





IMEMBER the old days when a man could sit down
at his bench and create with his hands, patiently breath-
ing life into the inanimate and then, with an idea taken
shape before him, sit back and say, this is part of me?

Today, in our panic-paced assembly line of living,
there is little time for craft. We have swapped our souls
for security and stand contented in our stalls, cows
waiting to be milked. Our masters are the computers —
painfully precise, metallic morons with high-voltage
egos and stubborn streaks longer than their wire coils.
If a computer decides that your name should be John
Paulson instead of Paul Johnson or if it insists, over
cancelled check, that you have failed to pay a twice-
paid gas bill, no force on Earth will change its mind.

Reflecting on such “wonders” of modern technology,
one grows morose. But, the other side of the coin,
though not bright, is at least less dark. If we try, we
can cheer ourselves with the resigned optimism of a
“Mr. In-Between,” for the good things in life have not
vanished; they’ve simply thinned out a little.

We find ourselves caught up in the ‘“although . . .
there is still” syndrome. Example: Although trout habi-
tat is deteriorating, there is still trout fishing to be had.
Although the bald eagle is on its deathbed as a species,
there is still the possibility, however remote, of seeing
an eagle, somewhere.

Artisans, like trout and eagles, are still with us, but
you have to look harder for them now, and when you
find them you appreciate them that much more. You
still run across men like Ed Shaw and Sewell Dunton
from time to time. Watch them at their work — master
craftsmen, still creating with their hands, still clinging
with old fingers, to their dying art.

— T.W.
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) Shaw, master taxidermist and
tong-time friend of the Division, has
volunteered to mount specimens of
every legally-harvestable waterfowl
in the state, as a donation to our
museum. The gift, which will even-
tually include over 70 individual
mounts, will come as an important
step in the Division’s effort to ex-
pand its native wildlife displays.

Ed started his career more than
50 years ago, as a Chelsea school-
boy, working nights for the old M.
Abbott Fraser Company — a furrier-
taxidermy concern, considered at
the time to be the best in the coun-
try. He learned from the experts.
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always alert, always taking note of
their thousand little tricks.

In 1923, he graduated from high
school and went to work for the
Fraser company as a full-time ap-
prentice. Nine years later he was on
his own, an experienced craftsman
on his way to a brilliant career.

We made Ed’s acquaintance at
the Boston Sportsman’s Show many
years ago. Ed first attended the
show in 1932. Since that time, he
has displayed his work annually, the
only exception being the two war
years — 43 and '44.

It was also at the Sportsman’s
Show that Ed met Mr. Benson,
founder of Benson’s Wild Animal
Farm, and the late Dr. John C. Phil-
lips (for whom our Phillips Wildlife
Lab, now called Westboro Field
Headquarters, was named). Phillips,
one of the most colorful outdoor
figures in the state’s history and
perhaps the first big-time conserva-
tionist in New England, led the fight
to save the heath hen, and donated
the original land for the Boxford
Sanctuary in 1922, Today, there are
few hunters who are not conserva-
tionists, but sadly, with the general
public’s faulty knowledge of popula-
tion dynamics — as exhibited in our
own population as well as in our
sometimes emotional approach to
the cold facts of biology — many
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each with a black placard bearing
the name of one of the 150-odd spe-
cies that have ceased to exist as a
direct or indirect result of man’s ac-
tivities during the last two centuries.
-information provided by

Charics Pope and Michael Pclle, Monument

Mountain Regional High, Great Barrington

Earth Day at William Diamond
Junior High was sponsored by the
Forestry and Conservation Club,
social studies classes and Science
Department. High points in the pro-
gram were a publicity campaign, a
Clean-up and a school assembly.

-information provided by . .
William Diamond Junior High, Lexington

Twenty-three third graders at
Bourne Schools were the first stu-
dents to enjoy a post Earth Day
course at the town’s new Frank
Leary Conservation Site, a 14-acre
outdoor classroom purchased for
that purpose by the Bourne Conser-
vation Commission. Principal nego-
tiators were Paul Innis, Ronald
Haley and Assistant Director of
Fish and Game, Russell Cooking-
ham.

-Among the many plants previous-
ly tagged with numbers were: red
oak, wild strawberry, birch, pitch
pine, wild cherry, Japanese quince,
violets, cedar, locust, honeysuckle,
white lilac, hemlock and maple.

Under the supervision of science
teacher Paul Innis (former Conser-
vation Commission member), and
third grade teacher Mrs. Jean Hol-
land, the children attempted to iden-
tify tagged plants, then checked
their botanical 1.Q.s on answer
sheets.

-information provided by
Paul Innis, ¢/fo Supt. of Schools. Bourne

Two murals were designed by
two second grade classes at Nor-
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well’s G.F. Cole School — one de-
picting an “Earth Without Pollu-
tion,” the other “Earth Today.”

Other activities included a trip to
the New England Aquarium and a
backyard trash patrol.

According to Principal Walter H.
Kaetzer, the children “did an ex-
tremely good job of taking the mes-
sage home and extending their sense
of responsibility to their parents.”
-information provided by

Walter H. Kaetzer, G.F. Cole School, Nor-
well

Students of Attleboro’s Bliss
School took an artistic approach to
Earth Day by displaying exhibits of
appropriate paintings throughout
the school building.

