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You'll probably wonder why I'm 
writing this instead of waiting until 
you get back from your camping 
trip in the Tetons, but I know a 
couple of places you'll be close to a 
postoffice and I'm sure you'll check 
your mail , if only to keep up on the 
doings on your home farm. Farmers 
like you depend on a lot of things to 
produce agricultural products -
things like soi l, water, good markets, 
and people - and people like us sure 
depend on you farmers to keep us 
supplied with food. 

So while you're having a ball out 
there in the woods I know you 
won't forget the home place and will 
keep close tabs on it ... which brings 
up the whole idea of thi s letter. 
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Letter To 
A Landowner 

UNDfR PEN AL TY j or TH[ LAW 
- - //{ 

When you got up at the meeting 
last week and spoke out for the idea 
of closing the whole town to hunting, 
a lot of folks in the audience sure 
agreed with you. More than one 
perfectly sincere citizen got up on 
his hind legs and sounded off. While 
most of their arguments seemed to 
be a li st of complaints against the 
lunatic fringe apparent in just about 
any group of people who are deeply 
interested in any particular activity, 
it seemed to me that basically they 
reflected a pretty generally held con­
ception of what hunting is-a con­
cept held by people who don't hunt, 
that is. 

There were a few phrases like 
"blood-sports", "killers of wildlife", 
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"dangerous trespassers," "thrill of 
killing ," etc. , and one guy even hint­
ed darkly th a t th e r e might b e a 
mighty thin line between men who 
would kill animals and men who kill 
people. But I think basically there 
wasn't any real animosity, only a 
dislike of hunting stemming from 
lack of an accurate conception of 
what hunting is, perhaps best illus­
trated by the fellow who got up and 
said, "I 'm for conservati on , you all 
kn ow tha.t , but what in tunket does 
hunting have to do with conserva­
t ion:- '' 

Seems to me thi s chap cheri shed a 
mi sco nception of con se r vat ion as 
well as a misconception of hunting! 

}-:le obviously still thinks of con­
servat ion in the same sen se with 
preservat ion - if we just set aside 
land fo rever. don't let anybody re­
move anyth ing. fl ora or fauna , iro111 
it. ll'e'II be conservationists. I can 
11·e ll remember years ago when as a 
sc hoo l-kid ea rning date-111011ey I 
ll'Orked for you by th inning li tt le 
g reen apples . I guess the idea was 
if 11-c pi cked and threw away a cer­
tain number of green apples, the ones 
left <, n the limb would grow a bigger, 
ha1·e a better shape, ripen evenly, 
and bring bette r prices on the mar­
ket. 1 t mu st have worked: you cer­
tainly had en ough kids doing the 
t hinn in g . Your t ree s eas ily mu s t 
ha 1·e produced a lo t more little apples 
than there was room for good , per­
fect ones to grow to maturity. I un­
derstand now there's new, scientific 
methods fo r keeping the crop within 
reason so's every apple will be as 
near perfect as science, the far mer, 
and God can make it - but I suspect 
th e idea of controll ing the product is 
st ill valid . 

You and I know the same idea's 
true in most th ings that grow on the 
land. Every farmer knows he's got 
to th in his carrots and beets, he's got 
to space out hi s seeds, he can put 
only so many chickens, sheep, cattle, 
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pigs, or whatever, in a given area on 
a given amount of feed. 

If you've read this far, I'd like 
you to ask yourself, "Is wildlife any 
different?" 

Like apples, carrots, beets, and all 
livestock, wild life also has to have 
room to live. That's why ecologists 
tell us that maintenance of habitat 
is the key to conservation of ani­
mals . I'm no ecologist, or biologist 
either, just a fellow that's politely 
called a journali st (and impolitely 
called a lot of other things), but even 
[ can see the sense in thi s emphasis 
on habitat. The only trouble is that 
maintaining or imp rov ing habitat 
alone is not enough. Besides being 
astronomically expensive, and im­
practical because most of the habitat 
is owned by private landowners, it' s 
a proble111 breeder. Let's suppose 
you fertilized your trees, pruned 'em 
hack, sprayed the bugs, and g rew a 
bumper crop every year - maybe 
even planted more trees . . . then 
never thinned the crop, maybe never 
even harvested it. \,Vould that be 
conservat ion? 

A pplying the same reasoning to 
app les that some of the folks at that 
mee ting applied to wildlife ( "Let's 
prese rve 'em because they look so 
pretty" ) would be mighty wasteful , 
would n 't it? 

R igh t off I can hear you saying, 
' 'l3ut apples are a crop !" Certainly 
they a re. A nd so is wildli fe . N atu re 
produces a crop of new an im a ls 
every breeding season, right on top 
of the best habitat of the year. Lush 
spring and su mmer growth, with 
fa ll ' s crop of seeds and fruits, helps 
'em to grow big and lu sty - and 
then along comes winter. Don't have 
.to tell you about New E ngland win­
ters and what a tough tim e any ani ­
mal on the loose has just surviving. 
A nd that ' s what happens to most of 
that annual crop of wi ldli fe . O ne re­
search study showed that nearly half 
of the population of ru ffed grouse 
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dies every year, and in Massachu­
set,ts not more than 11 percent of 
those that die are killed by hunters 
to provide some healthy outdoor 
spor,t and grace some housewife's 
table. The rest were kind of wasted, 
weren't they? 

