shall be elected and qualified in

their places ; they shall be severally sworn to the faithful

discharge of their duties, which oath shall be administered
by the mayor, in a meeting of the board of aldermen, and compensatioa.

they shall receive the same pay for their services as is now
allowed assessors for towns, by the laws of this Common-
wealth. The board of aldermen and common council shall, overseers of the

at the same time, choose from the citizens at large three p""""-

overseers of the poor, no two of whom shall be residents of
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CompensatioD,
&c.

Proviso.

First and subse-

city officers.

the same ward, who shall hold their offices for the same

length of time, and shall be qualified in the same manner
as is herein before provided for assessors, and who shall

receive the same compensation as is now provided by law

for overseers of the poor in towns. The said assessors and
overseers of the poor shall constitute, respectively, the board

of assessors and board of overseers of the poor, and they

shall have, respectively, all the powers, and shall be subject

to all the duties and liabilities that assessors and overseers

of the poor in towns now have, under existing laws. And
all taxes shall be assessed, apportioned and collected in the

manner prescribed by the laws of this Commonwealth : pro-

vided, however, that the city council may establish further

or additional provisions for the collection thereof.

Section 9, On the fifth Monday next after the day this

ci"tv°officTrs°'''''^
charter shall have been accepted by the inhabitants of Taun-

ton, as is hereinafter provided, and on the first Monday in

December in each succeeding year, the qualified voters in

each ward shall give in their votes for mayor, aldermen,

common councilmen, school committee, warden, clerk, and

inspectors, as provided in the preceding sections ; and all

the votes so given shall be assorted, counted, declared and

registered, in open ward meeting, by causing the names of

persons voted for, and the number of votes given for each,

with designations of the office, to be written in the ward

records, in words, at length. The clerk of the ward, within

twenty-four hours after such election, shall deliver to the

persons elected aldermen, common councilmen and school

committee, certificates of their election, signed by the warden

and clerk, and by a majority of the inspectors of elections,

and shall within the same time deliver to the city clerk a

copy of the records of such elections, certified in like man-
ner : provided, however, that if the choice of aldermen,

councilmen and school committee cannot be conveniently

efiected on that day, the meeting may be adjourned from

time to time to complete such election.

The board of aldermen shall, as soon as conveniently may-

be, examine the copies of records of the several wards, certi-

fied as aforesaid, and shall cause the person who has been

elected mayor to be notified in writing, of his election ;
but

if it shall appear that no person has received a plurality of

votes, or if the person elected shall refuse to accept the

office, the board of aldermen shall issue their warrants for a

new election, and the same proceedings shall be had as are

herein before provided? for the choice of mayor, and repeated

fcho'of""commit^ from time to time until a mayor shall be chosen. If it shall

Certificates

elections.

Mayor elect to be
notified.

Warrants for new
elections in cer-

tain cases.
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appear that the whole number of scliool committee at large

have not been elected the same proceedings shall be had as

are herein before provided for the choice of mayor.

In case of the decease, resignation or absence of the mayor, Mayor jiro tem-

or of his inability to perform the duties of his office, the vacanly.

board of aldermen and the common council shall, in conven-

tion, elect a mayor for the time being, who shall serve until

another is chosen, or until the occasion causing the vacancy

is removed.
The oath prescribed by this act shall be administered to Administration

the mayor by the city clerk, or by any justice of the peace " °^ '

for the county of Bristol. The aldermen and common coun-

cilmen elect shall, on the first Monday of January, in the

year one thousand eight hundred and sixty-two, and of every

subsequent year, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, meet in con-

vention, when the oath required by this act shall be adminis-

tered to them by the mayor or by any justice of the peace,

and a certificate that such oath has been taken shall be

entered on the journal of each board by the clerk thereof.

When it shall appear that no mayor has been elected Non-eiection of

previous to the said first Monday in January, in the year
™''^°'-

eighteen hundred and sixty-two, and the first Monday in

January, in each succeeding year, the mayor and aldermen

for the time being shall make a record of that fact ; an

attested copy of which the city clerk shall read at the open-

ing of the convention held as aforesaid. After such oath has

been administered the two boards shall separate, and the

common council shall organize by the choice of a president

and clerk, to hold their offices during the pleasure of the

common council ; the clerk to be sworn to the faithful

performance of his duties.

