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Abstract: This collection documents the Sacco and Vanzetti court case and the controversy

surrounding it.

SCOPE AND CONTENT

This collection focuses on the Sacco and Vanzetti court case and the controversy surrounding it
at the time and in subsequent years. The materials, which were collected by State Library of
Massachusetts employee Alan Fox, include articles, reviews of books, plays, movies, and art
works. They also include correspondence, interviews, commemorations, and exhibits. Very little
of the materials comes from the time of the case; most of it was created in later years, particularly
the 1960s and 1970s.
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE: Alan Fox

Alan Fox was born in Paterson, New Jersey, circa 1911. At the time of his death at age 68,
February 9, 1979, he was assistant librarian at the State Library of Massachusetts. He had

worked in the library for eighteen years.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Sacco and Vanzetti Case

In 1921, Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti, both Italian-Americans, were convicted of
robbery and murder. Although the arguments brought against them were mostly disproven in
court, the fact that the two men were known radicals (and that their trial took place during the
height of the Red Scare) prejudiced the judge and jury against them. On April 9, 1927, Sacco and

Vanzetti's final appeal was rejected, and the two were sentenced to death.

Frankfurter, Felix (1927). The Case of Sacco and Vanzetti. The Atlantic. Retrieved from

http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/1927/03/the-case-of-sacco-and-

vanzetti/6625/?single page=true.

ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION

Arrangement

The papers are arranged alphabetically by topic.

Conditions Governing Access

This collection is open for research during the Special Collections Department’s regular hours.

Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use
Copyright restrictions may apply. Requests for permission to publish material from this collection

should be discussed with Special Collections staff.

Languages and Scripts

The materials are entirely in English.
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Container List

Folder # | Folder Title Date

1 Aldino Felicani Collection undated

2 Aldino Felicani Interviews 1967

3 Art Review: Works of Ben Shahn 1932

4 Book Reviews undated, 1969-1977
5 Commemorations undated, 1967-1977
6 Correspondence 1921-1968

7 Death Mask Photographs undated

8 Documentary Film Narration by Peter von Zahn 1963

9 The Dry Bones undated

10 Gardner Jackson Interview 1968

11 Goodspeed's, Upton Sinclair Letters 1952

12 Gutzon Borglum Bas-Relief 1957, 1971

13 Harvard Law School Library Exhibit 1971

14 Magazine Articles 1927-1973

15 Marc Blitzstein Interview re: Opera 1968

16 Newspaper Clippings 1907-1977

17 Plays undated, 1972

18 References to case in Published Materials undated, 1950-1973
19 Sacco-Vanzetti Case Twenty Years Later 1947

20 Sacco and Vanzetti Movie Reviews 1971

21 Speech by Edward Holton James 1927
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