A Michigan study compared 
grouse populations on a sanctuary 
where no hunting was allowed with 
the population on a heavily hunted 
area. There wasn't any difference 
worth mentioning. 

As a fruit grower you've had some 
experience with deer. They do like 
those tender little twigs on the end 
of apple tree limbs. Best of all they 
like a new tree that's recently been 
set out. Deer are one of the critters 
that, being big, don't fall prey to the 
natural predators we have in Massa­
chusetts, and unless the habitat is 
really in a deplorable state they don't 
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Wildlife is a product of 
the ]and, as are toma­
toes, hay, apples, and a 
host of other things. 
Like these other crops, 
there is also a wildlife 
surplus which should be 
harvested rather than 
wasted, and the on]y 
means of accomplishing 
this is through ]ega] 
hu~ting 

die of starvation very readily. But 
they can and have, in some states 
where they've been protected long 
enough to the point there are so 
many deer that they' re a costly nui­
sance to farmers, even a highway 
menace, and have literally eaten 
themselves out of house and home. 

Then starvation, disease, and 
slow, lingering death step in, and 
neither the deer herd nor the habitat 
recovers from the damage done to 
them by protection. This can hap­
pen to rabbits, and some other spe­
cies, too. 

Fact is, Bab, hunting by legal 
means, under control of the state 
agencies specifically equipped with 
staffs trained in modern wildlife 
management, is just about the only 
tool we poor humans have to keep 
wildlife populations and their habitat 
in balance to the benefit of both -
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and so that both folks who hunt and 
folks who don't will continue to be 
able to enjoy wildlife. 

When you advocate prohibiting 
hunting, or restricting it beyond the 
wise limitations already placed on 
hunting by the trained men in the 
state wildlife agencies, you don't do 
wildlife any favors . Instead, you set 
up a fatal chain of events that does 
just the opposite. So you see, hunt­
ing does have something to do with 
conservation. Besides being the one 
tool man has to control wildlife pop­
ulations to protect themselves and 
the habitat, it's also part of ,that 
"wise use" portion of the definition 
of conservation. Conservation is 
wise use - not disuse, misuse, or 
abuse. Letting the crows and rats 
clean up the carcasses of wildlife that 
died from man's neglect and well-in­
tentioned but misdirected prohibi­
tion of hunting is hardly wise use, is 
it? 

If you read this letter while sitting 
around your campfire out in those 
beautiful mountains, take a good 
look around. As you have your eve­
ning cup of coffee or a last smoke, 
reflect on why you are there. You're 
enjoying the outdoors in your favor­
ite way - for much of the same rea­
sons a sportsman hunts or fishes . 
Your favorite outdoor skill which 
calls you to the woods may be camp­
ing, skiing, canoeing, horseback rid­
ing or just plain sightseeing, but it's 
no more valid, honorable or deserv­
ing than the favorite outdoor skill of 
25 ,000,000 other Americans - hunt­
ing. 

Very few of them would fight to 
relieve you of your privilege to en­
joy the outdoors in your own way. 
Why not be sportsman enough your­
self to return this favor? 

And please remember, a lot of 
them can't afford to go to the Grand 
Tetons for their outdoor fun - they 
have to get it close to home, perhaps 
even in our town. 

These metal signs may be seen in many towns and 
cities of the Commonwealth. Heavy paper safety­
zone posters for marking a 500 foot boundary from 
dwellings in use are available to any landowner de­
siring a reasonable amount upon request to Fish 

and Game Field Hq., Westboro, Mass. 



B AcK to those chilling remarks 
some of the folks made about hunt­
ers-it's typical of people who don't 
know the facts, or lack a charitable 
attitude, to paint a whole group with 
the same brush because of the real or 
imagined antics of a minority. Just 
because the head-shrinkers tell us 
that one person in every ten will 
have a nervous breakdown doesn't 
mean the other nine should start 
hunting for a padded cell, too. 

Maybe if more people enjoyed 
God's outdoors like you and I do, 
even in different ways, there would 
be fewer nervous breakdowns. So 
why not enjoy and conserve what 
we've got, together? 

Yours for real conservation, 
Red 

P.S. If your neighbors are still 
scared of hunters, tell 'em the state­
enforced safety zone law already 
protects 'em. All most hunters need 
is a gentle reminder, like our free 
safe ty zone poster, to tell them 
they're getting too close to the build­
ings. And you might be interested 
to know that a town ordinance will 
not be enforced by the state; if en­
forced at all, ( which it often isn't in 
some towns), it requires additional 
town police at added cost to the tax­
payers. And as for the safety of 
hunting itself - remember that in­
surance companies rate it as a risk 
about 17th among participant 
sports ; lower than ball games, swim­
ming, boating, skiing, and a lot of 
others. In fact, the fatality rate for 
firearms deaths from all causes (po­
lice action, murder, suicide, and ac­
cidents in the home included) is 1.4 
per 100,000 people, slightly above 
the 1.2 fatalities per 100,000 from 
choking on food. Have a good din­
ner! 
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CL UBS OR PUBS? 
by Red Chaplin 

() RGANIZED sportsmen's groups 
furoughout the Commonwealth are 
as num erous a nd varied in size, 
scope, energy, and purpose as ants 
in an anthill, it seems. They range 
from active, well-informed groups to 
ones apparently without interest in 
much of anything except "what's in 
it for us ?" 

