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Inspection of the SECTION 16. Everj coFporatiou taxed by this act shall,

tions^"
corpora-

^|^gj^ required, submit its books to the inspectiou of the

board of commissioners named in section five of this act.

Annual returns. SECTION 17. Tlic anuual rctums required to be made
between the first and tenth days of May, under the provi-

sions of this act, may be made the present year on or before

the first day of June.

Repeal. SECTION 18. Chapter two hundred and thirty-six of the

acts of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-three is hereby

repealed ; but this repeal shall not affect any right, claim or

liability, which has already accrued under the provisions of

said act.

Section 19. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved May 11, 1864.

Chap. 209
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An Act to establish the city of tauntox.

Be it enacted, Sfc, asfoUotvs:

Section 1. The inhabitants of the town of Taunton shall

continue to be a body politic and corporate, under the name
of the City of Taunton, and as such shall have, exercise

and enjoy, all the rights, immunities, powers and privileges,

and shall be subject to all the duties and obligations, now
incumbent upon, and appertaining to said town, as a muni-
cipal corporation.

Section 2. The administration of all the fiscal, pruden-

tial and municipal affairs of said city, with the government
thereof, shall be vested in one principal officer to be styled

the mayor, one council of eight to be called the board of

aldermen, and one council of twenty-four to be called the

common council, said boards in their joint capacity to be

the city council. The members of said boards shall be

sworn to the faithful discharge of their respective duties.

A majority of each board shall make a quorum.
Section 3. It shall be the duty of the selectmen of said

town, as soon as may be after the passage of this act, and its

acceptance as is herein provided, to divide said town into

eight wards, to contain as nearly as conveniently may be, an
equal number of legal voters, wiiich division may be revised

by the city council within one year from the passage hereof.

The city council shall once in five years and not oftener,

alter, if needful, the boundaries of said wards, in such man-
ner, liowever, as to preserve an equal number of voters in

each ward.

Section 4. On the first Monday in December, annually,

there shall be chosen by ballot in each of said wards, a

warden, clerk and three inspectors of elections, who shall
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be different persons, residents in the ward, who shall hold

their offices one year and until others are chosen and quali-

fied in their stead. Said wardens shall preside at all ward ward meetings,
t

. presiding oracers.

meetnigs, with the power oi moderators oi town meetnigs

;

and if at any meeting the warden is not present, the clerk

shall preside until a warden pro tempore is chosen by ballot

;

if both the warden and clerk are absent the senior in age of

the inspectors present shall preside until a warden pro tem-

pore is tiius chosen ; and if all said officers are absent, any
legal voter in said ward may preside until a warden pro

tempore is so chosen. When any ward officer is absent or
^^^""^^ l^^^^^^^

neglects to perform his duty, his office shall be filled pro "^ "^ ^^ ^^'"'^^

tempore. The clerk shall record all the proceedings and cieruofward,

certify the votes, and deliver to his successor in office all

such records and journals, together with all other docu-

ments and papers held by him in said capacity. The inspec- inspectors,

tors shall assist the warden in receiving, assorting and
counting the votes. All said officers shall be sworn to the oathsof ward

faithful discharge of their duties; said oath to be adminis- administered,

tered by the clerk to the warden, and by the warden to the

clerk and the inspectors, or to either of said officers by any
justice of the peace for Bristol County; certificate of such

oaths shall be made by the clerk upon the ward records.

All warrants for meetings of tlie citizens for municipal pur- warrants for

poses, to be held either in wards or in general meeting, shall
"""^ '°^^'

be issued by the mayor and aldermen and shall be in such

form, and served and returned in such manner and at such

times as the city council shall direct.

Section 5. The mayor shall be elected by the qualified
^,',^^Jj^°p'.™*J^'''

voters of the city at large, voting in their respective wards ; cii aLdTsseTsors".

and one alderman, three common councilmen and one
assessor, shall be elected from, and by the voters of each

ward. Said officers shall be chosen by ballot, and hold their

offices for one year from the first Monday of January, and
until others are chosen and qualified in their stead. At the

t°g'°„j7™uje"
first annual election under this act, there shall be chosen,

in the manner provided for the election of mayor, a board
of school committee, consisting of nine, one-third of whom
shall 1)0 chosen for one year, one-third for two years, and
one-third for three years. At each annual election there-

after, three members of said board shall be chosen, in the

manner provided for the election of mayor, for the term of

three years. Vacancies in the board shall be filled in the vamndes.

manner provided by law for filling vacancies in the school

committees of cities.

