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COLLECTION SUMMARY 

Creator: Furcolo, Foster, 1911-1995. 

Call Number: Ms. Coll. 86 

Extent: 2 boxes and 2 envelopes (2 linear feet) 

Preferred Citation Style: Folder Title, Box Number #. Foster Furcolo Papers. State Library of 

Massachusetts Special Collections. 

About This Finding Aid: Description based on DACS.  

Provenance: Gift of Constance G. Furcolo, 1995. 

Processed by: Finding aid prepared by Mary B. Bicknell, 1996; updated by Abigail Cramer, July, 2012. 

Abstract: This collection documents Furcolo’s career as a Massachusetts politician, including his tenure 

as Governor. 

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT 

This collection includes correspondence, published material by and about Furcolo, campaign literature, 

memorabilia and awards, proclamations, newspaper clippings, event programs, campaign material, and 

certificates, honors, and awards presented to Furcolo.  Of particular interest is an extensive photograph 

collection of the former governor, his family, staff and colleagues. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 

Foster Furcolo was born in New Haven, Connecticut, on July 29, 1911 to Dr. Charles Furcolo and Alberta 

Foster Furcolo.  He attended the Springfield public schools, received a B.A. from Yale College in 1933, 

and received a J.D. from Yale Law School in 1936.  Following law school, he established a law practice in 

Springfield, Massachusetts and, from 1943 to 1945, served as an officer with the United States Navy in 

the Pacific on an attack transport, the USS Kershaw. Furcolo rose to political prominence rapidly.  In 

1948, he was elected to the United States Congress from the Massachusetts Second Congressional 

District, which included parts of Hampden and Hampshire Counties, extending north from Longmeadow 

and Springfield to Amherst and Northampton.  He served from 1949 to 1952 and was named in several 

“best congressman” polls, including those of the National Radio Press Gallery and Fortune magazine. 

Furcolo was an active member of the committee that investigated the Katyn Forest massacre in Poland 

during World War II. He resigned in 1952 and became State Treasurer and Receiver General of the 

Commonwealth, serving in that capacity until 1955.  In 1956, he was elected Governor and served two 

terms from 1957 to 1961.  His governorship was characterized by his innovations in higher education, 

specifically the establishment of a state community college system and a loan program for students in 

need, as well as advancements in civil rights and programs in health care and care of the elderly.   

 

Furcolo lost his bid for a Democratic United States Senate seat from Massachusetts in 1960 but 

continued in public service.  From 1967 to 1972, he was Assistant District Attorney for Middlesex County.  

He also taught legal ethics at Portia Law School (now New England School of Law) from 1969 to 1970 

and criminal law at Massachusetts Bay Community College in the early 1970s.  From 1973 to 1975, he 

was Commonwealth Professor of Public Service, teaching in the ten state colleges of that time.  In 1975, 

Furcolo was appointed a United States Administrative Law Judge and served until his retirement in 1989.  

In 1980, he became a member of the Massachusetts Board of Regents of Higher Education.  Furcolo 

died on July 5, 1995. 

 

Furcolo was the author of numerous essays, articles, and books of both fiction and non-fiction.  He wrote 

two plays, "Fancy Free" and "The Grail," during his law school years. During his years as a politician, he 

wrote numerous speeches and essays, with the exception of the political satire "Let George Do It!" in 

1957.  In 1973, Rendezvous at Katyn, a novel about the massacre, was published, followed by a number 

of books and articles on law and politics including Practical Law for the Layman. 

 

For more biographical information, see the two obituaries attached to this finding aid as well as folders 5 

and 33-41 in the collection. 

 

 



 State Library of Massachusetts – Special Collections Department 
Guide to Ms. Coll. 86 – Foster Furcolo Papers 

Page 3 of 11 

ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 

Arrangement 

The papers are arranged in five series as follows: 

Series I. Subject Files, 1942-1995 

Series II. Published Material by Furcolo, 1939-1988 

Series III. Published Material about Furcolo, 1953-1995 

Series IV. Photographs, 1935-1988 

Series V. Certificates, Honors, Awards, 1942-1995 

 

Conditions Governing Access 

This collection is open for research during the Special Collections Department’s regular hours. 

 

Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use 

Copyright restrictions may apply. Requests for permission to publish material from this collection should 

be discussed with Special Collections staff. 

 

Languages and Scripts 

The materials are entirely in English. 

 

Immediate Source of Acquisition 

Gift of Constance G. Furcolo, 1995. 

 

Conservation Note 

Preservation activities were performed on the collection as follows: 

 Photographs were removed from albums and frames. 

 

Series Description and Container List 

 

Series I: Subject Files, 1942-1995  

Scope and Content 

This series contains includes information relating to Furcolo's involvement with higher education in 

Massachusetts, primarily in the form of newspaper clippings and programs.  There is also 

correspondence from friends and political colleagues as well as various campaign materials.  Folder 5 

contains material relating to Furcolo's death, mostly obituaries. These provide substantial biographical 

information about him, both political and personal. 
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Arrangement 

Materials in this series are arranged alphabetically by subject. 

Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 

1 1 Berkshire Community College Commencement  1985 

1 2 Building Dedication, University of Massachusetts 1982-1983 

1 3 Campaign Material 1942-1965 

1 4 Community College Commencements 1980-1987 

1 5 Foster Furcolo's death 1995 

1 6 Fred Allen letter undated 

1 7 Historical Papers [primarily correspondence] 1949-1995 

1 8 Kermit C. Morrissey's death 1987 

1 9 Poland undated, 1982, 1989 

1 10 Portrait 1988 

1 11 Saturday Evening Post Case 1965-1969 

1 12 Yale University 1942-1995 

 

 

Series II: Published Material by Furcolo, 1939-1988  

Scope and Content 

This series includes Furcolo’s published works from the time he was in college to the late 1980s, 

including letters, essays, speeches, plays, and a novel, as well as newspaper articles and works on law 

and politics. The first volume in this series, Reports and Hearings: Select Committee on Katyn Forest 

Massacre was not written by Foster Furcolo, but he was a member of the committee and instrumental in 

its work. 