Looking at ,things -statewide, it's 
obvious that many sportsmen's clubs 
in Massa~husetts are sadly in need 
of rejuvenation. In the last ten or 
twelve years, there's been a notice­
able slipping. Where most clubs ten 

Page 6 

years ago were active, growing, and 
fi lled with missionary zeal to ac­
complish great things for hunting 
and fishing, today many of them 
have relaxed into ( 1) social organi­
zations, (2) Sunday bar-rooms, or 
( 3) selfish special-interest groups. 

Now I know this doesn't apply to 
your particular club. Your group of 
lively outdoorsmen is dedicated to 
conservation of natural resources, 
meets regularly every month, always 
has a good turn-out, spends most of 
its money on worthwhile projects 
like habitat improvement, sponsors 
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at least two boys every year to the 
State Conservation Camp, has an ac­
tive program for improving relations 
between sportsmen and landowners 
in your area, always appears in force 
to help the Division with fish or 
game management projects in your 
area, works directly with the 4-H, 
Boy Scouts, schools, and other youth 
services in town to develop young­
s,ters with an appreciation for the 
outdoors and an understanding of 
the importance of wise use of natural 
resources, has a live-wire junior club 
of its own, makes its grounds and 
ranges available to other organiza­
tions not so abundantly endowed, 
sends an alert, active delegate to the 
County League or the Federation 
every month ( who is required to re­
port back in detail to the club on 
everything that took place) always 
backs up or maybe even sponsors 
sound conservation legislation, and 
battles like the dickens to defeat un­
sound proposals. And when you 
might disagree with some proposal 
of the Division's, your members al­
ways strive earnestly to thoroughly 
understand both sides nf the coin, 
and then always act in the best in­
terest of the majority of sportsmen 
in the state. And sometimes your 
club members will admit that they 
don't know everything about fish 
and game management. 

If your club fits this description 
even half-way, you can pat yourself 
on the back. But don't pat too long, 
- while that hand's busy applying 
congratulations, it's not doing any 
constructive work. 

Of course, few clubs are this 
good. Most are somewhere between 
the three types mentioned earlier, 
and this utopian description. There 
are a pair of groups in central Mas­
sachusetts that illustrate the point. 
On one pond, a local club often has 
a committee present to meet the 
State stocking truck, helps unload 
the fish, opens holes in the ice, shov-

SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER, 1962 

els snow, and serves hot coffee to the 
Division crew. The club members 
always appear happy with the size 
and number of fish. The next stop 
for the truck is an adjoining pond, 
where the schedule calls for stocking 
about twice as many fish. Another 
delegation meets the truck here also, 
but this group is composed of two 
individuals who regularly complain 
about the size and number of fish, 
stand and watch while the Division 
boys labor, and then annually com­
plete their self-appointed watch-dog 
project by writing a complaining, 
insulting letter to the State House. 

Most clubs seem to slide along 
these days, content merely to exist, 
with an occasional arousing of in­
terest when self-:appointed "protec­
tors of the sportsmen's rights" like 
those just mentioned report that 
"we're being short-changed again". 
This kind of club is usually a rest 
and rum club instead of a rod and 
gun club. 

What the busybody is really re­
porting is that, in his opinion alone, 
his pet area isn't getting enough fi sh 
or birds. What he usually fails to 
realize is that his pet area isn't really 
his personal province, is probably 
getting more than it needs anyway, 
has probably received twice as much 
as he thinks, and if the Division 
were to give everybody like this his 
personal idea of his "fair share", 
everybody would get less because 
there's only so much to go around. 
The Division cannot base its stock­
ing program on this kind of selfish 
squeaking wheel. It has to base fi sh 
and game distribution on the num­
bers available each year, the areas 
available in which to release them, 
and whether such areas are suitable 
for the critters involved and also 
open to all sportsmen. 

Unfortunately, while some 
"sportsmen" ( and I use the term 
loosely) are taking up their club's 
time and energy with this kind of 
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aotivity, hunting and fishing areas 
are disappearing because too few 
clubs have any program in their own 
communities to keep them open. Too 
few clubs make a regular effort to 
improve relations between sports­
men and landowners. Too few clubs 
take an active part in sponsoring 
good legislation, or fighting poor 
proposals. Too few dubs make an 
honest effort to really understand 
which is which. Too few organzia­
tions think of anything or anybody 
but themselves. 

Too many ·of us think only of to­
morrow's creel or bag limit; too few 
of us •think of next year's hunting or 
fishing area. Only a relative handful 
think about conservation of all na­
tural resources, upon which man as 
well as wildlife depends. Too few of 
us look beyond today. 

Where good programs among 
sportsmen's clubs exist, they're usu­
ally the brainchild of, and largely 
done by, a few unselfish, public­
spirited, agressive members, working 
largely without the encouragement 
of the majority of club members. 
Many such we've worked with in 
the past have finally given up. They 
couldn't fight both city hall and 
their own club members without 
support, assistance and ideas from 
some kind of strong, central organi­
zation honestly devoted to furthering 
conservation by every available 
means, and able to act independently 
of political and State administration 
problems. 

