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Rule I -  The Governor, or in his &sence, the L.ieute?ant Govern=, 
take* chair a t  the hour to which +& Council is &lei by the 

Gomar to assmble and shall preside a t  said a s s d l y .  

Rule 2. The Governor, or Lbe Lieutenant Governor when presidiiia, 
shall preserve crder and decorum, may speak on mints of order LI prefe,zqce 
to c d l  arid shall deci& all questions of order subject t o  
a d  to t b ~  kcdy as a m i e  whir21 may not overturn a &.g on a quesizion 
oi-order excee by vote ox 213 or' t ? e  ndxrs present- 

Rule 3 -  The G o v e ~ ~ r ,  or Lhs Lieutemnt Goverrrbr w h r i  ~res i t i im ,  
w r-oz voce on ar.y matter- 

Rule 4 -  Five - canstitme a quom. 

Rule 5 -  The m 5 v e  S e c e t q  shal l  keep a r e c c ~  of the - prccewyqs of tkie Ccuncd in zccxduce w i t i i  l zw ,  

Rule 6 -  Pie aecutive S e c p - t z r ~  shall have the Rules pin-. 

W e  7. If t h ~ e  are any p d m s ,  cumutations, cmfhnat iors  of 
winteest re-ts or remvals frm of5ce requirir-g action by the 
Councill the W v e  Secretary shall make all prtxnent -ts 
sale to all Councillors a t  their offices in the S t a t e  House, a t  least 
24 hours before the a s s ~ l y ,  o r  as scan as practical .  

lhiLe 8. - The Executive S e c r e t a r y  shall keep a r- of all 
al?plicatlons far pardon and camutatian of sentence showing the action on 
each application. 

Rule 9 .  The Exe=utive S e c r e w  shall prepare and d h n m k  . . 
the 

~ ~ b u s i n e s s a s ~ b y t h e ~ o v e r n o r i n a c c o r d w i t h t h e s e  
rules and in accord w i t h  law. 

W l O .  No of the Cuuncil should ac t  or  vote u p n  a 
questian-ch his private riqht, distinct fmm the public interest,  is 

11. Mmtbers shall remain in t h ~  assembly until t!! business of 
ttle assannly is concluded. 

W 1 2 .  N o p e r s o n s h a l l s p a k t o ~ ~ ~ o r i n t e r f e r e w i t h  - 
him ckrmg a session of the council exreept at the request of the Councillar. 



Rule 13. The seat imrrediately t o  the r ight  of the Governor shall be 
assigned to the Lieutenant Governor. Other Seats sfrall ke assigned to the 
~aunc i l l o r s  by the Govexnor. 

Rule 14. The solenmity of the &ce and ccnsent MM should 
warrant the constitutiondl m c i p a t i o n  of all Councillors in any matter 
that is called to the attentian of the Ccuncil. me Goverricr may, h v e r ,  
appint ccmnittees of ths Council h e n  he deems it necessary, --ria- - - or  
reauired by law,  to  assist in the business of the Ccuncil. ~gnbers sml 
6 rank upn camittees in the ortier in *ch they are nax.d thereto by 
the Governor, the manber f i r s t  nan& to be chairman, except as otherwise 
provided by statute. 

Fhrle 15. N o  matL& shall be in~rcduced in any m e r  for  advice, 
consent, o r  advice and cansent by the Council except by the G o m r .  The 
Lieutenant Governor o r  any Councillor desiring to place a law mat- on 
the calendar shall submit his request in w r i h g  to the G o v e x r ,  o r  t o  the 
Executive Secretary for sutxnission to  the -or, prror t o  the assesnblv of 
the Council. This w i l l  a l l o w  for prow reflection and provide a dear 
public recorri. 

Rule 16. The Executive Seczet3.q shdLl place  matters mhitte % 
tfie Cavernor cn t!! calendar for  the zearest assanbly. 

Fhile 17. All assmblies of t!e Council shdll be lie2 w i ~ !  - 
icars. The proc-9s of each assanbl] shall be marie public. 

