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of the watchmen of the State Prison shall be five hundred

and fifty dollars per annum, payable quarterly. [Approved

by the Gover?io)', March Q, 1847.]

An Act to establish the City of New Bedford. Chap, 60.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

Section 1. The inhabitants of the town of New Bedford New Bedford to

shall continue to be a body politic and corporate, under the ^e a city,

name of the City of New Bedford ; and, as such, shall have,

exercise, and enjoy all the rights, immunities, powers, and
privileges, and shall be subject to all the duties and obliga-

tions, now incumbent upon and appertaining to said town
as a municipal corporation.

Section 2. The administration of the fiscal, prudential, Administration,
OCC* to DC VGStCCl

and municipal affairs of said city, and the government in a mayor, 6 ai-

thereof, shall be vested in one principal officer, to be styled dermen, and 24

,
'

-1 /. • 1 1 • J 1 ^1 i_ J common council
the mayor; one council oi six, to be denominated the board men, &c.

of aldermen; and one council of twenty-four, to be denom-
inated the common council ;—which boards, in their joint who jointly

capacity, shall be denominated the city council, and the
chycouncn"and

members thereof shall be sworn to the faithful performance serve under

of the duties of their respective offices. A majority of each °^^'^-

board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of busi- Boards to serve

ness, and no member of either board shall receive any com-
pgn'^sa"'^,^"'""

pensation for his services. All the powers now vested, by Powers of town
law, in the town of New Bedford, or in the inhabitants or inhabitants

thereof, as a municipal corporation, shall be vested in the
c^y^counc^iil**

city council, composed as provided in this section, and shall

be exercised by concurrent vote, each board having a nega-

tive on the other.

Section 3. It shall be the duty of the selectmen of the Selectmen to

town of New Bedford, as soon as may be after the passage
fn'o'e^^'Trds"'^"

of this act and its acceptance by the inhabitants, as herein- &c. subject to

after provided, to divide said town into six wards, to con-
coundi" S^.*^'^^

tain, as nearly as conveniently may be, an equal number of

inhabitants; which proceedings of the selectmen shall, be

subject to the revision of the city council, within one year

after the passage of this act. And it shall be the duty of Arrangement

the city council, once in five years, and not oftener, to re-
J^^,;^°^ ^"^^^^

vise, and, if it be needful, to alter said wards, in such man- five years by

ner as to preserve, as nearly as may be, an equal number of t^-e c'<y council.

inhabitants in each ward.
Section 4. On the first Monday of March, annually. Election, quaii-

there shall be chosen by ballot, in each of said wards, a ^cat'ons, and
, -, , T , r ^ ^ c duties, of war-

warden, clerk, and three inspectors oi elections, residents ot dens,

the wards in which they are chosen, who shall hold their

offices for one year, and until others have been chosen in

their places and qualified to act.
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It shall be the duty of such warden to preside at all ward
meetings, with the powers of moderator of town meetings.

And if, at any such meeting, the warden shall not be pres-

ent, the clerk of such ward shall call the meeting to order,

and preside until a warden, pro tempore, shall be chosen by
ballot. And if, at any meeting, the clerk shall not be pres-

ent, a clerk, pro tempore, shall be chosen by ballot. The
clerk shall record all the proceedings, and certify the votes

given, and deliver over to his successor in office all such

records and journals, together with all other documents and
papers held by him in said capacity. It shall be the duty
of the inspectors of elections to assist the warden in receiv-

ing, assorting, and counting the votes. And the warden,

clerk, and inspectors, so chosen, shall respectively make
oath faithfully and impartially to discharge their several

duties relative to all elections, which oath may be adminis-

tered by the clerk of such ward to the warden, and by the

warden to the clerk and inspectors, or by any justice of the

peace for the county of Bristol. A certificate that said oath

has been taken shall be entered upon the records of the

ward by the clerk thereof. All warrants for the meetings

of the citizens for municipal purposes, to be held either in

wards or in general meetings, shall be issued by the mayor
and aldermen, and shall be in such form, and shall be served,

executed, and returned at such time, and in such manner,
as the city council may, by any by-law, direct.