18
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Section 6. On the first Monday of December annually,

the qualified voters in each ward shall give in their votes for

mayor, aldermen, common councilmen, school committee
and assessors, as provided in the preceding section ; and all

the votes so given shall be assorted, counted and declared,

and registered, in open ward meeting, the name of each

person voted for, and the number of votes given for each,

to be recorded in words at length. The clerk of the ward,
within twenty-four hours after such election, shall deliver to

the persons elected aldermen, common councilmen and
assessors, certificates of tiieir election, signed by the warden
and clerk, and by a majority of the inspectors, and shall

deliver to the city clerk a copy of the record of such elec-

tions certified in like manner. Such persons as receive the

greatest number of votes for their respective offices shall be

declared elected. If no person is elected because two or

more have received the same number of votes for any of

said offices, except for mayor, another ballot may then be

had or the meeting may be adjourned from time to time

until some person is elected. The board of aldermen shall,

as soon as may be, examine the copies of the records of the

several wards, certified as aforesaid, and shall cause the

person who has received the greatest number of votes for

mayor, and the persons who have received the greatest num-
ber of votes for school committee, respectively, to be notified

in writing of their election ; but if no person is so elected,

or if any person refuses to accept, the board shall issue their

warrants for a new election, and the same proceedings as

before provided, shall thereupon be had, until such officers

are chosen. If a mayor dies or resigns, or is unable to

perform the duties of his office, the boards of aldermen and
common council 'shall respectively, by vote, declare that a

vacancy exists, and the cause thereof; whereupon the two
boards shall meet in convention, and elect a mayor to fill

the vacancy, who shall hold the office until the inability

aforesaid is removed, or until a new election. The oath

shall be administered to the mayor by the city clerk or any
justice of the peace for Bristol County. Tiie aldermen and
common councilmen elect shall on the first Monday of Jan-

uary, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, meet in convention,

when the mayor shall administer the oath to the members
of said boards, or in the mayor's absence, said oath may be
administered by any justice of the peace for Bristol County,

a certificate whereof shall be entered on the journals of said

boards by their respective clerks. The boards shall then

separate, and the common council shall choose one of their
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number for president, and shall also choose a clerk, who
shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of their duties. If

^idel™^" °^o
the mayor be absent, the board of aldermen may choose a ^empolT'^"

chairman, who shall also preside at joint meetings of the

two boards. Each board shall keep a record of its proceed- Kecords required.

ings, and judge of the election of its members. In case of vacancies in

failure of election, or if a vacancy is declared by either
"

board, or if a vacancy exists in the board of assessors, the

mayor and aldermen shall order a new election. The mayor overseers of poor.

and aldermen shall constitute the board of overseers of the

poor.

Section 7. The mayor shall be the chief executive officer Mayor, powers

of the city ; he shall also be, ex officio, a member of the fiuej.""^^

board of assessors. He shall be vigilant to cause the laws

and regulations of the city to be enforced ; he shall exercise

a general supervision over the conduct of all subordinate

officers and shall cause neglect of duty to be punished. He
may call special meetings of the aldermen and common
council, or either of them, by causing written notices thereof

to be left at the places of residence of the several members.
He shall communicate such information and recommend
such measures as he thinks proper. He shall preside in the

board of aldermen, and in convention of the two boards,

but shall have a casting vote only.

Section 8. The executive power of said city, generally, oenerai execu-

.. . ni T •! Ill tive power Tested

and the administration oi the police, with all the powers in mayor and

heretofore vested in the selectmen of the town of Taunton
''''^""»^°-

shall be vested in and exercised by the mayor and aldermen,

as fully as if the same were herein specially enumerated.