Much has been said and written 
about the unity among sportsmen. 
With all due respect to the leaders 
and workers of both the State Coun­
cil of Sportsmen's Clubs and the 
Massachusetts Federation of Sports­
men's Clubs, I suggest that true 
unity among sportsmen will never 
be realized until both groups dis­
solve and reform into one organiza­
tion, retaining the best features of 
both, and financed sufficiently by 
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member clubs to support a full-time 
staff capable of creating and admini­
stering a state-wide program that 
will tie clubs together into an active, 
unified force. 

And if this single state-wide group 
can attract large numbers of present­
ly unaffiliated spor,tsmen either into 
clubs or as individual members, per­
haps on an associate basis, that is so 
much to the good. 

What's wrong with sportsmen's 
clubs today is largely the result of 
fragmentism, lack of a unified effort, 
lack of a directive force, leaving a 
vacuum largely filled with lethargy, 
selfishness, misunderstanding, mis­
directed effort, and rank provincial­
ism. The State Council and the Fed­
eration both have many good points; 
both have done a lot of good, both 
have a lot to offer right now, but 
neither can realize its full potential 
by depending solely on unpaid, vol­
unteer services of people who are 
already busy earning a living. Nor 
can the full potential be realized with 
both groups competing with each 
other. 

Nor can they reach full effective­
ness without the whole-hearted sup­
por•t and earnest cooperation of 
member clubs. And that support 
will not be forthcoming in large 
enough measure, backed up by the 
green stuff that makes programs 
tick, until one group or the other, or 
both in unison, produces a solid, 
truly state-wide program that will 
attract sportsmen, and give them an 
action program they can get their 
teeth into. 

With hunting and fishing con­
stantly under attack by the rank 
preservationists and anti-hunting 
cranks, with home and highway 
building taking more and more hunt­
ing and fishing areas, with anti-gun 
laws being sponsored more and more 
often, it's time we sportsmen buried 
the hatchet and worked together, 
both among ourselves and with other 
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outdoor minded groups even if com­
posed of folks who don't hunt or fish, 
to regain the ground we've lost or at 
least slow the tide. 

11 

Many of the active clubs 
statewide sen'd one or 
two boys like these to 
the Massachusetts Ju­
nior Sportsmen's Con­
servation Camp each 
year. These lads are 
learning about the types 
and importance of soils 
in our state. 

As Ben Franklin said, "We either 
hang together, or we shall hang sep­
aratel y." 

TREES and GAME-Twin Crops 

The Tree Form program of growing trees as a crop holds 
the key to material increases in wildlife resources as well 
as to the notion's wood supply, according to Arthur H . Car­
hart of Denver, well-known outdoor writer and conservation­
ist, author of a new booklet, "Trees and Gome-Twin Crops." 

"Trees and wildlife live together on nearly half a billion 
acres of commercial timberlands in the United States," Car­
hart said in the new publication. "A great many of our ani­
mals and birds require forest environments for food and 
shelter. The value of natural resources lies in making wise 
use of such wealth . Therefore, wise management of timber 
and of game is directed at the production and harvest of 
each as a crop-indeed, they ore twin crops." 

Carhart said well-planned management of timberlands 
means two things of prime interest to sportsmen. First, in 
most instances, it assures high levels of production of both 
wood and wildlife. Second, it is the best prospect of sustained 
yields in both resources. 

Carhart emphasized the importance of keeping wildlife 
populations in balance with the ability of timberlands to 
feed them. He cited several instances of major deer die-offs 
brought on by overpopulated herds. 

Copies of this booklet are available from: American Forest Products Industries, Inc., 
1816 N Street, N .W., Washington 6, D. C . 
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HooDLUMS and trigger-tempered emotionalists have done 
more to promote anti-firearms movements than all other people. 
Their actions, sometimes viewed as a persistent menace to society, 
have prompted legislators at all levels to introduce measures that 
would end this nebulous threat to human welfare by the incom­
prehensible expedient of preventing or making difficult the use of 
firearms by the large number of law abiding citizens that enjoy them 
the most. 

An objective statement on this action-reaction trend is David 
Cort's "Arms And The Man" appearing in The Nation for May 
23, 1959. Cort writes, "The elementary attitude toward ,the U.S. 
Constitution's 'right to bear arms' seems to depend on which end 
of the gun the individual sees himself at. 

"The typical sociologist's attitude toward guns is that they are 
totally a bad thing - he evidently expects to be at the bad end. 

"Probably every state legislature in the country now has some 
bill before it to restrict further the ownership of firearms . .. With 
every respect for the legislators' honorable intentions, it must be 
noted that similar regulations were decreed -by Hitler, Mussolini, 
Franco and, of course, the Communists everywhere. Dictators have 
to know who has the guns. 

"These terrible lessons are not as obsolete as supposed in the 
atomic age. In an atomic war, intelligently conducted to conquer 
something worth having afterward, small units of enemy troops 
would appear suddenly in key areas of the United States. An 
American citizenry with guns at the right time at the right place 
would then be useful. In an atomic war insanely conducted to 
commit world suicide, the survivors with guns would be a few 
criminals (who always have them) who would not scruple to loot 
and spoil the last remnants of civilization . . . Why not let the 
honest heads-of-family have guns, too? 

" ... any fur,ther law restricting ownership of guns should prob­
ably be a well publicized federal law specifically aimed at criminals 
and stolen weapons. Hunting rifles and shotguns should never re­
quire a license or registration. The Founding Fathers believed, 
and I believe today, that an honest, responsible man with a gun is 
a support of the free society." 