In case of the absence of the mayor elect on the first Mon- Absence of may-

day in January, the city government shall organize in the
*"'"''^*^'

manner herein before provided, and may proceed to business

in the same manner as if the mayor were present ; and at

any time thereafter, in convention of the two branches, the

oath of office may be administered to "the mayor and to any

member of the city council who may have been absent at

the organization. In the absence of the mayor at any meet-

ing, the board of aldermen may choose a chairman pro

tempore, who shall also preside at any joint meetings of the

two boards during such absence.

Each board shall keep a record of its own proceedings, and Judges of eiec-

judge of the election of its own members ; and in case of a
vacancies.

failure of election, or in case of any vacancy declared by

15
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eitlrer board, the mayor and aldermen shall issue their war-

rants for a new election.

Powets and du- SECTION 10. The mavor thus chosen and qualified shall
emayor.

^^ ^^^^ chief cxecutive officer of the city ; it shall be his duty

to be vigilant in causing the laws, ordinances and regula-

tions of the city to be enforced, and keep a general super-

vision over the conduct of all subordinate officers, and to

cause their neglect of duty to be punished ; he may call

special meetings of the boards of aldermen and common
council, or either of them, when necessary in his opinion, by

causing notices, in writing, to be left at the place of resi-

dence of the several members ; he shall communicate, from
time to time, to both boards, such information, and recom-

mend such measures as in his opinion the interests of the

city may require ; he shall preside in the board of aldermen
and in convention of the two boards, but shall have only a

Salary. castiug votc ; his salary shall be three hundred dollars a

year and no more, and he shall receive no other compen-
sation.

Powers and du- SECTION 11. The cxccutive powcr of Said city, generally,

aiderniTn.^°'^*°'^ ^'^^ tliB administration of the police, with all the powers
heretofore vested in the selectmen of Taunton, shall be

vested in the mayor and aldermen as fully as if the same were

herein specially enumerated. And the mayor and aldermen
shall have full and exclusive power to appoint a constable

and assistants, or a city marshal and assistants, with powers
and duties of constables and all other police officers, and
may remove the same, when, in their opinion, sufficient

Salary ofmarshal causc for rcmoval cxists. Tlic Salary of the marshal shall

be fixed by the city council, but shall not exceed the sum of

two hundred dollars a year. All other powers now vested

in the inhabitants of said town, and all powers granted by

this act, shall be vested in the mayor and aldermen and
common council of said city, to be exercised by concurrent

Proviso
vote, each board to have a negative upon the other : pro-

vided, hoivever, that said city council shall at no time make
City debt. ^uy appropriation except for the necessary expenses of the

A ro nations
^^^3''' ^'^^ shall uot at any time create a city debt exceeding

&c. ' the sum of fifteen thousand dollars, without tlie consent of

a majority of the qualified voters of said city regularly voting

thereon in their respective wards, at meetings duly warned
and held for that purpose.

Choice of city The city council sliall, annually, as soon as convenient
treasurer. after their organization, elect by joint ballot in convention.

City clerk and a city trcasurcr, collector of taxes, and city clerk, who shall
collector of taxes.

^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^j^g samc pcrsou, aud he shall have a salary of
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eight hundred dollars a year, and no more ; and the city other ^subordi-

council shall, in such manner as they may determine, by

any by-law made for that purpose, appoint or elect all sub-

ordinate officers, not herein otherwise directed, for the ensu-

ing year, define their duties and fix their compensations in

cases when such duties and compensations shall not be

defined and fixed by the laws of this Commonwealth. All ah sittings to be
,. , TIT ft •^ public.

Sittings 01 the mayor and aldermen, oi the common council,

and of the city council, shall be public, when they are not

engaged in executive business. The city council shall take or the public

care that money shall not be paid from the treasury, unless '"°"*'y-

granted or appropriated ; shall secure a just and prompt
accountability, by requiring bonds, with sufficient penalty

and sureties, from all persons intrusted with the receipt,

custody or disbursement of money ; shall have the care and of the public

superintendence of city buildings, and the custody and man- proptrtj!
'""^

agement of all city property, with power to let or sell what
may be legally let or sold ; and to purchase property, real or

personal, in the name and for the use of the city, whenever
its interest or convenience may, in their judgment, require

it. And the city council shall, as often as once a year, cause Accounts, &c.,

to be published, for the use of the inhabitants, a particular
*» ^e published.

account of receipts and expenditures, and a schedule of the

city property and the city debt.