The mayor and aldermen shall have exclusive power to Appointments.

appoint constables, and a city marshal or chief of police and
assistants, with the powers and duties of constables, and all

other police officers, and to remove the same when cause

exists therefor. All powers now vested in the inhabitants

of said town, and all powers granted to them in this act,

shall be vested in the mayor and aldermen and common
council, except so far as different provisions are herein made,
to be exercised by concurrent vote, each board to have a

negative upon the other. The city council shall annually, Trea.suror, cierk
'

, ,., ,1 • . ,• 1 i 1 • • , and collectors,

as soon as maybe after their organization, elect by joint council to elect.

ballot, a city treasurer, collector of taxes, city clerk, and all

other necessary subordinate city officers, not herein other-

wise [)rovided for, for the ensuing year. The city council
^"jJJu"!'"^'**"

shall, by by-law, fix the compensation of said officers, and
shall define their duties, so far as the same 'arc not deter-

mined by the laws of the Commonwealth. The city council vacancies.
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may fill a vacancy existing in any such office. The sessions

of the boards aforesaid shall be public when they are not

engaged in executive business. The city council shall see

that money is not paid from the city treasury unless granted

or appropriated ; shall secure a just and prompt accounta-

bility by requiring bonds with sufficient penalties and sure-

ties, from all persons intrusted with the receipt, custody or

disbursement of money, and also from such other officers as

they may think fit ; they shall haye the care and superin-

tendence of the city buildings, and the control and manage-
ment of all city property, with power to let or sell what may
be legally let or sold. They may purchase property, real

and personal, in the name and for the use of the city when
it is expedient to do so. The city council shall publish

annually, a particular account of the city receipts and
expenditures, and a schedule of the city property and debts.

They shall also fix the annual salary of the mayor.
Section 9. No alderman or common councilman shall

be appointed or elected by the city council to any office, the

salary of which is paid by the city.

Section 10. The city clerk shall also be clerk of the

board of aldermen and shall be sworn to the faithful dis-

charge of his duties. He shall perform such duties as are

prescribed by the board of aldermen ahd such as are incum-
bent upon the town clerk of said town, and shall have the

powers vested in such town clerk. He may be removed by
the city council.

Section 11. The assessors chosen as aforesaid shall exer-

cise the same powers, and be subject to the same duties and
liabilities as town assessors exercise and are subject to, under
the laws of the Commonwealth. They shall be sworn to

the faithful discharge of their duties. The city council may
establish further or additional provisions for the collection

of taxes.

Section 12. The list of jurors shall be prepared by the

mayor and aldermen, in the manner now required of select-

men, and the list shall be submitted to the common council,

for concurrent action or amendment. The mayor, aldermen
and city clerk, shall have the powers in regard to drawing
jurors, and other matters relating to them, now vested in

selectmen and town clerks. Yenires for jurors to be
returned from said city, shall be served on tlie mayor and
aldermen.

Section 13. The mayor and aldermen, with the concur-

rent vote of 'the common council, may lay out, alter or

discontinue, streets and town ways, fix the grades thereof,
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and estimate the damages sustained by parties thereby ;
streets and ways,

o •' ' •
1 L f.

council to con-
parties aggrieved by such action to have the same riglit oi troi and estimate

application and complaint to the county commissioners, that ^"""^'^ damages.

they now have when dissatisfied with the action of selectmen.

Section 14. The mayor and aldermen, with the concur- Drains and

rence of the common council, may lay drains and common
*'''^^""

sewers through streets or private lands, paying the owners
such damages as they sustain thereby. They may require

any person opening a drain into such common drain or

sewer, to pay a reasonable sum for that privilege.

Section 15. The mayor and aldermen shall each year Election of repre-

issue their warrants for calling meetings for the election of generauourt.

the whole number of representatives to the general court,

to whicli the said city is by law entitled, such number to be

specified in such warrants.