Section 5. The mayor and si.x aldermen, one alderman
being selected from each ward, shall be elected by the qual-

ified voters of the city at large, voting in their respective

wards ; and four common council men shall be elected from
and by the voters of each ward, being residents in the wards
when elected. All said officers shall be chosen by ballot.

The aldermen and common council men shall hold their

offices for one year from the first Monday in April, and the

mayor until another shall be elected and qualified in his

place.

Section 6. On the first Monday in March, annually,

immediately after a warden, clerk, and inspectors shall have
been elected and sworn, the qualified voters in each ward
shall give in their votes for mayor, aldermen, and common
council men, as provided in the preceding section : all the

votes so given shall be assorted, counted, declared, and reg-

istered in open ward meeting, by causing the names of per-

sons voted for, and the number of votes given for each, to

be written in the ward record at length. The clerk of the

ward, within twenty-four hours after such election, shall

deliver to the persons elected members of the common
council certificates of their election, signed by the warden
and clerk, and by a majority of the inspectors of elections,

and shall deliver to the city clerk a copy of the records of
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such election, certified in like manner: provided^ however, Provided, &.c.

that, if the choice of members of the common council shall

not be effected on that day, the meeting may be adjourned,

from time to time, to complete such election. The board of Notification to

aldermen shall, as soon as conveniently may be, examine ma>or.

the copies of the records of the several wards, certified as

aforesaid, and shall cause the person who shall have been

elected mayor to be notified, in writing, of his election ; but

if it shall appear that no person has received a majority of Proceedings in

the votes, or if the person elected shall refuse to accept the
[„ e^e°ci L^may-

office, the board shall issue its warrants for a new election, or, or of refusal

and the same proceedings shall be had, in all respects, as '» serve,

are hereinbefore provided for the choice of mayor, and re-

peated, from time to time, until a mayor shall be chosen.

In case of the decease or resignation of the mayor, or of Proceedings to

his inability to perform the duties of his office, the boards tnX^offke'oF

of aldermen and common council shall, respectively, by mayor,

vote, declare that a vacancy exists and the cause thereof;

whereupon, the two boards shall meet in convention and elect

a mayor to nil such vacancy ; and the mayor thus elected

shall hold his office until the inability, causing the vacancy,

shall be removed, or until a new election.

If it shall appear that the whole number of aldermen and of alder-

have not been elected, the same proceedings shall be had as
'"^"*

are hereinbefore provided in regard to the office of mayor.
Each alderman shall be notified, in writing, of his election. Notification to

by the mayor and aldermen for the time being. aldermen.

The oaths prescribed by this act may be administered to Administration

the mayor by the city clerk, or by any justice of the peace
oaihrof office,

for the county of Bristol.

The aldermen and common council men elect shall, on the

first Monday of April, at 10 o'clock in the forenoon, meet in

convention, when the oath required by the act shall be ad-

ministered to the members of the two boards present, by the

mayor, or by any justice of the peace for the county of Bris-

tol, and a certificate, setting forth that such oath has been

taken, shall be entered, in the journal of the mayor and
aldermen and of the common council, by their respective

clerks.

Whenever it shall appear that a mayor has not been Record,&c.in

elected previously to the said first Monday of April, the
j^ p^hoosea"^^

mayor and aldermen, for the time being, shall make a rec- mayor,

ord of that fact, an attested copy of which the city clerk

shall read at the opening of the convention, to be held, as

aforesaid, on the first Monday of April.

After the oaths have been administered, as aforesaid, the organization of

two boards shall separate ; and the common council shall be common coun-

organized by the choice of a president and a clerk, to hold

their offices during the pleasure of the common council, the
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clerk to be under oath faithfully to perform the duties of his

office.

In case of the absence of the mayor elect on the first

Monday of April, the city government shall organize itself

in the manner hereinbefore provided, and may proceed to

business in the same manner as if the mayor were present

;

and the oath of office may, at any time thereafter, in con-

vention of the two branches, be administered to the mayor,
and any member of the city council who may have been
absent at the organization.

In the absence of the mayor, the board of aldermen may
choose a presiding officer pro tempore, who shall also pre-

side at joint meetings of the two boards. Each board shall

keep a record of its own proceedings, and judge of the elec-

tions of its own members ; and, in case of failure of elec-

tion, or in case of vacancy, declared by either board, the

mayor and aldermen shall issue their warrants for a new
election.