Section 12. In all cases in which appointments are Nominating pow-

directed to be made by the mayor and aldermen, the mayor ®'^'

shall have the exclusive power of nomination, subject to con-

firmation or rejection by the board of aldermen. No person Eligibility to

shall be eligible to any office of emolument, the salary of

which is payable out of the city treasury, who, at the time

of his appointment, shall be a member of the board of alder-

men, or of the common council; and neither the mayor nor

any alderman or member of the common council, shall at

the same time, hold any otiier office in the city government,

except that any member of either board may serve as mayor
when a vacancy shall occur in that office, and the mayor
ex officio shall be a member of and preside over the board of

assessors, but without any additional compensation therefor.

Section 13. The city clerk shall be clerk of the board cityoierk.

of aldermen, and shall be sworn to the faithful performance

of his duties. He shall perform such duties as shall be pre- ms duties, &c.

scribed by the board of aldermen, and shall perform all the

duties, and exercise all the powers, by law incumbent upon
'or vested in the town clerk of Taunton.

Section 14. The city council shall have the same power streets and ways.

in relation to the laying out, accepting, widening, altering or
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discontimiiiig of streets and ways, and the assessment of
damages therefor, which selectmen and inhabitants of towns
now by law have ; but all petitions and questions relating to

laying out, accepting, widening, altering or discontinuing
any street or way, shall be first acted upon by the mayor and
aldermen.

Right of appeal Any pcrsou aggrieved by the proceedings of the city coun-
for redress of ... "^ ' P" „ •' ^ in, .1
grievances. cil lu the cxercise or such powers, shall have the same right

of appeal to the county commissioners of the county of

Bristol, as is given by the laws of the Commonwealth to

appeal from the decision of selectmen or the inhabitants of

towns.
Board of health. SECTION 15. All the powcr and authority now by law

vested in the board of health for the town of Taunton shall

be transferred to and vested in the city council, to be carried

into execution in such manner as the council shall deem
expedient.

Drains and sew- SECTION 16. The city couucil sliall have authority to

cause drains and common sewers to be laid through any
streets or private lands, paying the owners such damages as

they may sustain thereby ; and may require all persons to

pay a reasonable sum for the privilege of opening any drain

into said public drain or sewer.
Election of rep- SECTION 17. The mayor and aldermen shall, in each
resentatives to .

j.i • n n- ,• n , 1 1

general court, year, issuc tlieir Warrants tor calling meetings ior the elec-

tion of the whole number of representatives to the general
court to which said city is by law entitled ; and the number
shall be specified in the warrant.

oj'^ elections by SECTION 18. All clectious for couuty, state and United
States officers, who are voted for by the people, shall be held
at meetings of the citizens qualified to vote at such elections,

ill their respective wards, at the time fixed by law for these

elections respectively ; and at such meetings all the votes

given for said officers respectively shall be assorted, counted,

declared and registered, in open ward meeting, by causing
the names of all persons voted for, and the number of votes

given for each, with the designation of the office, to be written

in the ward records in words at length. The ward clerk

shall forthwith deliver to the city clerk a certified copy of

the record of such elections. The city clerk shall forthwith

record such returns, and the mayor and aldermen shall,

within two days after every such election, examine and com-
pare all said returns, and make out a certificate of the result

of such elections, to be signed by the mayor and a majorit/
of the aldermen, and also by the city clerk, which shall be
transmitted or delivered in the same manner as similar



I860.—Chapter 136. 117

returns are now by law to be made by selectmen of towns.
And in all elections for representatives to the general court,

in cas* the whole number proposed to be elected shall not
be chosen by a plurality of the votes legally returned, the

mayor and aldermen shall forthwith issue their warrant for

a new election, conformably to the provisions of the consti-

tution and the laws of the Commonwealth.
Section 19. Prior to every election, the mayor and alder- wardiists.

men shall make out lists of all the citizens of each ward,
qualified to vote in such elections, in the manner in which
selectmen of towns are required to make out lists of voters

;

and for that purpose they shall have full access to the asses-

sors' books and lists, and be entitled to the assistance of all

assessors and city officers ; and they shall deliver said lists,

so. prepared and corrected, to the clerks of said wards, to be

used at such elections ; and no person shall be entitled to

vote whose name is not borne on such lists.