Section 16. All elections of county, state and United county, state

o /v» 1 1111111111 ^°^ federal ofn-

States officers, who are chosen by the people, shall be held cers, elections.

at meetings of citizens qualified to vote in such elections in

their respective wards at the time prescribed by law ; the

votes given for such officers shall be received, assorted,

counted, declared and registered, in open ward meetings as

is herein provided in reference to city officers. The ward
clerk shall forthwith deliver to the city clerk a certified copy
of the record so made. The city clerk shall forthwith Returns of votes.

record such returns. The mayor and aldermen shall,

within two days after such elections, examine and compare
the same, and make out a certificate of the result, to be

signed by the mayor, a majority of the aldermen, and the

city clerk, and shall transmit the same in the manner in

which selectmen are required to do. If the whole number Failures tooiect.

of representatives to the general court are not elected, the

mayor and aldermen shall issue their warrants for such
election, conformably to the constitution and laws.

Section 17. Lists of voters in each ward shall be pre- Lists of voters,

pared by the mayor and aldermen, as is required of the
^°"' p'^^p"*'*-

selectmen of towns. For this purpose they shall have access

to the assessors' books and lists, and be entitled to the assist-

ance of all the city officers. Said lists shall be delivered

to the clerks of the wards, to be used at elections, and
copies of the list for each ward shall be posted in three

public places in said ward, at least seven days before such
elections. No person shall be entitled to vote in a ward lughtofsuf-

whose name is not borne upon the list for that ward : pro- prescribed!""**"'

vided, that any person whose name is not thereon may have
his name entered thereupon, at any time before the closing

of the polls in such ward, upon presenting to the ward
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officers present a certificate signed by the mayor or city

clerk, setting forth his right to have his name thus entered.

Section 18. General meetings of the citizens qualified

to vote may be held according to the right secured to the

people by the constitution of the Commonwealth. Such
meetings shall be called by the mayor and aldermen on the

petition of fifty qualified voters.

Section 19. Tiie city council may make by-laws with
suitable penalties, for the inspection, survey, measurement,
weighing and sale of lumber, wood, coal and bark,

brought into or exposed in the city for sale, and all such
other by-laws as towns may make and establish ; but no
penalty for a breach thereof shall exceed twenty dollars.

Such by-laws shall not require the sanction of any court.

Such by-laws shall be pi'csented to the mayor for his appro-

val ; if he approve he shall sign them, if not he shall return

them to either branch of the city council, with his objec-

tions ; if they are again passed by two-thirds of each board
present and voting thereon, the same shall become a law,

otherwise not. AH fines and forfeitures for the breach of

any by-law or ordinance shall be paid into the city treasury.

Section 20. All fines, forfeitures and penalties, accruing

for the breach of any by-law of said city, or of the ordi-

nances of the city council, or of any of the orders of the

mayor and aldermen, may be prosecuted for, and recovered

before the municipal court of said city, in the manner in

which fines, forfeitures and penalties, are now by law prose-

cuted for and recovered ; reserving, however, to the party

prosecuted, the right of appeal to the superior court. If

any person refuses to pay such a fine imposed upon him, or

refuses to recognize with sureties to prosecute his appeal,

the same proceedings shall be had as under like circum-
stances in any criminal prosecution.

Section 21. A court to be called the municipal court of

Taunton is hereby established in said city. Said court shall

have the jurisdiction heretofore exercised and possessed by
the police court of Taunton, and by any justice of the peace

in Bristol County ; and also in civil causes its jurisdiction

shall extend to cases when the ad damnum stated in the

writ does not exceed two hundred dollars, and in criminal

causes, to any offence which is not a felony. Said court

shall consist of one able and honest man, to be appointed by
the governor as principal justice, one such man to be

appointed in like manner, as associate justice, and one
clerk, who shall hold his office five years from the time of

his election and qualification. Said clerk shall be chosen
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by the legal voters of said city in the manner and at the
fj„„"°" f^JJ*^ t

time they first elect city officers under this charter. A
clerk of said court shall be elected every fifth year there-

after, at the municipal election in said city. At any time Govemormay

after this act is accepted, as herein provided, the governor anaTierk"'br^'

may appoint the justices of said court; but this section,
^'^'j^'eV^^isefo hive

except as to the clioosing of said clerk, and the making of fo^ce in jao. 'C5.