Section 7. The mayor shall be the chief executive offi-

cer of the city. It shall be his duty to be vigilant and
active in causing the laws to be enforced, and to keep a
general supervision over the conduct of all subordinate offi-

cers ;
and he may, whenever in his opinion the public good

may require, remove, with the consent of the appointing

power, any officer over whose appointment he has, in accord-

ance with the provisions of this charter, exercised the power
of nomination.
He may call special meetings of the boards of aldermen

and common council, or either of them, when, in his opin-

ion, the interests of the city require it, by causing notices to

be left at the usual dwelling-place of each member of the

board or boards to be convened.
He shall, from time to time, communicate to both boards

such information, and recommend such measures, as the

business and interests of the city may, in his opinion, re-

quire.

He shall preside in the board of aldermen and in conven-
tion of the two boards, but shall have a casting vote only.

The salary of the mayor, for the first year in which this

charter shall take effect, shall be eight hundred dollars and
no more.

After the first year, the salary of the mayor shall be de-

termined by the city council, and payable at stated periods

;

but shall not, at any time, exceed eight hundred dollars, and
he shall have no other compensation ; but such compensa-
tion shall not be increased or diminished during the year
for which he is chosen.

Section 8. The executive power of said city, generally,

and the administration of police, with all the powers here-

tofore vested in the selectmen of New Bedford, shall be
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clerk to be under oath faithfully to perform the duties of his

office.

In case of the absence of the mayor elect on the first

Monday of April, the city government shall organize itself

in the manner hereinbefore provided, and may proceed to

business in the same manner as if the mayor were present

;

and the oath of office may, at any time thereafter, in con-

vention of the two branches, be administered to the mayor,
and any member of the city council who may have been
absent at the organization.

In the absence of the mayor, the board of aldermen may
choose a presiding officer pro tempore, who shall also pre-

side at joint meetings of the two boards. Each board shall

keep a record of its own proceedings, and judge of the elec-

tions of its own members ; and, in case of failure of elec-

tion, or in case of vacancy, declared by either board, the

mayor and aldermen shall issue their warrants for a new
election.

Section 7. The mayor shall be the chief executive offi-

cer of the city. It shall be his duty to be vigilant and
active in causing the laws to be enforced, and to keep a
general supervision over the conduct of all subordinate offi-

cers ;
and he may, whenever in his opinion the public good

may require, remove, with the consent of the appointing

power, any officer over whose appointment he has, in accord-

ance with the provisions of this charter, exercised the power
of nomination.
He may call special meetings of the boards of aldermen

and common council, or either of them, when, in his opin-

ion, the interests of the city require it, by causing notices to

be left at the usual dwelling-place of each member of the

board or boards to be convened.
He shall, from time to time, communicate to both boards

such information, and recommend such measures, as the

business and interests of the city may, in his opinion, re-

quire.

He shall preside in the board of aldermen and in conven-
tion of the two boards, but shall have a casting vote only.

The salary of the mayor, for the first year in which this

charter shall take effect, shall be eight hundred dollars and
no more.

After the first year, the salary of the mayor shall be de-

termined by the city council, and payable at stated periods

;

but shall not, at any time, exceed eight hundred dollars, and
he shall have no other compensation ; but such compensa-
tion shall not be increased or diminished during the year
for which he is chosen.

Section 8. The executive power of said city, generally,

and the administration of police, with all the powers here-

tofore vested in the selectmen of New Bedford, shall be
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vested in the mayor and aldermen, as fully as if the same
were herein specially enumerated.
The mayor and aldermen may require any person, who Power of may-

may be appointed a marshal or constable of the city, to give spec^^o requir-
bonds, with such security and to such amount as they may ing bonds, &c.

deem reasonable and proper ; upon which bonds the like

proceedings and remedies may be had as are by law pro-
vided in case of constables' bonds required by the selectmen
of towns in this Commonwealth.
The mayor and aldermen shall have full power to grant and to license*,

licenses to innholders, victuallers, and retailers, within the
city, in as full and ample a manner as the mayor and alder-
men of the city of Boston, by virtue of the laws of the
Commonwealth.
The city council shall annually, as soon after their or- City council to

ganization as may be convenient, elect by ioint ballot, in appoint, &c.
. -,11 •^•'i,, ' _ certain officers.