Section 20. General meetings of the citizens qualified General meetings

to vote, may from time to time be held, to consult upon the
°f ^''^'^''•»*-

public good, to instruct their representatives, and to take all

lawful measures to obtain redress for any grievances, accord-

ing to the right secured to the people by the constitution of

this Commonwealth. And such meetings may and shall be

duly warned by the mayor and aldermen, upon the requi-

sition of thirty qualified voters.

Section 21. The city council may make by-laws, with Bylaws, &c., for

suitable penalties, for the inspection, survey, measurement oTfumbe",' wood!

and sale of lumber, wood, coal and bark brought into the &c.

city for sale ; and all such other salutary and needful by-laws

as towns may make and establish, and may annex penalties

thereto not exceeding twenty dollars for the breach thereof;

which by-laws shall be in force from and after the time therein

respectively limited, without the sanction of any court or

other authority. All such by-laws and all city ordinances
shall be published in such manner as the city council may
direct ; and all fines for the breach of any by-law or ordi-

nance shall be paid into the city treasury, and shall inure to

such uses as the city council shall direct.

Section 22. All fines, forfeitures and penalties accruing
Recovery of fines

for the breach of any by-laws of the city of Taunton, or of forfeitures, &c.

any of the ordinances of the city council, or of any of the

orders of the mayor and aldermen, may be prosecuted for

and recovered before the police court in said city of Taunton,
by complaint or information, in the same way and manner
in which criminal offences are now prosecuted before the

police courts within this Commonwealth ; reserving, how-
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Failure of recog
nizance.

Rights of appeal. Gver, ill all cases, to the party complained of and prosecuted,

the right of appeal to the superior court then next to be held

in the county of Bristol, from the judgment and sentence of

the police court. And the appeal shall be allowed on the

same terms, and the proceedings shall be conducted therein

in the same manner as provided by the one hundred and
seventy-third chapter of the General Statutes of the Com-
monwealth. And it shall be sufficient in all such prosecu-

tions to set forth in the complaint the offence, fully, plainly,

substantially and formally ; and it shall not be necessary to set

forth such by-laws, ordinance or order, or any part thereof.

When any person upon any conviction before the police

court for any breach of any by-law of said city of Taunton,
or any of the ordinances of the city council, or any of the

orders of the mayor and aldermen, shall be sentenced to pay
a fine, or ordered to pay any penalty or forfeiture provided
by any such by-law, ordinance, or order ; or, upon claiming
an appeal, shall fail to recognize for his appearance at the

court appealed to, and thereto prosecute his appeal, and to

abide the sentence or order of the court thereon, and in the

meantime to keep the peace and be of good behavior ; and
upon not paying the fine, penalty or forfeiture, and cost so

assessed upon him, he shall be committed to prison, there

to remain until he shall pay such fine, forfeiture, or penalty
and costs, or be otherwise discharged, according to law.

Section 23. Whenever within tliree months after the

acceptance of this charter, as hereinafter provided, the sev-

eral fire districts now legally established in the town of

Taunton, shall by a vote of a majority of the legal voters in

each of said districts, present and voting at a meeting of each
district legally called and holden for that purpose, vote to

relinquish to the city of Taunton all the property of said fire

districts, the clerk for the time being of each district shall

forthwith certify such vote to the mayor and aldermen, and
thereupon all the property of said several fire districts shall

be vested in and become the property of the city, and the

city shall pay all the debts and liabilities of said several fire

Fire department, districts cxistiug ou the day this act takes effect. And there-

upon said fire districts shall be abolished, and it shall be the
duty of the city council forthwith to organize and establish

a fire department in said city ; and the city council shall

have full power and authority to organize such fire depart-
ment and to make and establish all necessary rules and reg-

ulations for the management of the same, and to provide
for the choice or appointment of a chief engineer and assist-

ant-engineers, and such other officers and members of the

FireMistricts.
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fire department as the city council may deem necessary, and
may prescribe the compensation to which each officer and
member of the fire department shall be entitled. The chief

engineer and assistant-engineers so chosen or appointed,
shall be sworn to the faithfnl performance of their duties,

and shall have all the authority, and shall be subject to all

the duties and responsibilities now provided by law for chief
and assistant-engineers of fire districts and fire wardens of
towns.