Sportsmen are citing a recent statement by President Kennedy 
on the need for a "Nation of Minute Men," patterned after those 
of the American Revolution, and ready to fight and sacrifice to 
keep the country free, as further justification of unobstructed 
private ·ownership and peaceful use of firearms. 

The President said, according to the Associated Press, "Today 
we need a nation of minute men; citizens who are not only prepared 
to take up arms, but citizens who regard the preservation of free­
dom as a basic purpose of their daily life and who are willing to 
consciously work and sacrifice for that freedom . The cause of 
liberty, the -cause of America, cannot succeed with a lesser effort." 

Unarmed and helpless minute men, sportsmen say, hardly would 
be in a position to take up arms and rally to their country's defense. 

- Wildlife Management Institute 



A Look at a Barrel of Rabbits 
by JOHN B. MOYLE 

EVERY small boy who has per­
suaded his father to build a rabbit 
hu-tch has learned rapidly about mul­
tiplication. First there are two rab­
bits; then there are six or eight 
busily chewing away. If dad buys 
more food and builds more hutches, 
there soon may be dozens. Usually, 
however, at about this point the 
small boy ( and his dad) tire of the 
rabbit business and give them away 
to other small boys whose indulgent 
fathers have not learned the bio­
logical multiplication table. 

It is easy to see that there could 
be an astronomical number of rab­
bits, and yet in the wild there are 
not. At times there are more cotton­
tai ls than at other times, -but usually 
there are about the same number 
gnawing on the shrubbery each win­
ter . Why is this? And why can 
hunters shoot a large number of 
rabbits each fall and there still be 
plenty of rabbits next year? Obvi­
ously, population arithmetic in the 
wild is more complicated than the 
straight multiplication in the rabbit 
hutch. 

Let us exercise our imagination a 
bit and consider rabbits by the barrel 
and see how rabbit populations look 
on the basis of elementary plumbing. 
And in the process we will ring in 
a few game management terms that 
you will see are not nearly as tough 
as they look. 

Everyone knows that no matter 
how much water you run into a bar­
rel you can only fi.11 it to the top. 
Then it runs over. This is, of 
course, the capacity of the barrel or 

John B . Moyle is Supervisor, Bureau of 
Research and Pla.iining, Division of Game 
& Fish, Minnesota Department of Con­
ser·uation. 

Page 12 

in terms of rabbits in rabbit country 
is the maximum carrying capacity of 
the range. For rabbits this "maxi­
mum" time of plenty is in the sum­
mer when the world is lush and 
green and there is plenty of food and 
cover. During the summer the cot­
tontails busy themselves munching 
and raising more rabbits and, if it 
has been a good summer, by fall the 
habitat barrel is full to the brim. 
There is room for no more rabbits. 

But, as the drawing shows, there 
are holes in the barrel through which 
the water leaks out and is lost. But 
even so, if the faucet supplies more 
water than leaks away, as long as 
the water is turned on the barrel fills. 
So also there is a continuous loss of 
rabbits from our habi ta t barrel 
throughout the summer. Some die 
of diseases, some are run over by 
cars, and some are caught by cats, 
dogs, and foxes. As long as the rab­
bits are reproducing rapidly, the 
habitat barrel fills with rabbits. But 
fall comes and by that time the rab­
bits are no longer raising fami lies. 
Now the holes in the barrel ( natural 
mortality) really begin to draw 
down the population level. Frost 
comes, the leaves drop, and hiding 
places are hard to find . Food be­
comes scarce. By winter the level 
in the barrel drops down to the low­
est hole-that of the winter carrying 
capacity. 

It has been a tough winter for 
Brother Cottontai l, and by the time 
spring comes there are only two rab­
bits left ( in winter this is a two­
rabbit barrel). He nibbles a green 
sprout, finds a mate, and starts to 
raise more rabbits. The faucet feed­
ing the barrel ( biotic potential) is 
now wide open. At first the level in 
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the barrel rises slowly for the barrel 
leaks - rabbits old and young die 
along the way - but gradually the 
barrel fills and the rabbit population 
ri ses. By fall we are back where we 
started ; with a barrel of rabbits and 
have seen what game managers call 
a population turnover. 

Why were only two rabbits left 
in the bottom of the barrel each win­
t er? Because ei ther winter food or 
cover was the limiting factor deter­
mining the number of rabbits that 
could survive until spring. 

Now we have seen that the habitat 
barrel will hold only so many rabbits 
at any time and more in summer 
than in winter. We also see that it is 
a leaky barrel and that the holes 
( causes of mortality) tend to hold 
the rabbit population in balance with 
its food and cover despite the great 
capabilities for multiplication. But 
the most useful part of the barrel to 
us is the space between the rim and 
the bottom hole; the space from 
which the water leaks away - the 
home, as it were, of the lost rabbits 
that die during the summer and fall 
from many causes. I t is part of this 
excess, the biologiwl surplus, that 
the hunter can take without harm­
ing the breeding stock - the future 
Pa and Ma rabbit at the bottom of 
the barrel. And if the hunter did 
not take these extra rabbits they 
would die of other causes. 

There are several things that game 
managers can do with this barrel of 
rabbits - or any other kind of wild­
life. 