convention, a city clerk, a city treasurer, and collector of
taxes, and firewards, and shall, in such manner as the city
council shall determine by any by-law made for the pur-
pose, appoint or elect all subordinate officers, not herein
otherwise directed, for the ensuing year, define their duties
and compensations, in cases wherein such duties and com-
pensations shall not be defined and fixed by the laws of this

Commonwealth. And the city council shall, in like man-
ner, elect a constable and assistant constable, or a city mar-
shal and assistants, with the powers and duties of consta-
bles, and all other needful police officers

;
provided^ however, Provided, Si,c.

that no person shall be chosen a marshal or constable, or to

any other office in the police of the city, who shall not have
been nominated to the city council by the mayor.

All sittings of the mayor and aldermen, of the city coun- sittings to be

cil and common council, shall be public when they are not pubhc, prowrf-

engaged in executive business.
'

The city council shall take care that no moneys be paid Safekeeping,

from the treasury, unless granted or appropriated; shall se- property.^^

cure a just and prompt accountability, by requiring bonds,
with sufficient penalties and sureties, from all persons en-
trusted with the receipt, custody, or disbursement of money;
shall have the care and superintendence of the city build-

ings, and the custody and management of all city property,

with the power to let or sell what may be legally sold; and
to purchase property, real or personal, in the name and for

the use of the city, whenever the interest or convenience of
the inhabitants may, in their judgment, require it. The Publication of

city council shall, as often as once a year, cause to be pub- receipts and ex-

.
•/ ' Mr DCJlClltlirGS OCC»

lished, for the use of the inhabitants, a detailed account of
'

the receipts and expenditures, and a schedule of city prop-
erty and the city debts.

Section 9. No person shall be eligible to any office, the Aldermen and

salary of which is payable out of the city treasury, who, at cnmento'^beln

45
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the time of his appointment, shall be a member either of

the board of aldermen or common council ; and no member
of either of these boards shall hold any other office under

the city government.
Section 10. The city clerk shall be clerk of the board of

aldermen, and shall be sworn to the faithful performance of

his duties. He shall perform such duties as shall be pre-

scribed by the board of aldermen, and shall perform all the

duties, and exercise all the powers, by law incumbent upon,

or vested in, the town clerk of the town of New Bedford.

He shall be chosen for one year, and until another is cho-

sen and qualified in his place, but may be, at any time, re-

moved by the city council.

He shall deliver to his successor in office, as soon as cho-

sen and qualified, all journals, records, record-books, pa-

pers, documents, or other things, held by him in his capacity

of city clerk.

Section 11. The qualified voters, at their respective

annual ward-mestings, to be held on the first Monday of

March, shall elect, by ballot, one person in each ward, who
shall be a resident of the ward, to be an overseer of the

poor; and the persons thus chosen shall, with the mayor of

the city, together constitute the board of overseers of the

poor, and shall have all the powers, and be subject to all the

duties, now bylaw appertaining to the overseers of the poor
for the town of New Bedford.

And the qualified voters shall, at the same time and in

like manner, elect three persons in each ward, who shall be
residents of the ward, to be members of the school commit-
tee; and the persons so chosen shall constitute the school

committee, and have the care and superintendence of the

public schools.

And the qualified voters shall, at the same time and in

like manner, elect one person in each ward, who shall be a
resident of the ward, to be an assessor ; and the persons
thus chosen assessors in the several wards shall constitute

the board of assessors, and shall exercise the powers, and
be subject to the duties and liabilities, of assessors of towns.
An assistant assessor for each ward, who shall be a resi-

dent of the ward, may be chosen, in the same manner as is

herein provided for the choice of assessor, when the city

council shall so order ; which assistant assessors shall be
sworn to the faithful performance of their duties. All taxes
shall be assessed, apportioned, and collected, in the manner
prescribed by the laws of the Commonwealth : provided,
however^ that the city council may establish further or addi-
tional provisions for the collection thereof

In case it should be found inconvenient to complete the
election, in any ward, of the overseers of the poor, school

committee, assessor, or assistant assessors, on the day of the
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annual ward meeting, said meeting shall be adjourned,

from time to time, until the elections shall be completed.