Section 24. For the purpose of organizing the system of Town meetings
government hereby established, and putting the same into

|'ettmln'for^flr3t

operation, in the first instance, tiie selectmen of the town of choice of ward

Taunton, for the time being, shall, seven days at least before

the fifth Monday next after the day of the acceptance of this

charter, as is hereinafter provided, issue their warrants,
calling meetings of the citizens of said town of Taunton, to

be holden on said Monday, at such places and hour in the

several wards as they may deem expedient, for the purpose
of choosing a warden, clerk and inspectors, for each ward,
and all other officers whose election is provided for in the

preceding sections of this act ; and the transcript of the
records of each ward, specifying the votes given for the

several officers aforesaid, certified by the warden and clerk

of such ward at said first meeting, shall be forthwith returned
to the said selectmen, whose duty it shall be to examine and
compare the same ; and in case the election should not be

completed at tlie first meeting, then to issue new warrants
until the election shall be completed : and notice in writing

shall be given by said selectmen to the several persons elected.

At said first meeting, any inhabitant of said ward, being a organization of

legal voter, may call the citizens to order, and preside until ^a''^ meeting.

a warden shall have been chosen. And at said first meeting
a list of the voters in each ward, prepared and counted by
the selectmen for the time being, shall be delivered to the

clerk of each ward when elected, to be used as herein before

provided.

The selectmen shall appoint such time for the first meet- First meeting of

ing of the city council within ten days from and after the "'^ council,

election of city officers, as is provided in this section, or a

majority of the members of both the board of aldermen and
common council, as they shall think proper, and shall also

fix upon the place and hour of such first meeting ; and notice

of the day, hour and place of said first meeting shall be pub-

lished in the newspapers printed in said town, and a written

notice thereof shall be sent by the selectmen to the place of

abode of the city officers chosen as is provided in this section.
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Subsequent eiec- AftGi' tlic fii'st elcctioii of citj officei's, aiid the first meet-
*'°°^"

iiig for the organization of the city council, as in this section

is provided, the day of holding all subsequent elections and
the day and hovir for the meeting of the city council for the

purpose of organization, shall remain as provided in the

fourth and ninth sections of this act. It shall be the duty
of the city council immediately after their first organization,

to elect all necessary city officers, who shall hold their offices,

respectively, until others are chosen and qualified to act in

their places.

Town records, SECTION 25. All officers of the towu of Tauutou having

to'city cierk^'^''" tlic carc aud custody of any i-ecords, papers or property

belonging to said town, shall deliver the same to the city

clerk within one week after his entering the duties of his

office.
^^p^^^- Section 26. All such acts and parts of acts as are iiicon-

consistent with the provisions of this act, are hereby repealed.
Amendment by .Section 27. Nothing iu tliis act contained shall be so
legislature. o

_

construed as to prevent the legislature from altering or

amending the same whenever they shall deem it expedient.

City charter to be SECTION 28. Tliis act shall be void unless the inhabitants

zens^o'f Taunton! of tlic towu of Tauutou, at a legal meeting called for that

purpose, at which the selectmen shall preside, and the check

list be used in the same manner as at meetings called to

choose state officers, and the polls be kept open ten hours,

shall, by a majority of the voters present and voting thereon,

yea or nay, by a written or printed ballot, determine to

adopt the same on the last Monday of April next after its

passage.

Section 29. This act shall take effect from and after its

passage. Apiwoved Marc^ 31, 1860.

Chap. 137

sions.

An Act in addition to an act concerning the harbor of
BOSTON.

Be it enacted, ^'c, as follows

:

Of wharf exten- Section 1. So mucli of thc third section of an act entitled
" An Act in addition to an Act concerning the Harl)or of

Boston," passed on the third day of May, in the year one

thousand eight hundred and fifty, as provides that the pro-

prietors of the wharves and flats, by said act authorized to

be extended, shall extend said wharves and the lines of their

respective flats in a direction at right angles to the line

established by said act, is hereby repealed, and the proprie-

tors of said wharves and flats are hereby authorized to extend
their wharves and the lines of their respective flats to the

line established by said act in the directions in which the