-information provided by
James Q. Calista, Bliss School, Attleboro

Andover High students worked
side by side with faculty members
and a local conservation group to
give the Shawsheen River a thor-
ough face-lifting.

A slide show and environmental
films were made by students and are
now available for private organiza-
tions.

-information provided by

Hartley Pcakes, Andover High School,
Andover

At Winthrop’s E.B. Newton
School, one science class conducted
detailed experiments in an effort to
study the principles of erosion. The
class recorded the effects of water
flowing down a hillside (with and
without trees), builtadam with
milk cartons and studied the effects
of contour plowing.

-information provided by

Arthur T. Cumimings, E.B. Newton School,
Winthrop

(Continued on Page 13)
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(Continued from Page 7)

Earth Day activity at the Hollis-
ton Middle School, involved two
major projects. Under the direction
of the art teachers, fifth and sixth
grade students painted posters em-
phasizing the necessity of waiting
until the opening day of fishing sea-
son.

And, on Saturday, May 9, sixty
eighth graders, in cooperation with
the town highway department,
cleaned the shore and surrounding
park areas of Holliston’s two beach
facilities on Lake Winthrop.

-information provided hsy
Holliston Middle School, Holliston

Tom MacDonald, Esten Elemen-
tary School teacher and Science Co-
ordinator for the Rockland Gram-
mar Schools, rallied the town’s
youth together and led them on a
nearly impossible campaign to
change the town dump into an 18-
acre nature park.

If you've ever scuffled through
the beer cans of Hartsuff Park or
tripped over the rusty skeletons of
abandoned automobiles, walk that
route again. It’s changed a little.
What was once an outdoor restroom
has been miraculously transformed
to a nature museum with a zoo of
domestic animals behind it. The
junk has disappeared and in its place
is the town’s only swimming facility.
Two nature trails wind through a
mixed stand of cedars, pines, birth,
and maples and “wildflowers are
everywhere.” That’s “progress” —
in its real sense.

-information provided by
Esten School, Roc kl wnd

The TFFuture Farmers of America
(FFA Chapter) at Silver Lake Re-
gional Vocational High School in
Kingston sponsored a Teach-In that
was two months in the making. Invi-
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tations went out to town officials,
Fire Chiefs, Natural Resource offi-
cers, U.S. Game Management
agents, educators and private citi-
Zens.

The Teach-In itself examined
every aspect of environmental dam-
age through the specialized lens of a
particular study. For example, biol-
ogy students took a look at popula-
tion dynamics while physics classes
weighed the pros and cons of nu-
clear energy as a power source.
Other academic-environmental
combos were: chemistry — air pollu-
tion; Earth science — effects of min-
ing on the environment; American
history — development of the fron-
tier ethic; world history a survey
of land abuse through the ages; home
economics — the consumer and the
throw-away culture; psychology —
stress and overcrowding; math — the
role of statistics in population pro-

jections; and music — noise pollu-
tion.
-information provided by

FFA Chapter, Silver Lake Regional Voca-
tional High School, Kingsion

In the Shrewsbury school system,
one enterprising seventh grade class
formed an organization called the
Junior Campaign on the Conserva-
tion of Wildlife. Disgusted by man-
kind's unrelenting harassment of the
timber wolf, the group circulated a
petition across the country, then
sent it to President Nixon.

After collecting information from
magazines, Senators, Governors and
conservation  organizations, the
group prepared and distributed
pamphlets and spoke over the local
radio station in defense of one of
the noblest animals in North Ameri-
ca.

-information provided by
Shrewsbury School System, Shrewsbury
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Like what you read?
Become a subscriber!

Massachusetts Wildlife magazine is a quarterly publication packed with
award-winning articles and photos on the environment, conservation, fishing,
hunting, natural history and just about everything relating to the outdoors in
Massachusetts.

Subscribe online through our licensing system: mass.gov/massfishhunt or mail
subscription requests to:

Magazine Subscription
Division of Fisheries & Wildlife
251 Causeway St, (9th floor)
Boston, MA 02114

Please include the following with mailed subscription requests:

1. The name and mailing address of the subscriber.

2. A check payable to Massachusetts Wildlife Magazine. You will be billed if a
check does not accompany your request. We cannot accept credit card pay-
ments by mail.

1 year subscription (4 issues) $6.00
2 year subscription (8 issues) $10.00



	extract_masswildlife_1970_nov-dec_editorial_the-good-things-in-life
	extract_masswildlife_1970_nov-dec_e-b-shaw-taxidermist_taxidermy
	extract_masswildlife_1970_nov-dec_earth-day-honor-roll
	extract_masswildlife_1970_nov-dec_the-lost-art_split-bamboo-rods_fishing
	extract_masswildlife_1970_nov-dec_earth-day-honor-roll
	extract_masswildlife_1970_nov-dec_the-strangest-sport-afloat_airboat-banding-ducks
	extract_masswildlife_1970_nov-dec_wildlife-crossword
	extract_masswildlife_1970_nov-dec_man-in-the-balance
	1970-nov-dec_masswildlife_cover-back_archery-stamp-competition