Section 12. The city council shall have the same power Powers of city

in relation to the laying out, acceptance, altering, or discon- mayor and al-

tinuing of streets and ways, and the assessment of dam- demen, in re-

ages, which selectmen and inhabitants of towns now by
^a'^wrys!'^^*^^

law have; but all petitions and questions relating to laying

out, widening, altering, or discontinuing any street or way,
shall be first acted on by the mayor and aldermen.
Any person aggrieved by any proceedings of the mayor Appeals for

and aldermen, or city council, in the exercise of such pow- **^™2&6*-

ers, shall have the same right of appeal, to the county
commissioners of the county of Bristol, as are given by the

laws of the Commonwealth to appeal from the decision of

selectmen or the inhabitants of towns.
Section 13. All the power and authority now, by law, Healih officers,

vested in the board of health for the town of New Bedford,

shall be transferred to, and vested in, the city council, to be
carried into execution by the appointment of health com-
missioners, or in such manner as the city council may deem
expedient.

Section 14. The city council shall have authority to Power of city

cause drains and common sewers to be laid down through specT'to'draiiis

any street or private lands, paying the owners such damage and common

as they may sustain thereby; and to require all persons to
*^^^"'

pay a reasonable sum for the privilege of opening any drain

into said public drains or common sewers ;
and may make

by-laws with suitable penalties for the inspection, survey,

admeasurement, and sale of wood, coal, and bark, brought
into the city for sale.

Section 15. The police court of the town of New Bed- Powers of po-

ford, in addition to its present powers and jurisdiction,
'*^^ *^°"'*'

which are hereby continued to it, shall have cognizance of

all offences against the by-laws and regulations which may
be established by the city council of the city of New Bed-
ford, and may, on conviction thereof, award such sentence

as to law and justice may appertain.

Any person aggrieved by such sentence may make appeal Right of appeal,

therefrom to the court of common pleas for the county of

Bristol, under the restrictions and conditions provided by
law in other cases of appeal from said court.

In all prosecutions by complaint before the said police Formofcom-

court, founded on the special acts of the Legislature, or the P'**°'"

ordinances and by-laws of the city of New Bedford, it shall

be sufficient to set forth, in such complaint, the offence

fully and plainly, substantially and formally
;
and, in such

complaint, it shall not be necessary to set forth such special

act, by-law, or ordinance, or any part thereof; and the

provisions of this section, with regard to such prosecutions,

shall also apply to all prosecutions founded on the by-laws
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or ordinances of the town of New Bedford, which may re-

main in force after this act shall go into operation.

Section 16. It shall be the duty of the city council, in

the month of October, annually, to meet in convention, and

determine the number of representatives to be elected to the

General Court by the city in such year, and to publish such

determination, which shall be conclusive; and the number,

thus determined, shall be specified in the warrant calling

meetings for the election of representatives.

Section 17. All elections for county. State, and United

States officers, who are voted for by the people, shall be held

at meetings of the citizens qualified to vote in such elec-

tions, in their respective wards, at the time fixed by law

for these elections respectively; and, at such meetings, all

the votes given for said several officers respectively shall be

assorted, counted, declared, and registered, in open ward
meeting, by causing the names of all persons voted for, and
the number of votes given for each, to be written in the

ward record, at length. The ward clerk shall forthwith

deliver to the city clerk a certified copy of the record of

such elections. The city clerk shall forthwith record such

returns, and the mayor and aldermen shall, within two
days after every such election, examine and compare all

said returns, and make out a certificate of the result of such

elections, to be signed by the mayor and a majority of the

aldermen, and also by the city clerk, which shall be trans-

mitted or delivered in the same manner as similar returns

are by law directed to be made by selectmen of towns.

