Municipal Vulnerability
Preparedness (MVP) Program
Quarterly Newsletter

Issue 10, Spring 2022 Image above: Ginkgo seedlings growing in Springfield's municipal nursery

View this email in your browser



https://mailchi.mp/a9fe6e375289/mvp-15340177?e=c7050693f6

Welcome to the tenth quarterly issue of the Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness
(MVP) Program Newsletter. The MVP grant program provides support for cities and towns
in Massachusetts to begin the process of planning for climate change resiliency and
implementing priority projects. The Commonwealth awards communities with funding to
complete vulnerability assessments and develop action-oriented resiliency plans.
Communities who complete the MVP Planning Grant program become certified as an MVP
community and are eligible for MVP Action Grant funding and other opportunities.

Announcements



https://www.commbuys.com/bso/external/bidDetail.sdo?bidId=BD-22-1042-ENV-ENV01-71878
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MleT7wvy3wg
https://www.commbuys.com/bso/external/bidDetail.sdo?bidId=BD-22-1042-ENV-ENV01-71879

Project Spotlights



https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/1f5054955ba244c18116bdb8be4d02d6
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https://youtu.be/OXm4sZwTtOY?t=1646
https://pbskids.org/designsquad/games/dont_flood/
https://cards-against-calamity.org/

Upcoming Dates, Events, and Other Opportunities
Want to share details of your event or other related climate opportunities in our upcoming MVP
newsletters? Submit to kara.runsten@mass.gov

Webinars and Events

e 4/20/2022 - ICARES Training. The Massachusetts Association of Conservation Commissions
(MACC) is hosting a webinar to provide an overview of the new |-Cares model, which assesses
ecosystem services at the urban and rural scale. Concepts, features, and applications of the
model can be applied across the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. The workshop will include a
Q&A to answer specific questions of attendees. Individual consultations will be available and
scheduled between April 21-30. Register to learn more

e 5/7/2022 - Women on the Land Series. A free woods walk for women hosted by the Women on
the Land network and the Dartmouth Natural Resources Trust (DNRT). Linda Vanderveer (DNRT
Land Manager) and Marianne Piche (MassWildlife Habitat Management Biologist) will lead a
discussion and woods walk through DNRT's Helfand Farm. The event will be focused on
planning forest management strategies to diversify bird habitat with a particular focus on
woodcock. The program will include a discussion of understanding landscape context,
identifying habitat types on the landscape, and options for wildlife habitat management. Lunch
will be provided. This program is limited to 25 participants. Click here to Reqister for the Woods
Walk

e 5/19/2022 & 6/15/2022 - ARPA Training Offered by the Massachusetts Office of the
Inspector General. The American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) has brought millions in public dollars
to cities, towns and other public entities to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic and its economic
consequences. This free training will give an overview of eligibility rules for fiscal recovery funds,
limits on the use of ARPA funds and reporting requirements. Participants will also learn about
applying Chapter 30B to ARPA funds; using collaborative and cooperative contracts, and
complying with federal single audit requirements. Register here.

e Multiple dates with the Western Mass Health Equity Network. Public health film series in
Western Mass this spring. With these six events across the region, the aim is to increase the
understanding of the role racism plays in health inequities and to highlight the work of local
activists who are taking the lead in trying to improve health systems and promote wellbeing
within their communities.

e Gallery Installation. Museum of Science, climate change exhibit. Gain insight into the ways
climate change is affecting us and gain insight on taking action. Learn more here.

e Boston Globe Sustainability Week. Engaging discussions focusing on the climate crisis,
current environmental issues and actionable solutions.

o April 19, 5 PM: GlobeDocs Presents: 'Mardi & The Whites'
o April 20, 12 PM: Exploring Environmental Benefits of Digital Healthcare Tools and Other