He can adjust the hunting season 
so best use can be made of the leak­
age from the barrel; adjust things 
so that many of the extra rabbits 
reach the roasting pan. He can put 
a flange on the top of the barrel so 
it will hold more water; that is, 
provide more food and cover to raise 
more rabbits in summer. This, of 
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course, will be of little value unless 
the hunters take them in fall. He can 
try to plug up some of the mortality 
leaks, but this won't help much un­
less it is the bottom hole that is 
plugged and the winter carrying 
capacity raised by such means as 
providing more winter food and 
cover. The trick is to always keep 
enough rabbits in the barrel in bad 
times (winter ) so they can fill it in 
good times (summer) and then to 
not let the surplus rabbits go to 
waste but rather to use them as a 
source of hunting. 

We can always have a barrel of 
rabbits - or pheasants, or ducks, or 
deer, or you name it - if we main­
tain the barrel (habitat). Even with 
its inevitable and necessary leaks 
( natural losses) the barrel will refill 
each year by population turnover 
and the leaks which would other­
wise be a total loss can supply hunt­
ers with much game ( harvestable 
surplus) without causing the barrel 
to go dry ( injuring the breeding 
stock). 

And remember too there is only 
a limited amount of water in the bar­
rel that can leak out of it. A hundred 
people with cups ( or guns) can't 
each get as much as could ten. What 
we need with the increasing number 
of hunters is a bigger barrel - im­
proved habitat for game. But, and 
here there is a complication; this 
same habitat barrel is also full of 
corn, forest trees, automobiles, ·air­
fields, city developmen:ts; spraying 
equipment, and all of the other attri­
butes of our civilization including 
ourselves. But let us try to make a 
little space in it for the rabbits and 
other wildlife. Maybe we can -
with your permission - rearrange 
things a bit in the barrel so we have 
multiple land use; land use that will 
allow some room fo r rabbits and 
other game ( and hunting for all of 
us). 
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ABC's OF GOOD SPORTSMANSHIP 

A lways practice safe gun handling. 

Be considerate of the landowner. You are his guest. 

C onduct yourself as a SPORTSMAN should. 

D on't be a game hog. 

Educate youth in the principles of sportsmanship. 

Favor the fellow who is hunting with you. 

G ive wildlife a break. Work for its conservation. 

H ave the location of your hunting partner always in mind. 

I nfluence others to hunt safely. 

J oin a sportsman's organization. 

K eep a clean camp. 

L eave young wildlife alone. 

M ake sure of your target before you shoot. 

N ever leave a cripple to go to waste. 

O bey the game laws to the letter. 

P ut yourself in the other fellows place. Treat him accordingly 

Q uit harping about good sportsmanship and do something about it. 

R etrieve every piece of game you knock down. 

Share your game bag with the farmer. 

T ake a boy, other than your own, hunting or fishing . 

U nite your fellow sportsmen in a common effort to provide better 
hunting and fishing . 

V alue, and protect, your privilege to own and bear firearms. 

- Vermont Fish & Game S ervice -
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Salutations 

T WENTY-FIVE years ago this 
September, the Pittman-Robertson 
bill was enacted and approved by 
President Roosevelt. Beneath this 
simple statement of fact lies a multi­
tude of hard work, perseverance, 
and subsequent benefit to all the 
states of the union. 

Let us explain in more detail. 
Early in 1937, the National Wildlife 
Federation had extremely limited re­
sources but a definite mission; pro­
vide revenues for . a much-needed 
national wildlife restoration program 
by means of Federal aid to state 
projects. 

A bill was drawn up which en­
tailed an earmarked excise tax on 
sporting arms and ammunition to be 
allocated to the states on the basis 
of land area and number of paid 
hunting licenses issued. This part 
of the project was fairly simple. 
Then began the difficult part; get­
ting the support of the states, the 
sportsmen who would ultimately pay 
the tax, . and the industries which 
manufactured the sporting equip­
ment. It certainly must have seemed 
like a monumental task to the tiny 
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organization tucked away in the 
small room they called their office 
on the top floor of the Investment 
Building in Washington, D.C. 

Nonetheless, tackle the job they 
did. Conservation groups of all types 
and interests were reached; garden 
clubs, rod and gun clubs, women's 
clubs, the Audubon Society, and a 
host of others. Strange as it may 
seem, the greatest support for the 
bill came from those very people 
who had to pay the freight - the 
hunters themselves. 

Encouraged by the response, the 
Federation intensified its efforts un­
til there was soon enough support 
to get the bill introduced into Con­
gress by the late Senator Key Pitt­
man of Nevada and the then Con­
gressman A. Willis Robertson of 
Virginia, now that State's junior 
senator. That was on June 20, 1937 
- a most significant day in the his­
tory of conservation. 

Once the bill was introduced, per­
sonal letters were sent to each of 
the 48 state governors, advising 
them of the bill and of the possible 
benefits to their states through its 
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enactment and urging them to study 
the measure and so inform their 
congressional delegations should 
they consider the bill worthy of sup­
port. 

Once again the response was 
prompt and effective, a testimony to 
the widespread recognition of the 
need that definite conservation meas­
ures be taken, and promptly. In a 
very short time, the bill was passed 
by President Roosevelt, effective 
July 1, 1938. The Wildlife Federa­
tion had done its job with amazing 
speed and effectiveness through the 
outstanding support of the countless 
conservcl!tion minded groups and in­
dividuals throughout the nation. 