said appointments, shall not take effect until the first Wed-
nesday of January next. The principal justice of said Powers ami saia-

court shall have the powers conferred by the laws of the ^^ ° '"*'"'^'

Commonwealth upon justices of police courts. He shall be

paid an annual salary, from the treasury of the Common-
wealth, of one thousand dollars. The clerk shall receive saiaiyofcierk.

from the same source, an annual salary of six hundred dol-

lars. The associate justice, who shall officiate only in case Associate justice.

of the absence or other inability or disability of the princi-

pal justice, shall receive from him three dollars for each
day on which he holds a session of said court. All the pro- Application of

visions of the laws of this Commonwealth relating to police ^ourt!''^''

'°

courts, their justices and clerks, shall apply to the court

herein created, except so far as they are inconsistent with
the provisions hereof. ^

Section 22. For the purpose of organizing the system ward meetings

of government hereby established, and putting the same cers?wheVto*'bJ

into operation, the selectmen of the town of Taunton shall, '=*"^''-

after the acceptance of this act, and at least seven days

before the first Monday of December next, issue their war-

rants, calling meetings of the legal voters on that day, in

the difi'erent wards, at some place in each,, to be designated

in said warrants, for the purpose of choosing a warden,
clerk and inspectors, for each ward, and all other officers

whose election in such manner is provided for in this act

;

and the transcripts of the record of each ward specifying the certifleates to be

votes given therein for the several officers aforesaid, certified
8eie"ctmen'.°

by the warden and the clerk of each ward, shall be returned
to the said selectmen, who shall examine and compare the

same ; and if said elections are not completed at the first

meeting they shall then issue new warrants until such elec-

tions are completed. They shall give notice to the persons Notices of eiec-

elected, in tlie manner herein before provided. At said first Meetings, how
meetings any inliabitant, being a legal voter in the ward, co°'iuc'e'i-

may call the meeting to order and preside until a warden is

chosen. A list of voters in each ward, prepared and cor-

rected by the selectmen, as herein before provided, shall be

delivered to some legal voter therein and shall be used in

such election. The city council shall meet and the city city council.
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government be organized on tlie first Monday of January
next, at some place to be designated by the selectmen.

Immediately after their organization, the city council shall

elect all necessary city officers, who shall hold their offices,

respectively, until others are chosen and qualified in their

stead, unless sooner removed.
Section 23. All officers of the town of Taunton having

the care and custody of any records, papers or muniments
of property, belonging to the said town, shall deliver the

same to the city clerk, within one week after his entering

upon the duties of his office. The treasurer and collector

of the town of Taunton shall pay over to the city treasurer,

within one week after he enters upon the duties of his office,

all money in his custody or control, belonging to said town
;

and any money subsequently collected by said collector,

shall be paid to said city treasurer. All town officers of

Taunton shall hold their respective offices until city officers

are chosen and qualified in their stead.

Section 24. This act shall be void unless a majority of

the legal voters of the town of Taunton, present and voting

at any legal town meeting called for that purpose shall,

within three months from the passage of this act, vote to

accept the same ; the voting at such meeting to be by ballot,

written or printed, yea or nay. The voting list shall be

used as at elections of state officers ; the selectmen shall

preside at any such meetings.

Section 25. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent here-

witli are hereby repealed.

Section 26. This act shall take effect, except as is other-

wise provided, upon its passage. Api^-oved May 11, 1864.
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City of Boston.

An Act to provide for the valuation of the property of
THE commonwealth.

Be it enacted, &,'c., as follows

:

Section 1. The assessors of the several cities and towns
in the Commonwealth for the year one thousand eight hun-
dred and sixty-four, shall, on or before the first day of

October next, deposit in the office of the secretary a certified

copy, under oath, of the assessors' books and tables of aggre-

gates for the years one thousand eight hundred and sixty-

three and one thousand eight hundred and sixty-four; and
the secretary shall, on or before the first day of June, fur-

nish triplicate copies of blank books to the cities and towns
for the foregoing pur{)ose : p7'ovided, however, that in the

case of the city of lioston, the returns required by this

section to be deposited in the office of the secretary may be