^In all elections for representatives to the General Court,

in case the whole number proposed to be elected shall not be

chosen by a majority of the votes legally returned, the

mayor and aldermen shall forthwith issue their warrants
for a new election, conformably to the provisions of the

constitution and the laws of the Commonwealth.
Section 18. Prior to every election, the mayor and al-

dermen shall make out lists of all the citizens of each ward
qualified to vote in such elections, in the manner in which
selectmen of towns are required to make out lists of voters;

and, for that purpose, they shall have full access to the

assessors' books and lists, and be empowered to call for the

assistance of all assessors, assistant assessors, and other

city officers ; and they shall deliver said lists, so prepared
and corrected, to the clerks of the several wards, to be
used at such elections ; and no person shall be entitled to

vote whose name is not borne on such list; and, in relation

to the preparation, posting, and correction of such lists, the

mayor and aldermen shall perform the same duties, and be
governed by the same regulations, as are provided in the

third chapter of the Revised Statutes, to be observed by
the selectmen of towns : provided, however, that a list of
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the voters of each ward shall be posted up in one or more
pubhc places in such ward : and provided^ further, that any
person whose name shall not be borne on the list of the

ward in which he is entitled to vote, when it shall be placed

in the hands of the clerk of said ward, shall have the right

to have his name entered thereon at any time thereafter,

before the closing of the polls, upon presenting to the ward
officers a certificate signed by the mayor or city clerk, set-

ting forth his right to have his name thus entered.

Section 19. General meetings of the citizens qualified Meetings of the

to vote may, from time to time, be held, to consult upon '^*'"'®"*-

the public good, to instruct representatives, and to take all

lawful measures to obtain redress of any grievances, ac-

cording to the right secured to the people by the constitution

of the Commonwealth; and such meetings may and shall

be duly warned by the mayor and aldermen, upon the

requisition of thirty qualified voters.

Section 20. For the purpose of organizing the system First organiza-

of government hereby established, and putting the same governmem.
into operation in the first instance, the selectmen of the

town of New Bedford, for the time being, shall, on some
day during the months of March or April of the present

year, issue their warrants, seven days at least previous to

the day so appointed, calling meetings of the said citi-

zens, at such place and hour as they may deem expedient,

for the purpose of choosing a warden, clerk, and inspectors

for each ward, and all other officers whose election is pro-

vided for in the preceding sections of the act; and the

transcripts of the records of each ward, specifying the

votes given for the several officers aforesaid, certified by
the warden and clerk of such ward, at said first meeting,

shall be returned to the said selectmen, whose duty it shall

be to examine and compare the same ; and, in case such
elections should not be completed at the first meeting, then

to issue new warrants imtil such election shall be com-
pleted, and to give notice thereof, in manner before pro-

vided, to the several persons elected.

At said first meeting, any inhabitant of said ward, being

a legal voter, may call the citizens to order, and preside

until a warden shall have been chosen. And, at said first

meeting, a list of voters in each ward, prepared and cor-

rected by the selectmen for the time being, shall be deliv-

ered to the clerk of each ward, when elected, to be used as

hereinbefore provided.

The selectmen shall appoint such time for the first meet-

ing of the city council as they may judge proper, after the

choice of the city officers, as aforesaid, or a majority of the

members of both branches, not later than the first Monday
in May, in the year one thousand eight hundred and forty-

seven, and shall also fix upon the place and the hour of
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said first meeting ; and notice of the day, hour, and place

of said first meeting shall be published in one or more
newspapers printed in said town, and a written notice

thereof shall be sent, by said selectmen, to the place of

abode of each of the city officers chosen as provided in this

section.

Subsequent or- After the first election of city officers, and this first meet-
ganizaiions. j^g f^j. ^j^g organization of the city council, as in this section

is provided, the day of holding the annual elections, and the

day and hour for the meetmg of the city council, for the

purpose of organization, shall remain as provided in the

sixth section of this act.

Appointment of It shall be the duty of the city council, immediately after

city officers by
jj^g gj-gj organization, to elect all necessary city officers, who

city counci
. gj^g^n j^qJ^j^ ^j^gjj. offices respectively until others are chosen

and qualified.

Votes for coun- At the meetings, to be called as provided in this section,

ty officers. fQ^ ^^g choicc of Ward and city officers, the qualified voters

may and shall also give in their votes for county officers,

which votes shall be recorded, certified, and returned, in the

manner provided in the seventeenth section of this act.

