




















-courtesy Spaulding Memorial School, Townsend.

“If you’re not part of the solu-
tion, you're part of the pollution,”
was the snappy title of an environ-
mental pamphlet prepared and dis-
tributed house to house by 80 stu-
dents at Hamilton-Wenham Region-
al High School.

Featured in the pamphlet were
quotes from great conservationists,
poems and facts about the environ-
ment, laundry tips to housewives,
and 45 suggestions as to “what you
can do” to rescue the land we live
in.

-information provided by
Walter A. Tompkins, Hamilton-Wenham
Regional High School, Hamilton

Starting in March, sixth and sev-
enth-grade students at the Sylvester
School in Hanover participated in a
conservation ‘“‘mini-course” under
the direction of faculty member
David Casoni.

Meeting twice a week until the
close of school, the pupils worked
on field projects which included
making soil and water tests and ob-
servations as well as helping to de-
velop the School Department’s out-
door nature site.
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Interest evidenced by students
has led to the establishment of a
local ecology curriculum committee.

-information provided by
Philip J. O'Neil, Sylvester School, Hanover

Young scientists at Marlboro
High School took a technical ap-
proach to Earth Day getting down
to basics with a Hach Water Analy-
sis Kit. Bioassays on local water
systems included counts in coliform,
fecal strep, BOD (biochemical oxy-
gen demand) and DO (dissolved
oxygen).

-information provided by
Edward J. Clancy, Marlboro High School

Lexington’s Harrington School
has extended itsenvironmental
study program to include “Pollu-
tion,” a course originally developed
by the Hamilton, Ontario Public
School System. At present six class-
es are making litter surveys, burning
sample bits of litter, burying trash
and recording rates of deterioration,
and conducting a number of other
tests to determine how Man affects
the environment.

-information provided by
John E. Jacobus, Harrington School. lLex-
ington

Following their Earth Day assem-
bly, students at Lawrence High in
Falmouth split into groups of 20
and, for the balance of the day, dis-
cussed environmental problems and
possible solutions with representa-
tives from the Oceanographic Insti-
tute and the Department of Agricul-
ture.

-information provided by
R.B. Marshall. Lawrence High, Falmouth
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out of five. This apparently is par
for the course. Shad have butter-soft
mouths and keeping them on, espe-
cially in wrenching current, takes
real finesse.

The shad fights like a juiced-up
jack crevalle, wedging every square
millimeter of his broad side between
you and the current. Usually, he just
slugs it out, occasionally sounding
or making long, determined runs.
But everything about a shad is un-
predictable and sometimes one will
jump or take off across the water on
his side like a runaway surfboard.
One fish I hooked leaped high out of
the river and, shaking like his
warm-water cousin, the tarpon, sent
the dart whistling back at my head.

Four-year-old males and five-
year-old females ascend the rivers in
the spring when the water warms to
about 41°. In Massachusetts, the
run usually begins in the second
week of May and continues through
the end of June. After open water
spawning, fertilized eggs are swept
downstream, bouncing along the
bottom until they at last lodge in
crevices. The few eggs that manage
to survive predation usually hatch in
four to six days. The larvae absorb
their yolk sacs in about a week and
immediately begin to feed on plank-
ton. They spend the summer in the
river growing rapidly, then migrate
to the sea and the cycle begins
anew.

Shad don’t feed in fresh water but
they’ll hit a small, bright lure (if it’s
not too busy) for the same reason an
Atlantic salmon hits a fly — “pure
cussedness.” During the run, most
sporting goods stores carry ‘“‘shad
darts” and if you're spinning, these
are the best medicine.

If you happen to be a fly-rod ad-
dict, choose a stiff-action stick, pref-
erably over seven and a half feet,
with a heavy duty reel, fast-sinking
line and plenty of backing. Small,
gaudy trout streamers like the Mick-
ey Finn or Parmacheene Belle are
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real poison. Cast 45° to upcurrent
and retrieve the line slowly, in short
sweeps as it drifts downstream. If
the current’s fast, as we found it to
be, lures and flies can be weighted
and simply trailed behind the boat.

If you’re a gourmet, shad fishing
will be time well spent. Fried shad
is delicious, but riddled with tiny
bones. However, if you’ve had any
experience with perch or pickerel
you shouldn’t have any trouble pick-
ing your way through. Shad roe is a
real delicacy and, in most fish mar-
kets, it’s more expensive than lob-
ster. My six-pound female provided
me with about half a pound — more
than I was able to eat at one sitting.

The shad has suffered along with
other fish on the long, mad march of
“progress.” However, because it
spawns in open water and is rela-
tively tolerant of pollution, it has
not been as severely affected as oth-
er species. Early dams reduced the
fishery drastically and most restora-
tion efforts failed until 1955, when
the Holyoke Water Power Company
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice developed a fish lift that carried
a few shad over the 80-foot dam in

-style. However, research has indi-

cated that the device is only partial-
ly successful.

The biggest factor in the restora-
tion program has been the joint ef-
forts of the members of Committees
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Like what you read?
Become a subscriber!

Massachusetts Wildlife magazine is a quarterly publication packed with
award-winning articles and photos on the environment, conservation, fishing,
hunting, natural history and just about everything relating to the outdoors in
Massachusetts.

Subscribe online through our licensing system: mass.gov/massfishhunt or mail
subscription requests to:

Magazine Subscription
Division of Fisheries & Wildlife
251 Causeway St, (9th floor)
Boston, MA 02114

Please include the following with mailed subscription requests:

1. The name and mailing address of the subscriber.

2. A check payable to Massachusetts Wildlife Magazine. You will be billed if a
check does not accompany your request. We cannot accept credit card pay-
ments by mail.

1 year subscription (4 issues) $6.00
2 year subscription (8 issues) $10.00
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