


COMMONLY ASKED
QUESTIONS:

O. AS A HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE STUDENT,
MUST I SERVE AS A JUROR?

A. Every U.S. citizen I 8 years of age or
OLDER WHO IS A MASSACHUSETTS RESIDENT OR AN
INHABITANT FOR MORE THAN 50% OF THE TIME IS

ELIGIBLE TO SERVE AS A JUROR.

O. BUT I AM FROM OUT OF STATE.

A. If you are a resident of another state but
a student at a massachusetts college, you
are an inhabitant for more than 50% of the
year and therefore eligible to serve as a
juror in Massachusetts.

o. i am a resident of massachusetts, but
attend and reside at school in a different

Massachusetts county. In which county
am i eligible to serve jury duty?

a. you are eligible to be summonsed to serve

in either county. however, if you are

summonsed and serve jury duty in one
county, you are disqualified from serving in

the other.



O. AS A STUDENT, IT WOULD BE A HARDSHIP FOR

ME TO SERVE BECAUSE I WOULD MISS CLASSES

OR EXAMS. CAN I BE EXCUSED FROM SERVING

BECAUSE OF THIS?

A. Only a judge may excuse you from juror
SERVICE FOR A HARDSHIP. YOU MUST REPORT TO

THE COURTHOUSE ON THE SCHEDULED DATE OF
YOUR SERVICE IF YOU SEEK TO BE EXCUSED FOR

HARDSHIP. When YOU arrive, tell the official

IN the jury pool your problem, and that

person will arrange to have you see A JUDGE.

0. ON THE DAY I AM SCHEDULED TO APPEAR, I

HAVE A VERY IMPORTANT CLASS, LECTURE, OR
EXAM THAT I CANNOT MISS. WHAT CAN I DO?

A. Every person summonsed has the privilege

of asking for and receiving one
postponement. You may request a different

date on the juror confirmation form that is in

your summons package, or you may call our
Juror Information Line at I -800-843-5879
( I -800-THE-JURY). If you are hearing

IMPAIRED, YOU MAY CONTACT US VIA OUR TTY LlNE

at I -800-328-3202 . Both lines are
available from 9AM to 4:30PM, Monday
through Friday.

O. The courthouse you have assigned me to
IS QUITE A DISTANCE AWAY FROM WHERE I LIVE.

I HAVE NO CAR AND THERE IS NO PUBLIC

TRANSPORTATION AVAILABLE. WHAT CAN I DO?

A. If you have such a hardship, you may
request a hardship transfer to a closer
courthouse in the same county if one is

available. you may request a hardship
transfer by providing details of the hardship
on the Juror Confirmation Form that is in your
summons package or you may call our juror
Information Line at I -800-843-5879 ( I

-800-

TH E-JURY). If you are hearing impaired, you
may contact us via our tty llne at i

"800"

328-3202. Both lines are available from
9AM to 4:30PM. Please note that those
PEOPLE SUMMONSED FOR GRAND JURY SERVICE DO
NOT HAVE THE OPTION TO TRANSFER AS THERE IS



ONLY ONE GRAND JURY SESSION IN EACH COUNTY.

O. Will I be compensated for performing
jury service?

a. if you are employed, then during the
first 3 days or part thereof that you serve,

your employer is obligated to pay you as if

you had worked your assigned hours. from
the 4th day onward, the commonwealth will

pay you $50 per day. all employees be
they full-time, part-time, temporary, or
casual employees must be compensated by

their employers for regular work hours
missed as a result of performing juror
service . Failure of employers to comply is

a criminal offense.

if you are unemployed, you must

compensate yourself. when you appear to

serve, you may apply to have your
transportation and/or childcare costs re-

imbursed to you for the first 3 days of your
service. Please note that such compensation

cannot exceed $50 per day.

Q. HOW LONG WILL I SERVE?

A. Most jurors complete their service in

THREE DAYS OR LESS; ABOUT 85 PERCENT ARE

FINISHED IN ONE DAY.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND A DETAILED

EXPLANATION OF HOW THE JURY SYSTEM

WORKS IN THE COMMONWEALTH, PLEASE

REFER TO OUR TRIAL JUROR'S HANDBOOK.



The Juro

I -800-THE-JURY
( I
-800-843-5879)

Hearing Impaired:

TTY =
I -800-328-3202

THESE LINES ARE A VAILABLE
MONDAY—FRIDAY
9AM—4:30PM

Both of the above numbers are

accessible only when calling from within

Massachusetts .

FAX:

I -6 I 7-422-5869

Address all correspondence to:

OFFICE OF JURY COMMISSIONER

560 Harrison Avenue suite 600
BOSTON MA 02 I I 8-2447

Many courthouses are

WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE.
Look for the wheelchair symbol

next to the courthouse name on

our forms.

© I 996 Office of Jury Commissioner

For the Commonwealth
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