Fhile 18a. No nanination i&tiL~ the judicial C i e p m t ,  except 
Notary Public, ~ u s t i c e  of the Peace, o r  Publ ic  Administrator shall be acted. 
p by the Cauncil unless the ncmine has been m n a l l y  i n W &  by 
the councillors. When a nanination other than those exepted above is 
received by the  Council, the Dcmtive Secretary q a n  &M m y  rrade, 
secrmded and vwted by the Council, schedule the naxtinee for an 
i nmew.  !l!he Executive Secretary shall then forthwith noti fy the naninee 
of the date and time. h g a l  notice of the i n m e w  &auld appear in a 

t ionwithinthegeographi n=W=Per of g e  c inu la  cdL area of the caurt, 
or where there is no geograghical designation (such as -ior Court or  
circuit positions) , in the residential area of the nunine.  

said notice shall be in the following fann: 

PUBLIC IlmmmEw. A t  an -yr 
the Govlernor's Council wiLL inizzxkw 

r 

of , h o h a s b e e n n a i n a t e d b y t h e ~ o ~ t o  . . . Persons wishing to testify in favor o r  
oupsitim should notify in writing the ESrecutive Secretary t o  
the council, Rcan 184, State Ha;zse, Boston, FA 02133. 



Rule lab. No nanination within the  judicial d e m t  except those 
excepted in Section (a) of this rule shall be app- by the Council 
u n t i l  and unless the naninee f i l e s  with the C o m c o r  and Council on a 
f- t o  be provided by the Governor ad Council the following: 

1. A statenwt of a l l  business interests and inves-t 
holdings (but not dues)  in the n & e  ' s pssess ion  a t  
the time of his r:anination. 

2. A statmmt l is t iq  any and all law f h  the naminee has 
been associated with during the f ive  (5) years imrediatdy 
 receding h i s  n a t i o n ,  as w e l l  as t!! names of any 
mnhrs of the bar practicing within the Ccmnonwealth w i t h  
w h a n  the naninee has been actively associated with in the 
practice of law during the f ive (5) years irrrediately 
preceding his nanination. 

3 .  A canplete statermt of any and a l l  po l i t i ca l  
contributions made by the nminee o r  by his spouse, o r  any 
of their children l iving a t  h m ,  to any and all 
candidates fo r  municipal, state o r  national off ice,  o r  t o  
any plitical cumit tees wder Chap- 55 of the General 
Laws W i n g  the p r e c h g  the years. 

4. Said questionnaire shall be mailed to naninees on that 2ay 
on *ch said r:&tion is M e  o r  as scan thereafter as 
practical. 

5. Said statemnt shall be kept on f i le  by the G o v ~ r l l ~ r  d 
Council and shall be open t o  public inspection. 

Rule 18c. No muination within the judicial d e m t  shall Se 
mved f o r  approval o r  confinration unti l  seven (7) days folluwing the 
intemiew of the naninee. 

Rule19. Every Cauncillor, when a b u t  to speak, shall rise and 
respectfully address the Governor as "Your Excellencyn o r  the Lieutenant 
Governor when presiding as "Your Honor", and shall anfine himself to the 
issue before the Council, and avoia prsaaL 

> .  t ies .  

EZule 20, When tm or nrrre mnkers rise to speak a t  the  same tire, 
the -, or the I i e u m t  Governor when presiding, shall d e s i q a t e  the 
cauncillor entitled to the flax. 

Rule 21, No Cmncillar shall speak mre than once to the exclusion 
of any other ~ o u n c i l l o r  wha has not -en and desires to speak an the same 

Rule 22, No Councillor shall interrupt another while speakzng. 

Rule 23. After a question is put to  a vote no Councillor shaU - 
speak on lt. 



Fhtle 24. Any &on shall be reduced to writing if the Governor, o r  
Lieutenant Governor when presiding, so directs. 

