ADVISORY BOARD

NEWS & NOTES

Joe Foti Sworn In

7th Term on the Board of Directors

On September 20, Joe Foti was sworn in by Governor Baker to serve his seventh term
representing the Advisory Board on the MWRA Board of Directors. Thank you, Joe, for

making sure communities' voices are heard. We appreciate your service.



Operations Committee Meeting

October 1 in Burlington

o \\9 Overview of Partial Sewer
W Separation

The City of Cambidge is requesfing MWRA's suppard and approval for parfiol sewer separation fo support
improved water quality in our teceiving waters through confinued sewer separation in the City of Cambridge.
This request will reduce stormmwater going 10 the MWRA system and Is for combined sewer areas only.

Confinved sewer separation i cifical fo the MWRA meeting the Long Tetm Conlrol Plan and confinuing o
improve the level of CSO. however, sewer sspcluhon cannot continue without considering and mifigating the
water quality impacts of sending to the ing walers.

Working fogether we can develop designs that meet both CSO and water quality (phosphorous) controls.

These projechs significanty benefit
the MWRA by reducing flows fo the
system and reducing CSO
activations and volumes, These - y i
projects are being implemented ot

10 cost fo the MWRA and wil result ‘“"L ‘ <2
in @ better perlarming MWRA
systom for all communities.

The next Operations Committee meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 1, 2019,
at 10:00 AM at the Grand View Farm Conference Room, 55 Center Street,
Burlington, MA 01803. This meeting will continue the discussion on understanding
the MWRA's wastewater system as it relates to stormwater and the MWRA system.
There will be a presentation from the City of Cambridge to provide an overview of their
request for partial sewer separation. A copy of their presentation is available on the

Advisory Board website. Please let us know if you have any questions. We hope to

see you on the 1st.

FY20 Challenges
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An Advisory Board Perspective

FY20 Advisory Board Preview
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At the Advisory Board meeting earlier in September, Advisory Board staff outlined

some of the challenges facing both the Authority and the Advisory Board in FY20.

On the water side:

e The Advisory Board raised concerns regarding the inability of DCR's Division of
Water Supply Protection to hire staff.

o Staff talked about the need to reconvene a task force to develop a plan to sell
more water.

e Staff highlighted how FY20 will be a critical year for the tunnel redundancy

program with preliminary design contracts being awarded.

On the wastewater side:

o Staff outlined upcoming MS4 permit requirements, along with the MWRA's role
in stormwater.

e With the next contract coming in first quarter of FY21, staff discussed potential
concerns regarding the beneficial reuse of pellets, particularly as the PFAS

issue looms.

Regarding rates:
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o Rates management continues to be the number one job for the Advisory Board.
e Staff outlined how to achieve "2.4 by '24."
e FY20 brings potentially significant increases to pension costs and for the cross-

harbor electric cable.

Award-Winning Drinking Water

MWRA Wins Again
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At the New England Water Works Association Annual Conference this month, MWRA

was named as having "New England's Best Drinking Water" in the taste test for 2019.



https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__mwraadvisoryboard.us20.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D8e16c2297adfae99ce4d51e52-26id-3D94d4ef3b53-26e-3Dd87fcbc911&d=DwMFaQ&c=lDF7oMaPKXpkYvev9V-fVahWL0QWnGCCAfCDz1Bns_w&r=mlpT87buHR6nwB9jaa_OAwtqI9NSGkvy8V6muBO7ci4&m=Y_EYaHZtDuKaSsh-rYYZxdIJ8OIIA2gDs5r9rp5A0fg&s=3oXKjsANCelaCZqf31BEMk-W-T5pM6DIt_Bb-nUrOz0&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__mwraadvisoryboard.us20.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D8e16c2297adfae99ce4d51e52-26id-3D20edf22ce2-26e-3Dd87fcbc911&d=DwMFaQ&c=lDF7oMaPKXpkYvev9V-fVahWL0QWnGCCAfCDz1Bns_w&r=mlpT87buHR6nwB9jaa_OAwtqI9NSGkvy8V6muBO7ci4&m=Y_EYaHZtDuKaSsh-rYYZxdIJ8OIIA2gDs5r9rp5A0fg&s=qcgJLLK3RS8B1QWI37R3uC9fiGFLEbdL_70Sb1YWguU&e=

Congratulations to the Authority on this honor, the third time they have won since
2011.

Board of Directors Meeting Highlights

Focusing on Debt Service

MWRA Board of Directors Meeting
September 18, 2019
Voting Summary Sheet
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At the September MWRA Board of Directors meeting, the Board voted on two

proposals to assist the MWRA in achieving the Advisory Board's mantra of "2.4 by '24."
The first was the defeasance of an additional $10.6 million to reduce future year rate
increases. This will reduce debt service in the next three years by these amounts:
FY21: $505,750 | FY22: $3,505,750 | FY23: 7,470,750
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A second authorization allows MWRA to issue up to $625 million in MWRA taxable
and tax-exempt general revenue bonds and general revenue refunding bonds. Matt
Horan, MWRA Treasurer, stated that over the last several months, global market
conditions have resulted in downward pressure on long-term interest rates. The
compression in the taxable and tax-exempt markets have resulted in historically low
yields.

MWRA expects to benefit from the market conditions and the proposed refundings
could save the Authority over $84 million from FY20 to FY42. The Advisory Board
applauds MWRA staff for their efforts in reducing further debt.

Upcoming Events

For the Month of October

October 1 | 10:00 AM
Operations Committee Meeting in Burlington

October 3 | 10:00 AM
OMSAP Meeting in Scituate

October 4 | 1:00 PM

Water Infrastructure Alliance Meeting in Boston

October 14 | office closed

Columbus Day

October 16 | 10:00 AM
MWRA Board of Directors Meeting in MWRA Board Room
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MWRA Advisory Board - 100 1st Ave Bldg 39 - 4th Floor - Boston, MA 02129-2043 - USA
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