Approaches to the Greening of Healthcare, sponsored by Philips

April 20, 2 PM: Climate Change in Massachusetts: Hear from State Residents

April 21, 12 PM: The Carbon-Free House of 2030

April 21, 7 PM: Cocktails with Nino Geraci from the Grandten Bar

April 22, 10 AM: Business Must Pivot To Address The Climate Challenge: Policy,

Finance, And Activism, sponsored by Brandeis

o April 22, 12 PM: Boston.com Book Club Discussion: "Paradise Falls" with Keith O'Brien
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https://www.maccweb.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1609711
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSekhUSyGlFuSu_MKbKIYlM6-E9VmQqTwEv3L8nzwVqs2o8LhQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSekhUSyGlFuSu_MKbKIYlM6-E9VmQqTwEv3L8nzwVqs2o8LhQ/viewform
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/american-rescue-plan-act-arpa-training
https://wmhenfilm.org/
https://www.mos.org/climate-change
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/globedocsmardiandthewhites.splashthat.com/__;!!CUhgQOZqV7M!waAsPk5e3qFeIvkC4RnyiuqlFJv53bwU67W_6GdMXzKLi4qWjc2I9PQ1_9usWygPig$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/greenhealthcaretools.splashthat.com/__;!!CUhgQOZqV7M!waAsPk5e3qFeIvkC4RnyiuqlFJv53bwU67W_6GdMXzKLi4qWjc2I9PQ1_9vqb1HyMQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/greenhealthcaretools.splashthat.com/__;!!CUhgQOZqV7M!waAsPk5e3qFeIvkC4RnyiuqlFJv53bwU67W_6GdMXzKLi4qWjc2I9PQ1_9vqb1HyMQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/climatechangeinmassachusetts.splashthat.com/__;!!CUhgQOZqV7M!waAsPk5e3qFeIvkC4RnyiuqlFJv53bwU67W_6GdMXzKLi4qWjc2I9PQ1_9tybhH7fQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/thecarbon-freehouseof2030.splashthat.com/__;!!CUhgQOZqV7M!waAsPk5e3qFeIvkC4RnyiuqlFJv53bwU67W_6GdMXzKLi4qWjc2I9PQ1_9sQaaEWJQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/sustainablecocktailsninogeraci.splashthat.com/__;!!CUhgQOZqV7M!waAsPk5e3qFeIvkC4RnyiuqlFJv53bwU67W_6GdMXzKLi4qWjc2I9PQ1_9tB9y_G_w$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/pivottoaddressclimatechallenge.splashthat.com/__;!!CUhgQOZqV7M!waAsPk5e3qFeIvkC4RnyiuqlFJv53bwU67W_6GdMXzKLi4qWjc2I9PQ1_9u14jcStw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/pivottoaddressclimatechallenge.splashthat.com/__;!!CUhgQOZqV7M!waAsPk5e3qFeIvkC4RnyiuqlFJv53bwU67W_6GdMXzKLi4qWjc2I9PQ1_9u14jcStw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/bostoncombookclubparadisefalls.splashthat.com/__;!!CUhgQOZqV7M!waAsPk5e3qFeIvkC4RnyiuqlFJv53bwU67W_6GdMXzKLi4qWjc2I9PQ1_9tZF-PiVA$

o All events are free and virtual, and will be recorded. Recordings will be emailed to all
those who register. Register here: globe.com/sustainabilityweek

Grant Opportunities

e Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs' PARC/LAND Grant Program - Open
until July 14, 2022: Grants are available for communities with an approved Open Space and
Recreation Plan. Communities with land preservation projects can apply for funding
through Local Acquisitions for Natural Diversity (LAND) Grant. Communities with an interest in
developing recreational projects for their communities can apply to the Parkland Acquisitions and
Renovations for Communities (PARC) program.

e Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency's Hazard Mitigation Grant Program
(HMGP) Deadline July 11, 2022. The Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency (MEMA)
is pleased to announce the availability of Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
Hazard Mitigation Assistance funding. $110,760,576 is available statewide through the Hazard
Mitigation Grant Program. In alignment with the “State Hazard Mitigation and Climate Adaptation
Plan (SHMCAP)” mission statement, the Commonwealth prioritizes projects that reduce loss of
life, and protect natural resources, property, infrastructure, public health, and the economy from
natural hazards and climate change impacts through the development of integrated hazard
mitigation and climate adaptation projects. More information on the grant program as well as the
official state Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) is posted on the MEMA Website. To inquire
about a project’s eligibility, please submit a Statement of Interest or email us
at mitigation@mass.gov for more information.

e Department of Energy Resources (DOER) Green Communities Competitive
Grants Deadline (for Block One communities) — Open until April 22, 2022. Learn more about
eligibility and funding at the Program Opportunity Notice landing page.

e The Dam and Seawalls Removal or Repair Loans - Open until April 29, 2022: Qualified
organizations may apply for a loan from the Dam and Seawall Removal or Repair Fund.
Applications will be accepted on a rolling basis until April 29, 2022. See Commbuys for more
details.

e Land Use Planning Grants - Deadline May 20, 2022. Through the procurement available at the
links below, EEA is making grant funding available to the Commonwealth’s municipalities and
Regional Planning Agencies in support of their efforts to plan, regulate (zone), and act to
conserve and develop land consistent with the Massachusetts Sustainable Development
Principles. Grants are available for diverse land use planning related work with a preference
given to zoning to address compliance with Section 3A of the Zoning Act (MBTA Communities)
or any of the Housing Choice Best Practices, zoning that results in permanent land conservation,
and mitigation of climate change through zoning and other regulations that reduce energy use
and greenhouse gas emissions. Full details can be found in the procurement available on EEA’s
webpage here or on the CommBuys page.

e  Multiple Greening the Gateway Cities/DCR Urban Forestry Funding Opportunities.
Summarized below:

o Explore opportunities by clicking on this link

o  The Municipal Partnership Grant program will award up to $20,000 to municipalities to
identify and prepare urban areas for tree planting in coordination with DCR planting
crews. Grant deadline: Thursday, May 19, 2022 at 3:00 pm. An information session will
be held Wednesday, April 20, 2022 at 1:30pm.



