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Chap. 287 -^^ Act in relation to resolves.
Be it enacted, ^'c, as follows:

When in force. SECTION 1. All resolvGs passed by the legislature shall

take effect upon their passage, unless otherwise specially
provided.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved May 14, 1864.

Chap. 288 An Act relating to insane persons and lunatic hospitals.

Be it enacted, Sj-c, as follows :

Section 1. On petition, under oath, to any judge of the
supreme judicial court, setting forth that the petitioner
believes that some person, confined as insane in any hospital
or other authorized place for the treatment or restraint of
insane persons, is not insane, and is unjustly deprived of his

liberty, the said judge may, in his discretion, appoint three
commissioners to inquire into the alleged insanity of the
person so confined.

Section 2. Before said commissioners shall proceed vrith

their inquiry, tliey shall be sworn to the faithful and impar-
tial discharge of their duties. They shall give sufficient

notice of their appointment, and of the time and place of
hearing to the petitioner and to the person having charge of
the hospital or place of confinement. They shall have power
to summon and compel the attendance of, and to administer
oaths to, witnesses ; and it shall be their duty to hear the
evidence offered to them on either side, touching the merits
of the petition, as well as to examine the person confined.

Section 3. No notice shall be served upon the person
confined as insane, nor shall he have the right to confer
with counsel, or be present at the inquiry ; but such rights

shall be enjoyed by the petitioner, and by the person by or
under whose authority the alleged insane person is confined

;

nor shall said petitioner, nor any counsel he may employ,
nor any witness he may desire to use, have the right to visit

or examine said insane person, except with the permission
of the superintendent of the hospital or place wiiere said

person is confined, or by special order of the judge issuing
the commission.

Section 4. The personal examination by the commis-
sioners of the person confined as insane shall be had at the
hospital or place of confinement, and such person shall not
be taken therefrom, pending the inquiry, exc cpt by special

order of the judge issuing the commission.
Section 5. The commissioners shall report the facts

bearing upon the petition, together with their opinion of the
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