Rule 25. A question containing two o r  m r e  propositions, capable of 
division, shall be divided whenever desired by any member. 

Rule 26. When a question is mder  debate, the Governor, o r  the 
Lieutenant Governs when presiding, shall receive no motion t h a t  does not 

I re la te  to the s m .  

b l e  27. No mt ion  o r  p r o ~ s i t i o n  of a subject different  fmn t h a t  
under conslderation shall be admitted under color of an arrrendment. 

Rule 28. The previous question shall be ~ u t  in the following form: 
"shall the main question be now put?", and dl debate upon the current 
questian shall be un t i l  the previous quesuan is dec icd .  

Rule 29. On the previous question no debate shall be all&. 

Rule 30. A l l  questions of orcia arising a f t e r  a m t i o n  is made for  
the previous q ~ s z i o n  shall be deceed w i t b u t  debate. 

E?ule 3 1. The Goverr.or, o r  the Lieutenant Goverr~r  when presiding, 
shall deciare all votes. TI" yeas a navs may be o d e r e d  by tf-e Governor, 
o r  by the Lieutezlant Governor -*en p r e s i h g ,  o r  shall be okdered uFcn the 
request of any of *E CcuncA. 

Rule 32. Whenever a question is taken by yeas and nays, the clerk 
sfiall c a i i  th,e MXE.S of all makers or  ̂the Council, except the Governor 
begmninq w i t h  the Lieutenant Governor, except when presi&q, and continue 
in order by ~istrict and e E q  m m k r  present shall answer to his name, 
unless excused before the vote is taken. 

Rule 33. The rules of p a r h ~ ~ n t a r y  practice carprised in the 
revised edition of Roberts Rules of Order shall govern the Cauncil in a l l  
cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent 
w i t h  the rules of the Council. 

Rule 34. In the absence of the Governor o r  Lieutenant Governor a t  
a judicial naninee's interview o r  other p m g s  of the Council, the 

of the council shall designate a presiding C m n d l o r .  

Rule35. N o r u l e ~ f t h e ~ i l ~ b e s u s p e n d e d e x c e p t b y v a t e  
of 2/3 of the msnbers present and voting therean. 

I Rule36. No  rule of the Council shall be a, altered o r  
repedLed unless such proposed rule change shall be s u b i t t e d  in w r i t i n g  to 
the Executive S e c r e t a q  by a mmker a t  l eas t  ttm weeks pr ior  to  that m e t i n g  
during w h i c h  suci~ rule change shall be voted upan. No rule shall be 
auended, altered o r  repedLed except by vote of no less than 2/3 of the 
m&ers present ard in no case w i t h  f- than 4 votes in the a f f h m t i v e .  



W e  37. No to recons* a vote shall ke entertai n=i unless 
it is made a t  the s a ~  meting a t  which the original vote was taken. 
b t i a n s  to reccnsider may be made by any mmker regardless of whether he or 
she voted with the premiling side on the o r i w  vote. 

38. ~ t i a n s s h a l l b e h e a r d b y t h e ~ ~ t t o t h e  
prcceciures se-c f& in the General Liws. 

W e  39. Veteran's a m s  shall be decided by the Go-ar and  - wil zn acccd with the prwisions of Sectian 2 of Ch+ter 115 of the 
~eneral ~ a w s ,  after the a m a n t  files a claim of ard a  stat,~z~nc of 
zedsons. 

On November 6 ,  1 9 9 1 ,  C o u n c i l l o r  James D .  O I B r i e n ,  J r . ,  w i t h  
u n a n i m o u s  c o n s e n t ,  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  m e n t i o n e d  i n  
R u l e  1 8 a  be r e t u r n e d  " o n e  week p r io r  t o  o u r  h e a r i n g "  and  t h a t  
e a c h  n o m i n e e  a l s o  s u b m i t  a t  t h a t  time "a  l i s t  o f  w i t n e s s e s . "  

A d o p t e d  J a n u a r y  1 3 ,  1 9 9 3  