https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/globe.com/sustainabilityweek__;!!CUhgQOZqV7M!waAsPk5e3qFeIvkC4RnyiuqlFJv53bwU67W_6GdMXzKLi4qWjc2I9PQ1_9tZC8jOQA$
https://www.mass.gov/how-to/apply-for-a-local-acquisitions-for-natural-diversity-land-grant
https://www.mass.gov/how-to/apply-to-the-parkland-acquisitions-and-renovations-for-communities-parc-grant-program
https://www.mass.gov/how-to/apply-to-the-parkland-acquisitions-and-renovations-for-communities-parc-grant-program
https://www.mass.gov/hazard-mitigation-assistance-grant-programs
https://www.mass.gov/hazard-mitigation-assistance-hma-grant-programs
mailto:mitigation@mass.gov
https://www.commbuys.com/bso/external/bidDetail.sdo?docId=BD-22-1041-ENE01-ENE01-71370&external=true&parentUrl=close
https://www.commbuys.com/bso/external/bidDetail.sdo?docId=BD-22-1042-ENV-ENV01-68557&external=true&parentUrl=close
https://www.commbuys.com/bso/external/bidDetail.sdo?docId=BD-22-1042-ENV-ENV01-68557&external=true&parentUrl=close
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/planning-assistance-grants
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.commbuys.com/bso/external/bidDetail.sdo?docId=BD-22-1042-ENV-ENV01-74067&external=true&parentUrl=close__;!!CUhgQOZqV7M!yy4ZH9-CAWpNuxpkOiUCVnvJqA9cG_kwZt2fspoPIatNlBhnncOggjrDZ7jXc9LkCS5sFQ$
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/greening-the-gateway-cities-program

o  The Non-Profit Partnership Grant program will award up to $15,000 to qualified non-
profits to raise awareness of the benefits of urban trees and encourage residents to
participate in tree planting._Grant deadline: Thursday, May 19, 2022 at 3:00 pm. An
information session will be held Wednesday, April 20, 2022 at 11:00am.

o The Tree Planting Implementation Grant program will award up to $100,000 to Gateway
City municipalities and qualified non-profits to facilitate tree planting work with a
measurable impact on the urban canopy in Gateway Cities. Applications must include a
detailed planting plan and adhere to ‘right tree, right place’ policies. Planting work must
be managed by a certified arborist. Grant deadline: Monday, June 6, 2022 at 3:00 pm.
An information session will be held Tuesday, April 19, 2022 at 1:00pm.

Southeast New England Program (SNEP) Watershed Implementation Grants. Letters of
Interest due by 4/26. Restore America’s Estuaries offers grants to target water pollution, habitat
degradation, and other high-priority environmental issues to foster sustainable coastal and
watershed communities._Learn more.

Community One Stop for Growth: Executive Office of Housing and Economic
Development, Department of Housing and Community Development, and
MassDevelopment. Deadline 6/3/2022. The Community One Stop for Growth is a single
application portal and collaborative review process of community development grant programs
that make targeted investments based on a Development Continuum. This process streamlines
the experience for the applicant and better coordinates economic development programs and
staff on engagement and grant making. For more information on the One Stop, and to click the
link to submit a full application, visit mass.gov/onestop.

MVP Program Resources

Below is list of resources to assist communities on their current MVP grants and in thinking about future

projects.

Planning Grant:

MVP Planning Grant Municipal Training Grant Webinar Recording January 2020
Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness (MVP) program Planning Reports
resilient MA Climate Change Clearinghouse

Action Grant:

Learn More About Action Grant Projects
Explore MVP Core Principles

resilient MA Climate Change Clearinghouse
Discover other grants to support your project



https://estuaries.org/snepgrantprogram/2022-snep-watershed-implementation-grants/
https://www.mass.gov/onestop
https://youtu.be/Jdxt92dw3Yw
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/municipal-vulnerability-preparedness-mvp-program-planning-reports
http://resilientma.org/
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/municipal-vulnerability-preparedness-program-action-grant-projects
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/municipal-vulnerability-preparedness-program-action-grant-projects
https://www.mass.gov/doc/mvp-core-principles/download
http://resilientma.org/
https://www.mass.gov/lists/community-grant-finder

Have a question? Reach out to our MVP Regional Coordinators.
Not sure which region you are in? Click here.

Carrieanne Petrik

MVP Berkshires & Hilltowns Regional Coordinator
Phone: (617) 875-0911 (email preferred)
carrieanne.petrik@mass.qgov

Andrew Smith

MVP Greater Connecticut River Vallery Regional Coordinator
(617) 655-3874

andrew.b.smith@mass.gov

Hillary King

MVP Central Regional Coordinator
Phone: (617) 655-3913
hillary.king@mass.gov

Michelle Rowden

MVP Northeast Regional Coordinator
Phone: (857) 343-0097
michelle.rowden@mass.gov

Carolyn Meklenburg

MVP Greater Boston Regional Coordinator
Phone: (617) 894-7128
carolyn.meklenburg@mass.gov

Courtney Rocha

MVP Southeast Regional Coordinator
Phone: (617) 877-3072
courtney.rocha@mass.gov

Kara Runsten

MVP Program Manager
Phone: (617) 312-1594

kara.runsten@mass.gov

Subscribe to our newsletter
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