Undoubtedly the most significant 
piece of legislation ever enacted in 
this nation for the development and 
preservation of game birds and ani­
mals, the Pittman-Robertson act has 
helped to develop game management 
to a high degree of consistency and 
accuracy previously considered un­
attainable. 

How does the program actually 
work? P-R money is derived specif­
ically from an excise tax on . . . 
"firearms, shells, and cartridges ... ". 
The program calls for an allocation 
of money to the states on a "match­
ing fund" basis; that is, each state 
must put $1.00 into the program for 
every $3.00 provided by the Federal 
government. The money may be 
used only for certain specified proj­
ects, and these are both initially ap­
proved and finally inspected by the 
Federal agency. 

The money thus collected is dis­
tributed under a formula that pro­
vides a specified percentage for ad-
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ministration of the program, for 
specified amounts to each territory, 
and for variable amounts to each 
state depending on the land area of 
the state and the number of hunting 
licenses sold during the year. 

Massachusetts' annual share of the 
funds allocated under the program 
has averaged approximately $70,000 
in recent years. These monies have 
been used to good advantage to 
maintain and wherever possible im­
prove the hunting. Life history stud­
ies have been made of many game 
birds and animals; deer, pheasant, 
quail, rabbits, hare, black and wood 
ducks, beaver, muskrat, and others. 
Postal card surveys have been made 
to determine hunter success, total 
kill figures, species preference, etc. 
One of the most significant aspects 
of the entire program is the land 
acquisition that has become possible 
with the additional funds available 
through P-R. Bay State hunters are 
now assured of some 8,568 acres on 
which they can hunt in the future. 
An additional 17,045 acres are cur­
rently under lease or agreement 
where the hunter may enjoy his 
sport. These areas are also open 
year-round to anyone interested in 
the outdoors, whether his ( or her) 
main interest may be hunting, hik­
ing, bird watching, picnicking, or 
whatever. 

So it is with great appreciation 
that we can sincerely say happy 25th 
anniversary to the enactment of the 
Pittman-Robertson Act of Septem­
ber 2, 1937 ! Who can dream where 
we might be today if it were not for 
this timely piece of legislation? Or 
would it be a nightmare? 

-RWE 
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A Conservational Nightmare 

by JOHN C. PHILLIPS 

T HE other day while I sat in my 
fragile ark floating hopefully down 
the ***** river towards the ocean of 
permanent despair, a funny thing 
happened. 

From afar over the muddled wa­
ters came winging his way a great 
big, red-necked, he canvas-back 
duck, and in his bill he held an ob­
ject. So I put forth my hand and 
took him in; and what do you think 
was in his bill ? Not an olive branch. 
Oh my, no, trusting reader, nothing 
so simple as all that. For firmly be­
tween his upper and lower mandibles 
he grasped a duck-shooter's Federal 
license stamp. 

Moisture hovered in the carmine 
eye of the noble fowl, his head droop­
ed, his bill parted, and the duck 
stamp fell directly upon my state 
hunting license which lay exposed 
on my knee. 

"Sir duck," said I, "why this mel­
ancholy air? The stamp is prettily 
designed, especially for your benefit, 
by my friend, Frank Benson. Ob­
serve, I pray, the cunning delinea­
tion of three members of your own 
auspicious tribe. 
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"Don't you know that this little 
bit of paper, sold for one dollar by 
Jim Farley at every post office, will 
bring in one-half to three-quarters of 
a million dollars? And that all that 
vast sum is to be used for your es­
pecial benefit and delectation restor­
ing those lovely ponds and marshes 
in the Northwest where you used to 
repair when the obstetric urge be­
came too strong? Beg pardon, I 
meant of course your partner's urge. 

"And besides all these things 
which a wise and enlightened gov­
ernment has planned in your behalf 
( an E.R.A. ·of magnificent perspec­
tive) you may rest assured that be­
cause of additional law enforcement 
in this year of 1935, you are not to 
be shot by anyone without a license 
in his pocket. Think that over, my 
mournful friend." 

The accumulated moisture from 
the depths of my visitor's tear sac 
coalesced to form a large silvery drop 
which, falling upon the Federal 
stamp, almost floated it away. With 
a hoarse voice he spoke as follows : 

"Mr. Sportsman, fellow citizens, 
gunners, poachers and other voters; 
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I feel deeply touched when I think 
of the honor which you have accord­
ed to my once populous tri be. I feel 
sure that your hearts are placed 
where they should be, on the left side 
of your chests, but I am somewhat 
p~zzl~d to know wherever you have 
1111sla1d your brains. 

"~!though we ducks are willing to 
sacnfice ourselves, as any good citi­
zens should, in the cause of con­
~eryation, we humbly suggest that it 
1s JU St as hard to die through the 
hand of a licensed shooter in the 
open season as by an unlicensed 
poacher after the season is closed. In 
~he second case, you see, we will be 
Just as dead, and remain so just as 
long, as in the fi rst case. 

"Spea)<ing for myself, I must say 
I appreciate no end the efforts which 
are being made in my behalf and 
were it not for the open shooting 
season which lies ahead, I could look 
forwa rd with equanimity to a nice 
qu iet winter at Currituck and the 
~ollowing summer in a li ttle Lying-
111 tule swamp I know of in Sas­
katchewan. 