Power of city SECTION 21. The city council shall liavc powcr to make
council to make ^H such salutary and needful by-laws as towns, by the laws

penaiaes7&c. of this Commonwealth, have power to make and establish,

and to annex penalties, not exceeding twenty dollars for the

breach thereof, which by-laws shall take effect, and be in

force, from and after the time therein respectively limited,

without the sanction of any court or other authority what-
ever

; and all such by-laws, and all city ordinances, shall

be duly published in such newspaper, or newspapers, as the

Prmdded, &.C. city council sliall direct: provided, however, that all by-

laws, regulations, and ordinances, now in force in the town
of New Bedford, shall, until they shall expire by their own
limitations, or be revised or repealed by the city council,

remain in force ; and all fines and forfeitures for the breach

of any by-law or ordinance of the city shall be paid into

the city treasury.

Annual town SECTION 22. The annual town meeting for the town of

"Tndwf &c'
^^""^ Bedford, which, by law, is to be held in the month of

and Town offi- February, March, or April, is hereby suspended, and all

cers to hold town officcrs, now in office, shall hold their respective places

Pmceedings in Until this act shall go into operation ; and, in case this char-
case of non-ac- ^g^ shall not be accepted in the manner and form as herein-

chaner.^°
' '^

after provided, then the selectmen shall issue their warrants,

according to law, for holding the annual town meeting of

the inhabitants, in which all the proceedings shall be the

same as if this act had not been passed.

Delivery of rec SECTION 23. All officers of the town of Ncw Bedford,

dtt* clerk.***
having the care and custody of any records, papers, or

other property, belonging to said town, shall deliver the
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same to the city clerk, within one week after he shall enter

upon the duties of his office.

Section 24. All such acts and parts of acts, as are in- Repeal of in-

consistent with the provisions of this act, shall be, and the vision?"*
^'°'

same are, hereby repealed.

Section 25. Nothing contained in this act shall be so Legislature

construed as to prevent the Legislature from altering or amend This^act.

amending the same, whenever they shall deem it expedient.

Section 26. This act shall be void, unless the inhab- Act to be void

itants of the town of New Bedford, at a legal town meeting byinhabS?*^
called for that purpose, shall, by a vote of a majority of the &c.

voters present, and voting thereon, by a written ballot, deter-

mine to adopt the same within twenty days from and after

its passage, at which meeting the polls shall be kept open
not less than six hours, and the presiding officer, in receiv-

ing said ballots, shall use the check lists, in the same man-
ner as they are used in elections for state officers.

Section 27. This act shall go into operation from and When to take

after its passage. [Approved by the Governor, March 9,
^^^'^^'

1847.]

An Act to establish the Salary of the Clerk in the Office of the Adjutant and ChoV. 61 .

Quarter-Master General of the Commonwealth. *
*

B£] it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

From and after the first day of January, in the year one Annual salary

thousand eight hundred and forty-seven, the clerk in the ler^^aSy^^'
office of the adjutant and quarter-master general of the 1847.

Commonwealth shall receive a salary of nine hundred dol-

lars a year, to be paid quarterly, which said sum shall be
in full for all services rendered in said office. [Approved
by the Governor, March 10, 1847.]

An Act to incorporate the Holmes Mills. ChctV. 62.
BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Represoita-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

Section 1. Stephen Coburn, A. D. Wait, A. H. Wildes,
^^'^""J

'"*^°'^'

their associates and successors, are hereby made a corpora-
^""^^ ^ '

tion, by the name of the Holmes Mills, for the purpose of

manufacturing cotton goods, in the town of Ipswich, in the to manufacture

county of Essex, with all the powers and privileges, and
JpJwrcf.°°''^'

'"

subject to all the duties, restrictions, and liabilities, set forth

in the thirty-eighth and forty-fourth chapters of the Re-
vised Statutes.

Section 2. Said corporation, for the purpose aforesaid. Real estate not

may hold real estate, not exceeding in value one hundred gmfloo, and

thousand dollars, and the whole capital stock shall not ex-
Sf^^i^ooo"*^^

ceed three hundred thousand dollars. [Approved by the * '

Governor, March 10, 1847.]