 

Arrangement 

This material is arranged as close to chronological order as possible. 

Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 

1 13 Police Mailman  undated 

1 14 Hampden County Bar Association Speech 1939 
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1 15 Congressional Council Speech 1949 

1 16 "Truth Through Youth" 1950 

1 17 "Blueprint for Security" 1950 

2 Vol. 1 Reports and Hearings: Select Committee on Katyn Forest 

Massacre, 82
nd

 Congress 

1951-1952 

1 18 Congressional Record: House 1952 

1 19 "One In a Million” 1952 

1 20 "Governor's Oath" 1957 

1 21 "Let George Do It!" Excerpt (Magazine Article) 1957 

2 Vol. 2 Addresses and Messages to the General Court, Public 

Speeches and Other Papers of General Interest 

1957-1960 

1 22 Commencement Address (Harvard) 1959 

1 23 "Lawyer's Creed" 1959-1989 

1 24 Administration Record (H3423) 1960 

1 25 Oral History Interview (for JFK Library) 1964 

1 26 Statement re: Boston Globe Article 1964 

1 27 Statement in Congress re: Indictment 1965 

1 28 "Trial Under a Different Name" 1969-1970 

1 29 "Thirteenth Juror" 1969, 1990 

1 30 "My Week in Jail" (Newspaper Article) 1969 

2 Vol. 3 Rendezvous at Katyn 1973 

1 31 Exclusionary Rule 1979 

2 Vol. 4 Practical Law for the Layman 1980 

2 Vol. 5 Ballots Anyone?  How to Run for Office and Win! 1982 

1 32 Newspaper Articles 1971-1988 
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Series III: Published Material about Furcolo, 1953-1995  

Scope and Content 

This series includes the many newspaper and magazine articles were written about Furcolo from the late 

1940s until his death in 1995. 

 

Arrangement 

 This material is arranged as close to chronological order as possible. 

Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 

2 Vol. 6 Class of 1933 Yale University:  A Twenty Year Record 1953 

1 33 Biography (in Italian) 1957 

1 34 "A Politician Who…" (Magazine Article) 1958 

1 35 "Governor Furcolo of Massachusetts" (Magazine Article) 1958 

1 36 "Mr. Unpredictable" (Magazine Article) 1958 

1 37 "Governor Furcolo…" (Magazine Article) 1959 

1 38 "Foster Furcolo:  A Day in the Life" (Newspaper Article) 1969 

1 39 Newspaper Clippings undated 

1 40 Newspaper Clippings 1943-1969 

1 41 Newspaper Clippings 1970-1995 

 

 

Series IV: Photographs, 1935-1988  

Scope and Content 

This series includes photographs of Furcolo’s campaigns, inaugural ceremonies, and political colleagues.  

Also included are family pictures, but most appear to have been taken for campaign or publication 

reasons.  Where possible an attempt has been made to identify some of the people in the photographs. 

Note: The front covers of four photograph albums which have information on them have been retained in 

a separate envelope. 

 

Arrangement 

This series is arranged in chronological order and by subject of the photographs.   

 



 State Library of Massachusetts – Special Collections Department 
Guide to Ms. Coll. 86 – Foster Furcolo Papers 

Page 7 of 11 

Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 

1 42 Eleanor Roosevelt  undated 

1 43 Kathryn Furcolo undated 

1 44 Gov. Francis Sargent, Foster Furcolo, Ted Williams undated 

1 45 Foster Furcolo 1935-1988 

Env. 1 1 1956 Campaign 1956 

1 46-49 Election Campaign 1956 

1 50 Family [1956-1958?] 

Env. 1 2 Inaugural Ceremonies 1957 

1 51 Inaugural Ceremonies, Boston 1957 

1 52 Inaugural Ceremonies, Springfield 1957 

1 53 Inaugural Ceremonies, New Bedford 1957 

1 54 Inauguration [1957, 1959?] 

1 55 Governor Foster Furcolo [1957-1961] 

1 56 Governor Foster Furcolo and Staff [1957-1961?] 

1 57 Televised Speech [1957-1961] 

Env. 2 3 Second Inauguration 1959 

1 58 Inaugural Ceremonies 1959 

Env. 2 4 Friendship Dinner 1961 

1 59 Friendship Dinner 1961 

1 60 Four Governors of Massachusetts (Leverett Saltonstall, 

Endicott Peabody, Francis Sargent, and Foster Furcolo) 

1970 

 

Series V: Certificates, Honors, Awards, 1942-1995  

Scope and Content 

This series includes certificates, honors and awards Furcolo received during his political career.  See 

folder 5 for information on other honors he received. 
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Arrangement 

This series is arranged alphabetically by subject. 

Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 

2 61 Certificate of Admission to the District Court 1942 

2 62 Citation and Plaque: Polish Veterans 1974 

2 63 Dedication: University of Massachusetts 1982 

2 64 Honorary Degree: Springfield Technical Community College 1987 

2 65 Proclamation: City of Cambridge 1995 

2 Scroll Proclamation: Nova Scotia Bicentennial 1958 

2 Vol. 7 Reunion Book 1982 
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