"Times there were years ago when 
you white fo lks set great store on us 
- at least, on our remain s - and 
when they appeared on the festive 
board, paeans of thankfulness went 
up from the throats of a thousand 
gastronomies. But times must have 
changed. Maybe now you prefer the 
humble mud hen. Him you will have 
on your tables in the years to come 
and him alone, for the tribes of th~ 
Nyrocinae and the Anatinae will 
soon follow the buffalo into the sha-
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dows of that West which has no 
ending." 

He fini shed speaking, he began to 
grow, to swell into fantastic shapes · 
at first like a Great Auk then blu r~ 
red into the form of a' ponderous 
Dodo, and finally, vastly large, I saw 
he had assumed the proportions of a 
l\'Ioa .. The giant bird stalked to my 
side, 1t hung above me, its arched 
and menacing neck directly over the 
c_enter of my head. Its eyes glared 
!tke the headlight of a locomotive 
and I awoke in a cold sweat. 

I am wondering. H ow much, do 
you _suppose, should I pay for my 
huntmg stamp? Maybe one dollar is 
too much. Maybe fifty dollars is too 
little. 

Such were t!,c tl, ougl,ts of Dr. Pi,illips 

~f vVenha111, Massachusetts. followin.<J t!,c 

1~s11oncc of the first duck sto111p. Twenty­
six duc/1 huntin.<J seasons hove passed 
since he wrote of his "night111ore" w herein 
a convasbac/1 ducl1, representative of de­
pleted waterfowl and extin ct bfrd life 
pleaded the cause of waterfowl 1no1ioge~ 
111 ent. 

Today, tho11.<Jh 011r ducl1 sta111p costs 
three dollars instead of one, we ore still 
dedicated to o pro.<Jra111 of rest oration of 
waterfowl habitat and brcedin.<J areas. IV c 
con truthfully parap!,rase, in 1962, tl,e 

words of 1. C. Phillips, 11oted sports111on, 
conservationist, Gild scientist written in 
1935: , 

The d11cl1 sta1npf' - 111ayb e three dol­
lars is too 111uch. lltfa}'be one hulldrcd is 
too little. 

-BRC 
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What 

Firearms 
T HE population of this country at 
the turn of the century was 76 mil­
lion people. Today, there are more 
than 185 million people in the 
U nited States, and the estimated 
population will be 210 million people 
in 1970 ! 

The increase since 1900 represents 
a hike of 143 % in the population. In 
add ition to sheer numbers of people, 
the use and distribution of firearms 
of various types has also undergone 
tremendous increases dur ing the 
same period of time. 

National Shooting Sports Foun­
dation states that, despite an increas­
ing percentage of the population 
turning to the shooting sports for 
leisure enjoyment , a large influx of 
military arms into the fi eld of sport 
shooting and hunting, and the large 
number of guns manufactured in this 
country, stati stics bear ou t the fact 
that firea rms and hunting are not 
the big bad bogey- ·men that die-hard 
antigun cranks would have us be­
lieve. In fact, the infinitesimally low 
accident rate from firearm s has re­
mained constant since the beginning 
of the 20th century, despite increases 
in the numbers of guns and their 
users. 

An important facto r -to bear in 
mind is that these statistics include 
each and every possibl e use of fi re-
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Value 

Education? 
arms in this country ; not only sport 
shooting and hunting, but also acci­
dents involving firearms in the home, 
those which occur incidental to the 
performance of police duties, those 
which happen as a result of indi­
v idu als d efending th ei r homes 
and/o r persons, sui cide, etc. In 
short, accidents involving firearms 
from all causes, of which hunting 
a nd sport shoo ting are rel a tively 
minor ones. 

Why haven' t firearms accident 
rates increased along with the pop­
ulat ion, number of guns available, 
and the general interest a larger seg­
ment of the populace has shown in 
firearms? Firearms-safety education 
is the answer! An effective means it 
has been, too. P eople are now seek­
ing out proper places and trained in­
structors to teach them and their 
children about the proper care and 
use of fir earms with respect to per­
sonal and public safety. 

Coming generations should and 
will be properly trained to enjoy and 
use fir earms in their many forms 
through cont inued firearms safety 
courses. There is every reason to 
believe that with the fine brand of 
training available, the accident rate 
per 100 thousand people wi ll not 
increase, and may even decrease, 
even though the population contin­
ues to skyrocket steadily upward. 

-RWB 
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HA VE YOU MET THESE BIRDS? 
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Like what you read?
Become a subscriber!

Massachusetts Wildlife magazine is a quarterly publication packed with 
award-winning articles and photos on the environment, conservation, fishing, 
hunting, natural history and just about everything relating to the outdoors in 
Massachusetts.

Subscribe online through our licensing system: mass.gov/massfishhunt or mail 
subscription requests to: 

Magazine Subscription
Division of Fisheries & Wildlife 
251 Causeway St, (9th floor)
Boston, MA 02114

Please include the following with mailed subscription requests:
1. The name and mailing address of the subscriber.
2. A check payable to Massachusetts Wildlife Magazine. You will be billed if a 
check does not accompany your request. We cannot accept credit card pay-
ments by mail. 

1 year subscription (4 issues) $6.00   
2 year subscription (8 issues) $10.00
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